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	Expenditures
	
	Revenues
	
	FTEs
	
	TLTs

	2025 Revised Budget Biennialized
	
	$224,034,880
	
	$69,703,368
	
	551.5
	
	0.0

	2026-2027 Base Budget Adjust.
	
	$9,250,395
	
	($109,966)
	
	0.1
	
	0.0

	2026-2027 Decision Packages
	
	$5,113,076
	
	($747,377)
	
	9.0 
	
	0.0 

	2026-2027 Proposed Budget
	
	$238,399,000
	
	$68,847,000
	
	560.6
	
	0.0

	% Change from prior biennium, biennialized
	
	6.4%
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Dec. Pkg. as % of prior biennium, biennialized
	
	2.3%
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Major Revenue Sources: General Fund, state and federal funds, charges for services, and revenue through DCHS (MIDD and BH-ASO).



DESCRIPTION

The Prosecuting Attorney’s Office (PAO) is responsible for the prosecution of all felony and juvenile cases in King County and all misdemeanor cases generated in unincorporated King County. The PAO also manages or participates in several programs that provide alternatives to the mainstream criminal justice system. Under agreements with the State of Washington, the PAO establishes and enforces child support obligations and is part of the mental health civil commitment process.

Additionally, the PAO serves as legal counsel to the Council, the Executive, all executive agencies, Superior and District Courts, Elections, the County Assessor, and various independent boards and commissions. 

SUMMARY OF PROPOSED BUDGET AND CHANGES

The proposed budget would appropriate $238.4 million to the PAO, which would be a 6.4% increase from the biennialized 2025 budget. The growth is largely due to increased personnel costs reflected in the base budget.[footnoteRef:1] Proposed decision packages total a net increase of $5.1 million ($7.2 million in expenditure increases and $2.1 million in reductions). Reductions reflect a $1.7 million vacancy rate adjustment and the removal of a vacant multi-disciplinary team coordinator position that was backed by VSHSL moneys (totaling $359,000).[footnoteRef:2]  [1:  For the 2026-2027 proposed budget, the PAO's base budget breaks down as follows: 84.3% personnel costs, 12% central rates, and 3.8% for things like contracted services and supplies. ]  [2:  According to Executive staff, this was a position in the Elder Abuse team. DCSH now contracts the work with Aging and Disability Services (ADS) – a division of the Seattle Human Services Department. They note the move to ADS was made because it is designated by the state as the Area Agency on Aging for King County.] 


Of the $7.2 million in expenditure increases, about $3.3 million is for a central rate adjustment driven by increased KCIT and FMD rates. The remaining $3.9 million would support the decision packages discussed below and would be backed by a mix of General Fund and other revenue.  

General Fund Supported Proposal - $2,204,429, 8.0 FTE. The Executive's proposed budget includes $2.2 million and 8.0 FTEs to be added to the PAO's budget for victim support services, which represents a portion of what the PAO requested. According to Executive staff, the Executive's proposed budget book does not detail what specific victim services this appropriation and FTE authority should be used for out of deference to the Prosecuting Attorney. The appropriation and FTE amounts align with the PAO's request for eight victim advocates for violent crimes; however, the PAO is still assessing how best to use the appropriation and FTE authority given the other victim support services requested were not funded. Table 1 provides additional information about the PAO's requests for victim services.[footnoteRef:3]  [3:  In addition to the revenue backed decision packages, the proposed budget includes a technical revenue adjustment that assumes a decrease of about $2.0 million in revenue over the 2026-2027 biennium. This is largely driven by a reduction in PAO civil central rate revenue from non-General Fund agencies. There is also a negative revenue adjustment in the base budget of $109,966 that accounts for things like the removal of one-time revenue in 2025 (for example, state revenue for work associated with the Blake Decision). ] 


Table 1. Victim Support Services Requested by PAO (2026-2027)

	
	
	Description
	
	Appropriation
	
	FTE

	1.
	
	Child interview specialists for the Children's Justice Center of King County.[footnoteRef:4]   [4:  The PAO states these are specially trained forensic interviewers who conduct over 500 child-friendly, trauma informed interviews per year with young children, adolescents, and witnesses with special needs who have experienced or witnessed sexual or physical abuse.] 

	
	$721,123
	
	2.0

	2.
	
	Advocate to assist elderly and vulnerable victims in elder abuse cases.[footnoteRef:5]  [5:  The PAO reports that, in 2024, Washington Adult Protective Services received about 16,000 reports of suspected abandonment, abuse, neglect, and financial exploitation of elderly adults in King County.] 

	
	$275,770
	
	1.0

	3. 
	
	Advocate to assist victims of the existing Not Guilty by Reason of Insanity and Competency caseload.[footnoteRef:6]  [6:  Per the PAO, there are 376 pending felony cases where the defendant has raised concerns about their mental state.  ] 

	
	$275,770
	
	1.0

	4.
	
	3 advocates in the PAO’s Domestic Violence Protection Order Advocacy Program (POAP) to provide direct services and one POAP navigator to connect victims and survivors to additional community-based services.
	
	$985,463
	
	4.0

	5.
	
	Victim advocates for violent crimes to support all victims of violent crimes and bring caseloads closer to national best practice standards (four in Seattle, four in Kent). 
	
	$2,206,162
	
	8.0

	6.
	
	Contract with King County Sexual Assault Resource Center (KCSARC)
	
	$400,000
	
	0.0

	
	
	Total
	
	$4,864,288 
	
	16.0



The PAO's base budget includes $7.4 million and 25.6 FTE for victim support services. Additionally, the PAO is currently using non-labor budget savings of $275,000 for contracted services with KCSARC to support child abuse victims. 

Revenue-Backed Proposals - $1,624,808, 2.0 FTE. The proposed budget also includes three revenue-backed proposals: 

· General Counsel for Department of Local Services (DLS) - $740,414, 1.0 FTE. At DLS's request, the PAO would hire a General Counsel position to provide dedicated legal services to DLS. The position will be housed in and report to the PAO but embedded in DLS as part of DLS's senior leadership team. According to Executive staff, this is the same legal service model used by King County Metro and KCSO. The position would be paid for by DLS, and there is a corresponding decision package in the DLS budget. 

· General Counsel for Department of Community and Human Services (DCHS) - $554,394, 1.0 FTE. As part of the response to a recent audit, the Executive is proposing a General Counsel position dedicated to DCHS (budgeted starting July 30, 2026).[footnoteRef:7] The position would also be housed in and report to the PAO but embedded in DCHS as part of the department's senior leadership team. DCHS would pay for the position, and there is a corresponding decision package in the DCHS budget.  [7:  King County Auditor. DCHS Needs to Strengthen Financial Stewardship. (August 26, 2025). [LINK]] 


· Blake Decision Resources - $330,000, one-time. The proposed budget would also provide appropriation authority to continue addressing cases affected by the State v. Blake decision.[footnoteRef:8] This is a one-time, revenue-backed appropriation as costs are expected to be fully reimbursed by the state. Executive staff note that this work is expected to be completed in the 2026-2027 biennium.  [8:  State v. Blake, 197 Wn.2d170 (2021) found that the state’s felony drug possession law was unconstitutional. As a result of Blake, all pending possession cases must be dismissed, all warrants must be quashed, and all prior convictions impacted by Blake must be vacated.] 


Unfunded Requests. Also of note, the PAO requested an additional $21.8 million and 59.0 FTEs for the 2026-2027 biennium (this includes the unfunded requests discussed in Table 1).[footnoteRef:9] Several of these requests were also made during 2025 budget deliberations and would add staffing for things such as:   [9:  The full list is available upon request. See also Prosecutor Manion's letter to PSB Director Dwight Dively dated June 27, 2025 (emailed to councilmembers on June 30, 2025). ] 

· Increased homicide caseload in the PAO's Most Dangerous Offender Project (MDOP) Unit[footnoteRef:10] - $2.0 million, 6 FTE;  [10:  Senior Deputies in MDOP are available 7 days a week, 24 hours a day to respond to every homicide scene in King County. The responding deputy works as part of an investigation team, which includes the detectives, medical examiner, and forensic scientists. The deputy responding to the homicide scene assumes immediate responsibility for the prosecution, preparing search warrants, coordinating the efforts of law enforcement and forensic scientists, and offering legal advice to investigators. This deputy's responsibility includes the charging decision and extends to all subsequent legal proceedings from arraignment through trial to sentencing.] 

· Increased workload associated with public records requests and police video evidence - $1.5 million, 5.0 FTE; 
· Increased workload for felony traffic cases related to vehicular homicide, vehicular assault, and hit and run cases resulting in death - $1.3 million, 4.0 FTE; and 
· Case development specialists to work on commercial sexual exploitation and human trafficking cases - $629,228, 2.0 FTE.[footnoteRef:11]  [11:  While this request has been made in previous years, the PAO updated it this year by requesting case development specialists rather than attorney positions. The PAO states the change was made to lower the cost of the request and better reflect the needs of the program. ] 


According to Executive staff, the decision to exclude these requests was made based on the state of the General Fund and not on the merit of any proposal.

KEY ISSUES

Staff have not identified any key issues for this appropriation unit. 




