2002-0471
METROPOLITAN KING COUNTY COUNCIL 

NOTICE OF HEARING

Proposed Ordinance No. 2002-0471

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the Metropolitan King County Council will hold a public hearing in the Council Chambers on the 10th Floor of the King County Courthouse (516 Third Avenue, Seattle Washington) on Monday the 21st day of April 2003 at 1:30 PM.  The purpose of this public hearing is to consider adoption of Proposed Ordinance 2002-0471, which establishes additional provisions for wineries in rural and agricultural zones.  


King County encourages public comment on Proposed Ordinance 2002-0471.  You may wish to present oral testimony at the April 21st public hearing.  Testimony is limited to three minutes per speaker and you may provide written copies for the Councilmembers’ review.  Please provide 20 copies of any written material you wish to submit.  The chamber is equipped with an audio/visual system capable of displaying 35mm slides, VHS tapes, overheads, and computer displays.  Audio/visual presentations are included in the 3-minute timeframe.  Testimony sign-up will take place in the lobby outside the Council Chambers before the beginning of the meeting on April 21st.  Please call the Metropolitan King County Council offices at (206) 296-1000 if you need directions to the Courthouse.  You may also mail or fax comments to Councilmembers.  The address for the Council is King County Courthouse, 516 Third Avenue #1200 Seattle Washington 98104.  The Council fax number is (206) 296-0198.
The complete text of Proposed Ordinance 2002-0471 is available in the Council Clerk’s office, Room 1025, King County Courthouse, 516 Third Avenue, Seattle Washington.  A copy of the ordinance will be mailed to you upon your request to the Clerk at (206) 296-1020.  Copies of this legislation are also available on the Internet, at www.metrokc.gov/mkcc/clerk.

SUMMARY

Proposed Ordinance 2002-0471 would expand the provisions governing the siting of wineries in unincorporated King County, by:

· Permitting wineries in the Agriculture zones: up to 3,500 square feet for new construction, or in existing agricultural facilities, such as barns.

· Permitting wineries in the Rural Area zones: up to 12,000 square feet (24,000 square feet under a conditional use permit).
· Allowing the production of wines made from agricultural products grown anywhere in Washington State
AMENDMENTS
The Growth Management and Unincorporated Areas Committee (GMUAC) considered a striking amendment to Proposed Ordinance 2002-0471.  The GMUAC did not adopt the striking amendment; however it may be reconsidered at the April 21st council meeting.  Additional amendments may also be considered.  The striking amendment differs from the Proposed Ordinance in the following ways:

In the Agriculture zones:

· The striking amendment would make the 3,500 square foot allowance for new construction a conditional use, adding the requirement that 60% of the agricultural products used to produce wine be grown in King County.

In the Rural zones:

· Allows up to 24,000 square feet for wineries as a conditional use, but limits the portion that may be above ground to 12,000 square feet.  The remaining 12,000 square feet may be realized only if used as underground storage.

· Requires 100% of the agricultural products used to produce wine to be from Washington State, 25% of which must be grown in King County.  The 25% requirement may be reduced to 5% if the property owner uses at least ten acres of the site for growing agricultural products, five acres of which must be devoted to viticulture.

· Limits clearing on the site to a maximum of 35% of the lot area (not including the removal of noxious weeds or non-native plants).  The remainder of the site must be managed under a Forest Management Plan approved by the King County Department of Natural Resources and Parks.

· Allows tasting rooms as an accessory use to a winery or brewery.
· Allows espresso stands as an accessory to a permitted manufacturing or retail land use.
Dated at Seattle, Washington, this 19th day of March, 2003.
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