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From: Micklow, Andy

To: Calderon, Angelica

Subject: COW Public comment: Fw: Upthegrove EDI amendment

Date: Tuesday, February 1, 2022 6:15:22 PM

Attachments: Opposition to Councilmember Upthearove Amendments and Analysis 2.1.22.docx.pdf

For public comment.

From: Kohl-Welles, Jeanne <Jeanne.Kohl-Welles@kingcounty.gov>

Sent: Tuesday, February 1, 2022 5:54 PM

To: Fowler, Jonathan <Jonathan.Fowler@kingcounty.gov>; Cooper, Adam
<Adam.Cooper@kingcounty.gov>; Manahan, Clara <Clara.Manahan@kingcounty.gov>; Ngo, Jenny
<Jenny.Ngo@kingcounty.gov>; Micklow, Andy <Andy.Micklow@kingcounty.gov>

Subject: FW: Upthegrove EDI amendments

Councilmember Jeanne Kohl-Welles
Metropolitan King County Council, District Four
www.Kkingcounty.gov/kohl-welles

p: (206) 477-1004 Sign up for my twice-weekly COVID-19 eNews,
Facebook, Twitter, Blog, Instagram

From: Kayla Jackson <kayla@pugetsoundsage.org>

Sent: Tuesday, February 1, 2022 2:14 PM

To: Upthegrove, Dave <Dave.Upthegrove@kingcounty.gov>

Cc: Dembowski, Rod <Rod.Dembowski@kingcounty.gov>; Logsdon, Kristina
<Kristina.Logsdon@kingcounty.gov>; Zahilay, Girmay <Girmay.Zahilay@kingcounty.gov>; Lewis,
Rhonda <Rhonda.Lewis@kingcounty.gov>; Kohl-Welles, Jeanne <Jeanne.Kohl-
Welles@kingcounty.gov>; Cooper, Adam <Adam.Cooper@kingcounty.gov>; Gayton, Chandler
<Chandler.Gayton@kingcounty.gov>; Phibbs, Diana <Diana.Phibbs@kingcounty.gov>; McDermott,
Joe <Joe.McDermott@kingcounty.gov>; Lahmann, Grant <Grant.Lahmann@kingcounty.gov>; Perry,
Sarah <Sarah.Perry@kingcounty.gov>; Hollingshead, Libby <Libby.Hollingshead@kingcounty.gov>;
Balducci, Claudia <Claudia.Balducci@kingcounty.gov>; Camenzind, Krista
<Krista.Camenzind@kingcounty.gov>; Cavazos, Madeline <Madeline.Cavazos@kingcounty.gov>; Jill
Kong <jill@globaltolocal.org>; kwadwo.oware@yahoo.co.uk; yordanos@mcc-othello.org; Hamdi
Abdulle <hamdi@achdo.org>; Hoda Abdullahi <hoda@livingwellkent.org>;
Jeannie.williams@mywesthill.org; Howard Greenwich <Howard@pugetsoundsage.org>

Subject: Re: Upthegrove EDI amendments

Dear Councilmember Upthegrove,
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February 1st, 2022

Martin Luther King, Jr. County Council
516 Third Ave, Room 1200

Seattle, WA 98104

Sent via email

RE: Opposition to Councilmember Upthegrove’s Proposed Amendments

Dear Councilmembers,

The King County EDI Coalition urges County Councilmembers to reject the three amendments and the
striker proposed by Councilmember Upthegrove. These amendments and striker are not in line with our
coalition’s vision and undermine the motion that we crafted with our coalition sponsors in collaboration
with the Executive’s office.

The King County EDI Coalition came together last summer to address displacement of BIPOC
communities across the County, and advocate for replication of Seattle’s very successful Equitable
Development Initiative at a regional level. Over 40 organizations have signed our letter of support for the
EDI motion sponsored by CMs Dembowki, Zahilay and Kohl Welles.

Overview:

In short, the amendments and striker undermine the intention of the motion - mitigating harms of
displacement and systemic racism with new ways of decision-making that center those who are most
impacted by the harms of historic policy and practices. We firmly believe that equity and social justice
mean that BIPOC communities should determine their future.

Overall, CM Upthegrove’s amendments and striker will:
e Completely re-write the motion we carefully crafted with our co-sponsors
Weaken community involvement in design and eventual oversight of the program
Reduce diversity on the community planning workgroup - and delay its start until next year
Slow down the launch of the program to 2024.
Eliminate community capacity-building funding, focusing only on capital
Exclude communities in cities that have an EDI already

Below is a discussion of our coalition’s vision and intentions and why we do not support the
amendments and striker.

lition Val nd Intents in Creating a Kin nty EDI:
The King County EDI Coalition, comprised of more than 40 organizations, proposed and crafted, with
Council sponsors, a motion to create an EDI program with the following core values and intent, as
established over the Summer and Fall of 2021 in our coalition meetings and further endorsed via sign-on
letters.

e The need for an EDI is urgent and should be established as soon as possible.
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® An EDI program’s primary mission is to empower communities to prosper in place by anchoring
cultural, business, housing, social, and resilience needs on land that they permanently own.

e The design of a King County EDI should be led by an interim advisory board that broadly
represents the communities most impacted and threatened by displacement.

® The advisory board should include low-income, Black, Indigenous, immigrant & refugee,
LGBTQ2s+, trans and gender diverse, and disabled community leadership.

e After establishment, program implementation, including review and recommendation of
projects, should be led by a permanent community advisory board comprising the same
diversity as the interim board.

e An EDI program should provide capital funding, capacity building and pre-development funding
(including community organizing, visioning, planning, and technical assistance needed to lead
anti-displacement projects).

® The County should prioritize the needs of communities impacted the worst and the longest by
disinvestment and displacement, which includes BIPOC-majority, unincorporated areas. While
prioritization of communities is tricky, we believe the community advisory board can work out an
equitable balance between incorporated and unincorporated areas.

We assess any suggested changes or amendments of the EDI motion to these core ideas and intents.

How the Amendments and Striker Undermine Our Vision:

After review of the four proposed amendments by Councilmember Upthegrove, we are deeply
concerned that they undermine our core values and intent, and urge the Council to reject them all,
based on the following analysis. (These describe CM Upthegrove’s amendments, not those submitted
but the sponsors.)

Amendment 1:
In the EDI motion, Amendment 1 replaces:

“The initiative shall be countywide in scope, but should prioritize unincorporated area
communities, particularly historically marginalized unincorporated area communities”

with
“The initiative shall be countywide in scope, and shall support projects that address commercial
and residential displacement. The initiative will support projects in areas that face high
displacement risk based on the County’s displacement risk indicators and where there are not
other equitable development initiatives in place.”

Our motion’s language intentionally lifts up the importance of anti-displacement work in unincorporated
areas, which rely entirely on the County for local government and do not have the ability to seek grants
from cities. Furthermore, our vision is for a County-wide program that does not exclude any community,
including Seattle which already has an EDI program. As we find with point #6 for the striker bill (see
below), we believe how EDI funds are programmed should be worked out by a representative
community workgroup. Additionally, Amendment 1 leaves out mention of cultural displacement which
is one of the key drivers of communities being forced to leave their neighborhoods.







Further, from what we understand, the county does not currently have usable displacement risk data. In
the current motion, the interim advisory board will incorporate available data on current and predicted
future displacement risk and related metrics to determine programs and policies (See lines 88-89 of
motion). This is one way that the interim advisory board will already use data to determine what
prioritization means and how decisions will be made.

Amendment 2:
Amendment 2 replaces:

“a planning workgroup comprised of community membership emphasizing Black, indigenous and
people of color leadership and geographic representation including unincorporated King County,
and who are compensated for their participation.”

with
“a planning workgroup comprised of three representatives selected by the Executive and one
representative selected by each King County councilmember, and who are compensated for their
participation

Amendment 2’s approach to committee creation will impact the ability to recruit adequate diversity from
communities threatened by displacement and instead encourages political appointees. The current
motion ensures geographic representation for the planning workgroup while also ensuring
representation of displaced communities: low-income, Black, Indigenous, immigrant & refugee,
disabled, LGBTQ2s+, trans and gender diverse leadership. We support the Executive soliciting names of
potential advisory board members from Councilmembers as well as community, and make the
workgroup truly County-wide.

Amendment 3:
Amendment 3 reduces the role of the planning workgroup from “determining” policy and funding
decisions regarding equitable development to “making recommendations.” Our language is consistent

with the County’s “community directs action” level of engagement, while not taking away any of the
Council’s legislative power.

Opposition to the Striker:

In comparing the striker with our vision and intentions (above), we find that the striker weakens the
BIPOC community role in designing and implementing the EDI. Instead of a community-driven and
community co-designed policy and program, to be established by 2023, the striker does not aim to
create a program modeled on Seattle’s, and only calls for a “feasibility study” to be conducted by County
staff combined with creation of a “capital grants fund.” The striker is inconsistent with the coalition’s
vision, diminishes community leadership, and creates another funding process.

1. The striker amendment replaces convening a community-led planning workgroup in 2022 with a
“feasibility study,” led by County staff. In the original motion, the planning workgroup would
complete Phase 1 of planning by mid-year. But in the proposed striker the study would not be
finished until the end of the year, and without community guidance. This is not acceptable — all
preliminary work in designing the EDI, and any analysis done by the County, should be led by
the community-led planning workgroup, and be completed as soon as possible. The growing
displacement crisis needs to be addressed now and supporting community-based organizations
with capacity building and capital funds is necessary to anchoring our communities in place.







2. The striker amendment establishes an advisory committee after the report is submitted by the
Executive, “comprised of three representatives chosen by the executive and one representative
from each council district.” We discuss our opposition to this committee selection process in
Amendment #2.

3. The striker also replaces the motion’s permanent advisory council - which guides program
implementation - with a “review panel” consisting of County staff and representatives from
Councilmember offices. It is critical that community continue to shape and change the program
to meet emerging displacement threats and community solutions, not just review projects.
Seattle’s permanent EDI board — comprising entirely of community representatives - has been
very successful in reviewing and recommending EDI grant applications, and we think is critical to
ensure marginalized community leadership continues to guide the program.

4. The striker removes any deadline for completion of community-led planning (called an “advisory
committee” in the striker and a “planning workgroup” in the motion) and submittal of legislation
by the Executive to establish an EDI. Our motion requires this by Summer of 2023. Between this
provision and the study, discussed in #1 above, the striker will result in a delayed starting date
for a King County EDI.

5. The striker also intends legislation to create only a “capital grants fund.” The motion calls for
creation of an overall initiative to provide capacity building grants for anti-displacement projects,
along with capital funding. This narrowing of the EDI focus undermines our vision for building
community organizations as the problem solvers, development experts, and visionaries.

6. The striker eliminates prioritization of unincorporated areas. While we agree with the
replacement language emphasizing, “communities that are at highest risk of displacement based
on established displacement risk indicator” we also believe that creating a King County EDI must
add to recent policy and programs that ensure BIPOC-majority unincorporated areas receive
long-overdue attention. Furthermore, the language in our motion, “should prioritize
unincorporated area communities, particularly historically marginalized unincorporated area
communities” does not exclude other areas — it directs the planning workgroup and the
Executive to figure out what that means in the context of County-wide equity.

7. The striker also eliminates Phase 2, which is intended to be an implementation period after the
program is created. It focuses on the creation of a “fund” and is not focused on long-term
equitable development investment in communities impacted the most and the longest by
disinvestment and displacement.

Conclusion:
We urge you to reject any amendments to the motion that are not rooted in BIPOC community values
and vision for self-determination.

Sincerely,
Puget Sound Sage and Multicultural Community Coalition, on behalf of the King County Equitable
Development Initiative Coalition









Thank you for sending us the proposed amendments and the striker.

As we shared with you at our meeting with you and in the meeting with your Chief of Staff
this week, the community's vision for the creation of an EDI is reflected in the current motion
which we hope you will reconsider supporting.

The King County EDI Coalition came together last summer to address displacement of BIPOC
communities across the County, and advocate for replication of Seattle’s very successful
Equitable Development Initiative at a regional level. Over 40 organizations have signed our
letter of support for the EDI motion sponsored by CMs Dembowski, Zahilay and Kohl Welles.

We believe that a King County EDI program, as proposed in Motion 2021-0467, will be a
transformative opportunity to put self-determination in the hands of marginalized
communities at risk of displacement across the County. We are very excited to work with you
and the Executive to help design and guide the initiative. We look forward to the discussion in
Wednesday’s COW.

Also, please find attached a letter to County Council that calls for rejection of the three
amendments and the striker that you proposed and describes why. These amendments and
striker are not in line with our coalition’s vision and undermine the motion that we crafted
with our coalition sponsors in collaboration with the Executive’s office.

In summary, your amendments and striker will:

o Completely re-write the motion we carefully crafted with our co-sponsors;

¢ Weaken community involvement in design and eventual oversight of the program;

e Reduce diversity on the community planning workgroup - and delay its start until next
year;

e Slow down the launch of the program to 2024;

¢ Eliminate community capacity-building funding, focusing only on capital; and

o Exclude communities in cities that have an EDI already.

Thank you for your attention. If you have any questions, please contact Kayla Jackson at

kayla@pugetsoundsage.org or Yordanos Teferi at yordanos@mecc-othello.org.

Thanks,
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Kayla Jackson

Kayla Jackson
Program Manager

(she/her)

Puget Sound Sage
414 Maynard Ave S
Seattle, WA 98104

206.485.7540 ext. 115

From: Upthegrove, Dave <Dave.Upthegrove@kingcounty.gov>

Sent: Thursday, January 27, 2022 4:19 PM

To: yordanos@mcc-othello.org <yordanos@mcc-othello.org>; Kayla Jackson
<kayla@pugetsoundsage.org>; Hamdi Abdulle <hamdi@achdo.org>; Jill Kong
<jill@globaltolocal.org>; hoda@livingwellkent.org <hoda@livingwellkent.org>;

kwadwo.oware@yahoo.co.uk <kwadwo.oware@yahoo.co.uk>; Jeannie.williams@ mywesthill.or
<jeannie.williams@mywesthill.org>

Cc: Dembowski, Rod <Rod.Dembowski@kingcounty.gov>; Logsdon, Kristina
<Kristina.Logsdon@kingcounty.gov>; Zahilay, Girmay <Girmay.Zahilay@kingcounty.gov>; Lewis,
Rhonda <Rhonda.lewis@kingcounty.gov>; Kohl-Welles, Jeanne <Jeanne.Kohl-
Welles@kingcounty.gov>; Cooper, Adam <Adam.Cooper@kingcounty.gov>; Gayton, Chandler
<Chandler.Gayton@kingcounty.gov>; Phibbs, Diana <Diana.Phibbs@kingcounty.gov>

Subject: Upthegrove EDI amendments

Good afternoon,

Thank you for continuing our conversation today on a King County EDI. We appreciate the
opportunity to work with you to find a path forward that would support those most at risk of
displacement throughout our County.

As promised, | am attaching the amendments | will be proposing to the current motion.

Please feel free to reach out if you have any questions.

Dave
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From: Jeannie Williams

To: KCC - Committee Assistants (Email Group)
Subject: Establish a KC EDI - Support for Proposed Motion 2021-046, Rejection of Proposed Amendments
Date: Tuesday, February 1, 2022 1:25:44 PM

My name is Jeannie WIlliams and | live in/work in District #2 and am writing on behalf
of the West Hill Community Association, which serves the Skyway-West Hill
community.

I strongly support Proposed Motion 2021-046, to establish King County EDI and
prepare an implementation plan.

The City of Seattle has a history of providing funding and opportunities for BIPOC
communities to lead their own development projects through the_Seattle Equitable
Development Initiative. | believe this can serve as a model for creating a new
community-driven EDI that serves the whole county.

With the increasing price of land and the additional stress on our communities from
Covid, the time is now for all of us across King County to work together to put land
and opportunities in the hands of BIPOC communitie so we can keep our
communities rooted in place. In order to prevent further destabilization and
displacement, our communities must have a significant level of ownership or
stewardship of land in their neighborhoods. EDI would invest much needed funds in
community-led land stewardship projects at all stages of the development process,
including affordable housing, space for small businesses, and cultural facilities. This
is important for my community because Skyway-West Hill has been consistently
underinvested in and has limited funding opportunities and no local government like a
Mayor or City Council to advocate for us. We believe our communities most impacted
by displacement can help solve this problem if we have the resources we need to
create our own solutions. We need a King County EDI NOW so that we don'’t lose
affordable communities to gentrification forever

In addition, | also wanted to address the Amendments being presented by
Council Member Upthgrove

After review of the four proposed amendments by Councilmember Upthegrove, | am deeply
concerned that they undermine the core values and intent of this proposal. | feel we have to reject

any proposals that take away from the vision, and all of the amendments proposed by CM Upthegrove
undermine our values and intentions to achieve the following vision:

“Planning and creation of initiative should be completed in partnership with a planning workgroup
comprising community membership emphasizing Black, indigenous and people of color leadership
and geographic representation including unincorporated King County.”

1.
Striker Amendment S1:
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The striker amendment replaces convening a community-led planning workgroup with a
“feasibility study,” led by County staff. In the motion, the planning workgroup would
complete Phase 1 of planning by mid-year, but the study in the proposed striker would not be
finished until the end of the year without a clear indication as to how the planning workgroup
would meaningfully take part in such. This is not acceptable — all preliminary work in
designing the EDI, and any analysis done by the County, should be led by the community-
led planning workgroup, and be completed as soon as possible.

The striker amendment establishes an advisory committee after the report is submitted by
the Executive, “comprised of three representatives chosen by the executive and one
representative from each council district.” This typical, political approach to committee
creation will not be able to recruit adequate diversity from communities threatened by
displacement and instead encourages political appointees. The Executive can ensure
geographic representation for the planning workgroup while also ensuring representation
of displaced communities: low-income, Black, Indigenous, immigrant & refugee, disabled,
LGBTQ2s+, trans and gender diverse leadership.

The striker also replaces the motion’s permanent advisory council - which guides program
implementation - with a “review panel” consisting of County staff and representatives from
Councilmember offices. It is critical that community continue to shape and change the
program to meet emerging displacement threats and community solutions, not just review
projects. Seattle’s permanent EDI board — comprising entirely of community representatives -
has been very successful in reviewing and recommending EDI grant applications, and we think
is critical to ensure marginalized community leadership continues to guide the program.

The striker removes any deadline for completion of community-led planning (called an
“advisory committee” in the striker and a “planning workgroup” in the motion) and submittal
of legislation by the Executive to establish an EDI. Our motion requires this by Summer of
2023. Between this provision and the study, discussed in #1 above, the striker will result in
a delayed starting date for a King County EDI.

The striker also results in legislation to create only a “capital grants fund.” The motion calls for
creation of an overall initiative to provide capacity building grants for anti-displacement
projects, along with capital funding. This narrowing of the EDI focus undermines our vision
for building community organizations as the problem solvers, development experts, and
visionaries.

The striker eliminates prioritization of unincorporated areas. While we agree that the
replacement language emphasizing, “communities that are at highest risk of displacement
based on established displacement risk indicator,” we also believe that creating a King County
EDI must add to recent policy and programs that ensure BIPOC-majority unincorporated areas
receive long-overdue attention. Furthermore, the language in our motion, “should prioritize
unincorporated area communities, particularly historically marginalized unincorporated area
communities” does not exclude other areas — it directs the planning workgroup and the
Executive to figure out what that means in the context of County-wide equity.





The striker also strips Phase 2 which is intended to be an implementation period after the
program is created. It is only seeking to focus on the creation of a “fund” which arguably
already exists and is not focused on long-term equitable development investment in
communities impacted the worst and the longest by disinvestment and displacement.

Other Amendments:

Amendment 1:
This amendment should be rejected.

Amendment 1 replaces “The initiative shall be countywide in scope, but should prioritize
unincorporated area communities, particularly historically marginalized unincorporated area
communities”

The motion’s language intentionally lifts up the importance of anti-displacement work in
unincorporated areas, which rely entirely on the County for local government. The
unincorporated areas do not have a Mayor or City Council to advocate for them and have
historically been grossly underinvested in. It recognizes that we don’t want to redirect recent
emphasis by the County on anti-displacement in South King County’s unincorporated areas.
Furthermore, the vision is for a County-wide program that does not exclude any community,
including Seattle which already has an EDI program. As we find with point #6 for the striker
bill, we believe how EDI funds are programmed should be worked out by a representative
community workgroup. Additionally, Amendment 1 leaves out mention of cultural
displacement (that was included in the original motion) and instead focuses only on
commercial and residential displacement.

The county does not currently have usable displacement risk data. In the current motion, the
interim advisory board will incorporate available data on current and predicted future
displacement risk and related metrics to determine programs and policies (See lines 88-89 of
motion). This is one way that the interim advisory board will already use data to determine
what prioritization means and how decisions will be made.

Amendment 2:
This amendment should be rejected.
Amendment 2 replaces "a planning workgroup comprised of community membership
emphasizing Black, indigenous and people of color leadership and geographic representation
including unincorporated King County, and who are compensated for their participation.” It

will not create the diversity of impacted communities that will be needed to lead design of
the program. This effort should be lead by community who is closest to the issue.

Amendment 3:





This amendment should be rejected and is also a non-starter.

It reduces the role of the planning workgroup from “determining” policy and funding
decisions regarding equitable development to “making recommendations.” The current
language is consistent with the County’s “community directs action” level of engagement
while not taking away the Council’s legislative power.

Thank Youl!

Jeannie Williams
williamsjeannie63(@gmail.com
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From: Micklow, Andy

To: Calderon, Angelica

Subject: FW: King County EDI Coalition letter
Date: Tuesday, January 25, 2022 11:13:37 AM
Attachments: KCEDI letter Jan 2022.pdf

Hi Angelica,

Can you please include this in public comment for the Feb 2 COW?

Thanks,
Andy

From: Kohl-Welles, Jeanne <Jeanne.Kohl-Welles@kingcounty.gov>

Sent: Monday, January 24, 2022 7:01 PM

To: Micklow, Andy <Andy.Micklow@kingcounty.gov>; Kim, Andrew <Andrew.Kim@kingcounty.gov>
Cc: Cooper, Adam <Adam.Cooper@kingcounty.gov>

Subject: FW: King County EDI Coalition letter

Councilmember Jeanne Kohl-Welles
Metropolitan King County Council, District Four
www.kingcounty.gov/kohl-welles

p: (206) 477-1004 Sign up for my twice-weekly COVID-19 eNews,
Facebook, Twitter, Blog

From: Kayla Jackson <kayla@pugetsoundsage.org>

Sent: Monday, January 24, 2022 11:07 AM

To: Kohl-Welles, Jeanne <Jeanne.Kohl-Welles@kingcounty.gov>

Cc: Fowler, Jonathan <Jonathan.Fowler@kingcounty.gov>; Yordanos Teferi <yordanos@mcc-

othello.org>
Subject: King County EDI Coalition letter

Hi Councilmember Kohl-Welles,

Thank you for your continued support of the King County EDI coalition. | want to share this
letter with you from 40 coalition members in support of King County EDI and the upcoming
motion. Please see the attached letter and list of signatories. Feel free to reach out to me or
Yordanos Teferi with any questions or if you'd like to discuss. The coalition look forward to
continuing to partner with you to make sure a King County EDI is successful.

Thank you,
Kayla Jackson
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To: King County Councilmembers

From: King County EDI Coalition

Date: January 21, 2022

Re: Support for King County EDI Motion

Dear King County Councilmembers,

Over the last year, a coalition of BIPOC-led community organizations throughout King County
have crafted a vision for long-term stability of our neighborhoods through community-driven and
owned development. We have asked, as an initial step, for King County to establish an Equitable
Development Initiative (EDI) which would invest vitally-needed funds in community-led land
stewardship projects at all stages of the development process, including affordable housing,
space for small businesses, and cultural facilities.

We ask for your partnership and urge you to support the motion introduced on December
14, 2021, co-sponsored by Councilmembers Dembowski, Zahilay, and Kohl-Welles,
requesting the Executive establish an equitable development initiative and prepare an
implementation plan in partnership with a community advisory group. We believe that this
motion centers the values of our coalition to prioritize equity and community-driven
solutions to address our region's displacement crisis.

Many of our BIPOC neighborhoods have experienced multiple waves of gentrification and
displacement, and we have watched our neighbors and communities get pushed out multiple
times. With the increasing price of land, and the extreme vulnerabilities created by the COVID-
19 pandemic, the time is now for all of us across King County to work together to put land and
opportunities in the hands of BIPOC communities.

We want to build on the success of the Seattle EDI program and fund community-owned and
driven development projects throughout the county, including in unincorporated areas that have
been historically underinvested in by the county. Our communities need resources to develop
their own culturally responsive and intergenerational solutions to meet their housing, small
business, child care, community and cultural center, social services, and recreation needs. An
additional benefit to community stewardship is increased resilience to growing climate threats
and weather events.

A King County EDI is a first step in a county-wide strategy to holistically invest in community-
driven anti-displacement, development solutions and inter-generational stability.

Please reach out to Yordanos Teferi, at yordanos@mcc-othello.org if you'd like to reach the
coalition to discuss the details of this motion or our vision for a King County EDI.

Sincerely,

African Community Housing and Development (ACHD)
African Leaders Health Board

Asian Counseling and Referral Service
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Black and Tan Hall

Black Dot Underground

Cham Refugees Community

Civic Commons

Congolese Integration Network (CIN)

Dibre Mihret Kidus Mikael

Duwamish Valley Affordable Housing Coalition
Eritrean Community Center

FAME-Equity Alliance of Washington

Front and Centered

Futurewise

Global to Local

Homestead Community Land Trust

Housing Development Consortium of Seattle-King County
Interim CDA

Julio Consulting, LLC

Lake City Collective

Latino Community Fund

Living Well Kent

Lotus Development Partners

Multicultural Community Coalition

Na'ah Illahee Fund

Open Doors for Multicultural Families

Partner in Employment

People's Economy Lab

Puget Sound Sage

Rainier Beach Action Coalition

Sightline Institute

Somali Health Board

Tenants Union of WA

The Rhapsody Project

Vietnamese Buddhist Community - Co Lam Temple
Washington CASA Association

West Hill Community Association

Wing Luke Museum of the Asian Pacific American Experience
White Center CDA

yehaw Indigenous Creatives Collective









Kayla Jackson

Program Manager

(she/her)

Puget Sound Sage
414 Maynard Ave S
Seattle, WA 98104

206.485.7540 ext. 115






From: Patience Malaba

To: KCC - Committee Assistants (Email Group)

Subject: HDC"s Comment letter in support of the King County EDI
Date: Tuesday, February 1, 2022 10:57:31 PM

Attachments: HDC Comment Letter in support of the King County EDI.pdf

Dear King County Council Chair Balducci and Councilmembers,

On behalf of the Housing Development Consortium (HDC)'s 200 members, thank you for this
opportunity fo comment in strong support of the King County EDI motion (Proposed Motion 2021-
046) and urge your support.

Equitable development is an approach to creating healthy, vibrant communities and includes
the investments, programs, and policies that meet the needs of marginalized populations and
reduce disparities. The Equitable Development Initiative (EDI) framework embraces two goals
with the purpose of preventing displacement and increasing equitable access to opportunity.
We need a King County EDI to invest in communities as currently low-income and Black
Indigenous and People of Color communities (BIPOC) across the region, face an ongoing public
health threat from displacement in the face of rising rents and home prices.

The City of Seattle has provided funding and opportunities for communities to lead and partner
in their own development through the Seafttle EDI. We believe this can serve as a model for
creating a new community-driven EDI that serves the whole region. We urge your support in
establishing a King County EDI.

Attached is our comment letter.

Patience Malaba

Director of Government Relations and Policy (Pronouns, She/Her)
Housing Development Consortium of Seattle-King County

1326 5th Avenue, Suite 230 | Seattle, WA 98101
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HOUSING

DEVELOPMENT

consortium
February 15F, 2022

King County City Council
1200 King County Courthouse
516 Third Avenue

Seattle, WA 98104

Re: Support for the King County EDI motion
Dear King County Council Chair Balducci and Councilmembers:

On behalf of the Housing Development Consortium (HDC)'s 200 members, thank you for this opportunity to
comment in strong support of the King County EDI motion (Proposed Motion 2021-046) and urge your support.

Equitable development is an approach to creating healthy, vibrant communities and includes the investments,
programs, and policies that meet the needs of marginalized populations and reduce disparifies. The Equitable
Development Initiative (EDI) framework embraces two broad goals with the dual purpose of both preventing
displacement and increasing equitable access to opportunity. We need a King County EDI to invest in
communities as currently low-income and Black Indigenous and People of Color communities (BIPOC) across the

region, face an ongoing public health threat from displacement in the face of rising rents and home prices.

The City of Seaftle has provided funding and opportunities for communities to lead and partner in their own
development through the Seattle EDI. We believe this can serve as a model for creating a new community-driven

EDI that serves the whole region. We urge your support in establishing a King County EDI.
Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,

Lo

Patience Malaba
Director of Government Relations and Policy
Housing Development Consortium
of Seattle-King County
1326 5th Avenue, Suite 230, Seattle, WA 98101
206.682.9541 | www.housingconsortium.org










From: Evelyn Allen

To: KCC - Committee Assistants (Email Group)
Subject: King County EDI Coalition"s EDI Motion
Date: Tuesday, February 1, 2022 5:08:10 PM

Dear Councilmembers,

| am writing to support the King County EDI Coalition’s EDI Motion being presented to you on

Wednesday, February 2”d, 2022. Asthe Convener of the Black Community Impact Alliance, | was a
part of the community organizations that created the City of Seattle’s Equitable Development
Implementation Plan and the subsequent EDI Fund. The policies and funding addressed the needs of
communities that had experienced a high degree of displacement and marginalization. These
communities in veritably had a high representation of communities of Color. The outcome resulting
from the City of Seattle’s EDI vision is new housing units for families of Color, new businesses, new
training centers, and citizens that no longer felt that they didn’t matter.

These successes were able to occur because funding was placed in the organizations on the ground
working day-to-day with the people in their neighborhoods. They knew what was needed, knew
how to deliver what was needed, and could get it delivered quicker because they were already
trusted. The end result was resources well invested!

King County now has the opportunity to be those forward-thinking visionaries for hope and change.
This future has to be for all of the citizens of King County! That means that the members of the King
County Council will need those community-based groups working day-to-day with communities of
Colors and those in need to get resources where they can do the most good—to be well spent. |ask
that you pass the “EDI Motion” as presented by the King County EDI Coalition.

Thank You,
Evelyn Thomas Allen

President & Executive Director

The Equity Alliance of Washington
206-795-7702 (cell)

Convener, Black Community Impact Alliance

“All that we can do, we will do, out of the old, we’ll create the new.” The Nguzo Saba
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From: Share The Cities Action Fund

To: KCC - Committee Assistants (Email Group)
Subject: Please support establishing an EDI
Date: Tuesday, February 1, 2022 6:38:52 PM

Share The Cities Action Fund is speaking up in strong support for King County to establish an
EDI. Please vote NO on the 3 amendments and striker proposed by Councilmember
Upthegrove.

With the increasing price of land and the additional stress on our communities from Covid, the
time is now for all of us across King County to work together to put land and opportunities in
the hands of BIPOC communitie so we can keep our communities rooted in place.

EDI would invest much needed funds in community-led land stewardship projects at all stages
of the development process, including affordable housing, space for small businesses, and
cultural facilities. This is important for my community because we know that the market has
failed to address the generational wealth gaps and pushed so many friends and family to leave
their home communities & cultural centers, looking for somewhere more affordable to live.

We need an EDI that is community-designed and community-led because the communities
who are experiencing displacement are the ones who should be trusted with the
solutions. We believe our communities most impacted by displacement can help solve this
problem if we have the resources we need to create our own solutions.

People who are most impacted by the housing emergency and the pandemic are struggling.
We appreciate the ways that King County has taken action to address this, but you can do
more to make lasting transformational change.

Please read Puget Sound Sage's Disaster Gentrification research, if you haven't already.

We have volunteers, many who are struggling renters, from across Seattle and King County
who take action together to make equitable spaces online and in our cities. We work on land
use, public broadband, digital equity and housing justice. Our twitter reaches at least 7K folks
daily, regularly a million views in a month. Our newsletter reaches 1K folks and we have
about 100 people in our slack group.

Many, many people won't have the time to send you a personal email or phone call or
speak at council -- but there's an overwhelming enthusiasm for community centered
solutions for equitable cities. Your leadership on this issue is urgent.

We strongly support the King County EDI motion (Proposed Motion 2021-046) proposed by
Councilmembers Dembowski, Zahilay, and Kohl-Welles. And please vote NO on the 3
amendments and striker proposed by Councilmember Upthegrove.

Laura Loe
she/her
Share The Cities Action Fund
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