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Metropolitan King County Council
Health, Housing, and Human Services Committee



STAFF REPORT

	Agenda Item:
	6
	Name:
	Miranda Leskinen

	Proposed No.:
	2025-0157
	Date:
	July 1, 2025



SUBJECT

A Motion to confirm the appointment of the following individual to the King County Veterans’ Advisory Board:

· Eric Ballentine, who resides in Council District 5, to the Veterans’ Advisory Board, for a three-year term to expire on April 30, 2028.

BACKGROUND

King County Veterans Program (KCVP). The King County Veterans Program (KCVP) has served low-income, homeless, disabled, at-risk veterans and their families since the 1950s. The KCVP is required by state law and is funded by King County taxpayers.[footnoteRef:1] The KCVP provides numerous direct services including case management, financial assistance, housing assistance, mental health referrals and other supportive services. The KCVP works collaboratively with the U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) Medical Center, the VA Regional Office, the Washington Department of Veterans Affairs (WDVA) and various community organizations. [1:  State law (RCW 73.08.080) requires the legislative authority in each county to create a veterans’ assistance fund that is funded through a property tax of their respective counties. Per RCW 73.08.010(1), county veterans’ assistance programs shall be funded, at least in part, by the veterans’ assistance fund created under the authority of RCW 73.08.080.] 


State law requires counties to maintain a veterans' advisory board to oversee each county’s state-mandated veterans’ assistance program.

From 2018-2024, the membership of the Veterans Committee of the Veterans, Seniors and Human Services Levy Advisory Board dually served as the membership of the state-required King County Veterans’ Advisory Board. In June 2024, the Council passed Ordinance 19780 to make updates to the VSHSL Advisory Board in accordance with recommendations from the 2024-2029 renewal VSHSL Implementation Plan (Ordinance 19719). These updates included, among other things, separating the state-required Veterans’ Advisory Board from the VSHSL Advisory Board’s Veterans Committee. Ordinance 19781 was concurrently adopted to establish the King County Veterans’ Advisory Board as a standalone entity, adding a new section to K.C.C. chapter 2A.300. 

Veterans’ Advisory Board Overview. Requirements relating to the composition, duties, and terms of the King County Veterans’ Advisory Board, which are identified in K.C.C. 2A.300.530, are summarized in Table 1.

Table 1. Overview of the Veterans’ Advisory Board Composition and Duties
	
Board Duties:
· Advise County on the needs of local indigent veterans and available resources and programs that could benefit the needs of local indigent veterans and their families
· Advise DCHS, or its successor, on the administration of the King County Veterans’ Program, the county’s state-required veterans’ assistance program (per Chapter 73.08 RCW)
· Meet at least four times annually
· Elect a chair annually from its membership
	
Board Composition: 
· 9 members appointed by the Executive, in accordance with RCW 73.08.035, and subject to Council confirmation

Board Member Term: 
· Four-year terms (after initial board)
· Members are not allowed to serve on the Board for more than 4 consecutive years

Board Membership Eligibility:
· Must reside in King County
· Must be a veteran as defined in RCW 73.08.005




APPOINTEE INFORMATION

Eric Ballentine is a veteran of the U.S. Army and currently serves as the Program Director for the Minority Veterans of America nonprofit organization in Seattle. As indicated in their application materials, Eric has worked with veterans in a variety of fields including education, mental health, housing, and transitioning from military service to civilian life.

ANALYSIS

Staff has not identified any issues with the proposed appointment which appears to be consistent with King County Code requirements. 

ATTACHMENTS

1. Proposed Motion 2025-0157
2. Transmittal Letter
3. Board Profile
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