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On August 18th, the GAO Committee approved Proposed Substitute Motion 2009-0418.  The Motion was amended to delay the deadline of the preliminary report from September 1, 2009 to October 1, 2009.

SUBJECT

A MOTION establishing requirements for the animal care and control disaster and emergency response plan.  

SUMMARY

Proposed Motion 2009-0418 provides direction to the executive for the development of the animal care and control emergency response plan.   A preliminary flood response plan would be due to the council by September 1, 2009 and a final, comprehensive emergency response plan would be due to the council by November 1, 2009.

BACKGROUND

King County Animal Care and Control (KCACC) is in the early stages of developing an emergency response plan.  However, some councilmembers have expressed concerns that the framework of emergency response plan is not adequately comprehensive in approach.   Proposed Motion 2009-0418 was drafted to establish the criteria for a more comprehensive emergency response plan.
The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers recently determined that the structure of the Howard Hanson Dam is compromised.  King County and cities within the lower Green River valley are making preparations for the upcoming rainy season, with the expectation that the flow from the Howard Hanson Dam might exceed the dam’s capacity.  Such an event could result in a major flood impacting KCACC’s operating base and primary shelter in Kent that holds in excess of eight thousand animals per year.  King County is not currently prepared to address the challenges a major flood would present to the animal services program. 

ANALYSIS

Proposed Motion 2009-0418 requires the executive to develop a comprehensive emergency response plan for KCACC to include both natural and human-made disasters affecting domestic animals in both private ownership and in King County’s custody.  The proposed motion requires the executive to address the following elements in the KCACC emergency response plan:
· Advice and assistance from emergency  response experts including the Pierce county Animal Response Team, the Washington state Animal Response Team, the Humane Society of Seattle/King County, the Humane Society of the United States, United Animal Nations, Best Friends Animal Society and Muttshack Animal Rescue to develop standards and protocols.

· An implementation plan developed in coordination with local stakeholders including all thirty-four contract cities, the city of Seattle, Snohomish county, Pierce county, Washington state Animal Response Team, the Humane Society of Seattle/King County, the American Red Cross, the Progressive Animal Welfare Society, Vashon Island Pet Protectors and the Washington State Veterinary Medical Association.

· Inclusion of all key elements contained in the second edition of the UC Davis Veterinary Medicine Extension's DANR Guide to Disaster Preparedness.

· Establishment of roles, responsibilities and chains of command for King County staff and partner organizations.

· Identification of specific King County staff assigned to various roles and responsibilities.

· Integration into broader plans addressing natural and human-made disasters and emergencies as coordinated by the King County office of emergency management.

· Identification of all key local resources, both public and private, that can be utilized to assist with transportation, sheltering and rescue.

· An outline of a training and implementation plan for King County staff.


· Completion of memorandums of understanding with organizations identified as emergency shelter locations.

A preliminary flood response plan would be due to the council by September 1, 2009 and a final, comprehensive emergency response plan would be due to the council by November 1, 2009.  Staff has drafted an amendment to delay the deadline for the transmittal of the preliminary flood response plan to give additional time to complete this body of work.
Emergency response plans for animal services programs are a best industry standard and practice.  It is adopted county policy that animal services in King County become a “model program”.  A thoughtful and comprehensive emergency response plan is one component of a model program.  Development of an emergency response plan will help KCACC to improve their capacity to respond effectively in the event of an emergency.
AMENDMENTS
An amendment was drafted and approved to postpone the deadline of the preliminary flood response plan from September 1, 2009 to October 1, 2009.
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