[image: image1.wmf]
Metropolitan King County Council

Natural Resources and Utilities Committee

STAFF REPORT

	Agenda Items:
	5,6
	Name:
	Mike Reed

	Proposed No.:
	2005-B0041; 2005-0112 
	Date:
	April 7, 2005


SUBJECT:  A briefing on water resource sources, utilization, availability, and potential effects on water supply for domestic, fisheries, fire control, and agricultural purposes; a proposed motion addressing the need for a process to make recommendations regarding regional water supply planning.
SUMMARY:  In recent years, there have been a number of developments with regards to the provision of water for consumptive and instream purposes within King County, which have led to discussions about regional water supply planning.  

The county generally has responsibility under the state Growth Management Act for managing growth in a way that coordinates the availability of services such as water supply with population increase.  The county manages the development permit process, and requires that new development demonstrate its ability to provide water service to newly-arriving residents.

The county’s recent adoption of amendments to the Comprehensive Plan speaks to water supply planning, as follows, in part: 

F-233 King County supports development of a regional water supply plan for the entire region. Key components of this planning process should include:

a. Involvement, oversight and support of elected officials in the region;

b. Meaningful public participation including the involvement of the state and

federally recognized tribes;

c. Prioritization of future supplies, including a role for conservation and reclaimed water;

d. Assigned accountability for implementing conservation and developing new

supplies and infrastructure such as transmission pipelines; and

e. Legislative changes, if necessary, to implement the plan.

The Municipal Water Law of 2003 requires coordination between the water supply plans developed by the county’s water utilities and municipalities, and the county’s Comprehensive Plan: 

43.20 RCW

     NEW SECTION:  In approving the water system plan of a public water system, the department shall ensure that water service to be provided by the system under

the plan for any new industrial, commercial, or residential use is consistent

with the requirements of any comprehensive plans or development regulations

adopted under chapter 36.70A RCW or any other applicable comprehensive plan,

land use plan, or development regulation adopted by a city, town, or county

for the service area.
An existing law, The Public Water Supply Coordination Act (RCW 70.116), requires the review of water supply conditions in areas of the county where there are small, inadequate water systems, or water supply problems which threaten water quality or supply which may best be addressed by coordinated water supply planning.  That act requires that, in such cases, a coordinated water system plan be developed.  There are four areas in King County currently the subject of coordinated water system plans; the plans generally have not been updated, and do not address recently-enacted legal provisions and requirements with regards to water system plans.  

Further, the watershed planning efforts undertaken to respond to the listing of Chinook salmon and bull trout under the Endangered Species Act are nearing completion; input from federal review agencies appears to indicate the need to clearly address the availability of instream water supply necessary to sustain the needs of endangered fisheries.  

Additionally, the increasing emphasis on the use of reclaimed water for appropriate purposes, and the county’s role in processing such water through its wastewater system, underlines the need for coordination between water supply systems and reusable water systems.

Taken together, these developments have encouraged consideration by the county of the need for regional water supply planning.

Separately, the Cascade Water Alliance, a group of eight eastside cities and water supply utilities, have undertaken to establish a strategic direction for future water service for their jurisdictions.  As their discussions have gone forward, they have recognized a need for an appropriate regional water supply planning process, to address their planning needs.  On February 7, 2005, the two entities signed a Memorandum of Understanding on Water Resource and Supply Planning, which indicates that the parties intend to participate collaboratively in water supply planning as it relates to issues of mutual interest.  
Proposed Motion 2005-0112

Proposed Motion 2005-0112 requests the executive to pursue Interlocal agreements for the purpose of preparing a regional water resource and supply plan; the executive is authorized to establish a planning committee with regional partners to:

“update with current information the preliminary assessments originally developed in support of the existing coordinated water supply plans in King County and to develop a recommended scope, schedule and budget for a countywide plan that revises and updates the existing plans through a process that consistent with the provisions of the Public Water System Coordination Act of 1977 and the policies for a regional water supply plan embodied in Policies F-233 through F-235 in the 2004 King County Comprehensive Plan.”

After receipt of planning committee recommendations, the executive is requested to submit a scope, schedule and budget proposal to prepare a regional water supply plan, with a target completion date of December 31, 2007.  The executive is authorized to solicit the support of appropriate interested parties.
ATTACHMENTS:

1.  Proposed Motion 2005-0112 
2.  Transmittal Letter

3.  Memorandum of Understanding On Water Resource and Supply Planning between the Cascade Water Alliance and King County, Washington
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