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SUBJECT:  Approving and adopting the 2006 update to the King County Road Design and Construction Standards as the standards for road design and construction in King County; amending Ordinance 11187, Section 1, as amended, and K.C.C. 14.42.010, Ordinance 8041, Section 3, and K.C.C. 14.42.020, Ordinance 8041, Section 4, as amended, and K.C.C. 14.42.030, Ordinance 8041, Section 5, and K.C.C. 14.42.040, Ordinance 8041, Section 6, as amended, and K.C.C. 14.42.050, Ordinance 8041, Section 7, and K.C.C. 14.42.060 and Ordinance 8041, Section 8, as amended, and K.C.C. 14.42.070, adding new sections to K.C.C. chapter 14.42 and decodifying K.C.C. 14.42.062, K.C.C. 14.42.080 and 14.42.090.
SUMMARY:  

Proposed Ordinance 2006-0405 (Attachment 1) updates the 1993 King County Road Standards.  The Road Standards primarily serve to:  (1) establish specific, consistent, and acceptable design and construction guidelines for developers and other private parties that build or modify roadways and right-of-way facilities; and (2) establish uniform criteria to guide the County’s own design, construction, or reconstruction of county roads.
Many elements of this document reflect design and construction guidelines established by the Washington State Department of Transportation/American Public Works Association (WSDOT/APWA) or the American Association of State Highway and Transportation Officials (AASHTO).  The Road Standards also address compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA).  ADA Accessibility Guidelines are developed by the United States Access Board, an independent federal agency.
On September 13 and 27, 2006, the Committee reviewed the proposed Road Standards update.  Following these meetings, the Road Services Division decided to hold more discussions with stakeholders and to consider modifications to the document, especially the haul route provisions in Chapter 9.  The Road Services Division has now provided the Committee with a new version of the Road Standards document, the 2007 update, which is similar to the 2006 update with some changes that are outlined below.

At today’s meeting, the Committee will review the 2007 update and may choose to forward it to the full Council.
BACKGROUND:

This packet includes:

· Proposed Ordinance 2006-0405 (Attachment 1)

· Amendment 1 - King County Road Design and Construction Standards dated 2007 (Attachment 2)

· Title amendment (Attachment 3)

· Executive’s Transmittal Letter (Attachment 4)

· Fiscal Note (Attachment 5)

· Chart, Summary of Significant Changes to the 1993 Standards (Attachment 6)
· Chart, Changes Made to the King County Road Design and Construction Standards Since Submittal to Transportation Committee (Attachment 7)

Attachment 2 is a draft amendment adopting the final, 2007 version of the proposed update and including the entire text of the update.  Attachment 3 is a title amendment.
How the Final 2007 Proposed Update is Different than the 2006 update

The 2007 update is similar to the 2006 update, with the following changes.  These are also described in Attachment 7:

Maximum Grade and Grade Transitions (Section 2.11) – the 2006 standards set maximum roadway grades of 12% in response to Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) accessibility guidelines.  The ADA guidelines have since been modified to allow a steeper grade for mid-curb ramps.  Accordingly, the 2007 standards retain the current 15% maximum grade.  In addition, the current 15% maximum grade is retained for rural subaccess and minor access residential roadways, and this change is reflected in chart 2.02(B).
Curb Ramps (Section 3.05) – the 2006 standards included a requirement that an entire ramp have a contrasting color to the adjacent sidewalk and street.  The ADA guidelines have been relaxed and only require that the bottom two feet of the ramp (the part with truncated domes) be a contrasting color.  The truncated domes must be yellow.  In addition, a paragraph was added to address a new ADA guideline requirement for construction of curb ramps when the right-of-way is altered by a construction activity.

Traffic Control in Development Construction (Section 9.07) – the 2007 update retains the existing 1993 haul route language pending development of new legislation.
When the Committee reviewed the proposed changes last year, the proposed haul route language was the subject of considerable stakeholder discussion.  The intent of the proposed 2006 language, according to Road Services Division staff, was to clarify that haul route agreements would be required for all hauling operations anticipated to affect traffic capacity or damage county roads.  Questions were raised about the potential affect on existing activities and how large a development would have to be to trigger these requirements.  The need for communication with unincorporated area residents, adjacent cities, and stakeholders was also discussed. 
The Road Services Division now proposes to work with these interested parties, the Department of Development and Environmental Services (DDES), and the Prosecuting Attorney’s Office to develop legislation to modify the haul route language.  Division staff has concluded that the Road Design and Construction Standards is not the most appropriate place for haul route requirements.  Division staff also believes that the benefits of updating the 1993 Road Standards are significant enough to adopt the update now rather than waiting for a resolution of the haul route issue.
Significant Changes from the 1993 Standards
Except for the three changes described above, the 2007 Standards document is identical to the 2006 document which was described to the Committee in September 2006.  Significant changes to the 1993 standards include the following:

· Rural Roadways (Section 2.02) – reduces roadway widths for subcollector and minor access roadways; according to the Road Services Division, this does not jeopardize safety but does further the County’s environmental and surface water policies by reducing the amount of impervious surface.

· Urban Roadways (Section 2.03) – maximum grades on urban residential streets are reduced to support the ADA.
· Horizontal Curvature and Sight Distance Design Values (Section 2.04) – stopping sight distance and entering sight distance are reduced, consistent with 2001 policy direction by AASHTO.

· Short plats (Section 2.05) – for short plats of four or fewer lots, this new section allows for narrower roadway widths than currently.
· Concrete Sidewalks (Section 3.02) – increases sidewalk requirements on urban minor access streets greater than 150 feet.  Sidewalks will be required on both sides of the street instead of just one side.

· Curb, Gutter and Sidewalk Construction (Section 3.03) – better quality concrete is required.

· Bikeways (Section 3.10) – requires that every effort be made to include safe bikeways on new roadways and reconstruction projects, unless bicyclists are prohibited by law from using the roadway.  Exceptions may be granted.  Bikeway categorization definitions are revised to reflect the definitions in the AASHTO Guide for the Development of Bicycle Facilities.  Signalized intersections must be designed to address bicycle usage.

· Equestrian Facilities (Section 3.11) – requires that every effort be made to include safe equestrian facilities on new roadways and reconstruction projects within designated equestrian communities, unless equestrians are prohibited by law from using the roadway.  Exceptions may be granted.  Rules for trail-roadway intersections are clarified.

· Residential Streets, Sidewalks, Walkways, and Bikeways (Section 4.01) – adopted new federal hot mix asphalt requirements and seeks to improve quality control by identifying preferred design components.
· Street Trees and Landscaping (Section 5.03) – seeks to reduce maintenance costs from root damage by limiting the types of vegetation in planting strips.  Tree location must not obstruct sight distance, bus shelters, street signs, luminaries, mailboxes, utility boxes, and other fixtures.

· Utility Relocation and Installation (Chapter 8) – to strengthen public safety requirements, requires utility pole relocation under specified circumstances when necessary to address a hazard.
· Construction Control and Inspection (Chapter 9) – for ease of reference, duplicates some construction control requirements and inspector authorities and duties specified in the WSDOT/APWA Standard Specifications.  A new section 9.10 addresses utility certification.
Next Steps
If the Committee is satisfied with the changes in the 2007 update and the Road Services Division’s plan to develop separate legislation on the haul route agreement issue, Proposed Ordinance 2006-0405 is ready to be amended and reported to the full Council.  The Clerk will advertise a public hearing on the proposed ordinance; because it relates to development, the 30-day advance notice requirement applies.

ATTACHMENTS:
1.  Proposed Ordinance 2006-0405

2. Amendment 1. Revised Attachment A. King County Road Design and Construction Standards, dated 2007
3. Title Amendment

4. Executive’s transmittal letter

5. Fiscal Note

6. Chart, Summary of Significant Change to the 1993 Standards
7. Chart, Changes Made to the King County Road Design and Construction Standards Since Submittal to Transportation Committee
ATTENDING:
Paulette Norman, County Road Engineer


Lydia Reynolds-Jones, King County Road Services Division
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