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January 10, 2022


TO:	The Honorable Dow Constantine, King County Executive

FM:	Parks Capital and Open Space, and Aquatic Facilities Advisory Committee	
	

	Name
	Affiliation
	Council District

	Lynn Zwaagstra
	City of Kirkland
	1

	Jeff Watling
	City of Issaquah
	3

	Andy Sheffer
	City of Seattle
	4

	Julie Parascondola
	City of Kent
	5

	Carrie Hite
	City of Redmond
	6

	Daryl Faber
	City of Auburn
	7

	Carolyn Hope
	City of Burien
	8

	Ethan Newton
	City of Covington
	9

	Susan Pappalardo
	SPLASH Forward
	at-large

	Kfir Amir
	WAVE Aquatics
	at-large

	Travis Stombaugh
	Si View Park District
	at-large

	Jesse Franklin
	Rainier Athletics
	at-large

	William Chen
	City of Seattle
	at-large

	Elaine Ott
	Vashon Park District
	at-large




RE:	King County Parks Levy Grants: Parks Capital and Open Space, 
and Aquatic Facilities Programs - Round 1 Recommended Grant Awards List and Project Descriptions										

The Parks Capital and Open Space, and Aquatic Facilities Grant Programs Advisory Committee (AC) would like to thank Executive Constantine for the opportunity to be involved in the review and evaluation process for the initial round of the Parks Levy Grants. This committee had a series of meetings and interactions to develop program guidelines, applications, and selection criteria. 
	
The AC was aware of the community’s desire to implement the initial grant cycle by the fall of 2021 and worked to prioritize this effort. Applications opened September 15, 2021, and closed October 15. The committee reviewed 22 applications for the Parks Capital and Open Space program and 18 applications for the Aquatic Facilities. Committee members reviewed an array of proposals to expand the network of parks, open space, trails, and aquatic facilities. The AC was particularly aware of the need for a regional assessment on the state of aquatics and supported the list of feasibility studies exploring the next phase of aquatic investments across the county. The AC is pleased to be able to recommend funding for all applications submitted for both programs, as each project will further program goals and better position agencies across the County in meeting the growing need for access to outdoor recreation, open space, trails, and aquatic facilities.
Committee members did have concerns about an abbreviated grant cycle in 2021, but agreed that any undesignated funds could be reprogrammed in 2022. The AC and County staff are eager to meet to review the recent application process in advance of the next grant cycle to discuss improvements to outreach, program guidelines, the applications, and the evaluation process. The AC anticipates an even more robust and diverse slate of applications in 2022 and is ready to work with Parks staff to support this effort.  

The following is a recommended list of grant awardees for the Parks Capital and Open Space, and Aquatic Facilities Programs - Round 1, which were endorsed unanimously by the Advisory Committee. The project list includes funding amounts and a brief summary for each grant. Total recommended funding is $8,316,448 for Parks Capital and Open Space and $12,968,613 for Aquatic Facilities. Additionally, below is Selection Criteria and Alignment with County and Program Goals, which the committee used to identify how each recommended project met the selection objectives of the grant programs. 

cc:	Warren Jimenez, Division Director, Parks and Recreation Division, Department of 
    Natural Resources and Parks





























Selection Criteria and Alignment with County and Program Goals

King County Parks Levy Grants:  Parks Capital and Open Space,
and Aquatic Facilities Programs - Round 1

In accordance with Ordinance 19166 and Motion 15378, all awards in unincorporated areas were made in consultation with the Department of Local Services. Additionally, proposals were considered within the framework of meeting County-wide initiatives and demonstrated alignment by addressing the following:

· Land Conservation Initiative: Ensure access to greenspace for all. Address and fix historic patterns of unequal investment in public open space across King County 
· Prepare for Climate Change: Create, support, and implement policies and actions that reduce climate change vulnerabilities equitably and increase the resilience of King County communities, natural systems, and the built environment
· Clean Water Healthy Habitat Strategic Plan: Promote healthy forests and more green space, along with cleaner, controlled stormwater runoff
· Equity and Social Justice (ESJ): Invest in partnerships that allow the County to apply early, upstream, and preventative solutions; invest in partnerships to steadily inform decision-making; ensure that capital projects have objectives for community engagement and ESJ in benefits/burden distribution 
· State of Play: Provide equitable facility access, and/or transportation barriers; provide a facility fee structure with free or significantly reduced rates for low-income residents; ensure that the project specifically contains inclusive design and increases physical activity opportunities for priority youth; ensure that the partnership exists to identify and address stated needs of the community; ensure that the project will expand access to swimming facilities, especially for priority youth

The application and evaluation criteria for both grant programs were aligned with Ordinance 19166, Attachments A and C, and shared the additional criteria to weigh the relative strength of applications: 
a. 	The project will further establish County-wide priorities, such as equity and social justice, the Strategic Climate Action Plan, improving water quality, and increasing habitat, for example, through green stormwater infrastructure, the Land Conservation Initiative, or implementation of the recommendations in the State of Play Report; 
b. 	The project is supported through partnership and will be measured by resulting community benefits, as well as the strength and diversity of partnership; 
c. 	The project has been identified in an adopted plan;
d. 	The project is located in an underserved area or provides recreational access or benefit where none currently exists;
e. 	The project demonstrates certainty in success of delivery;
f. 	The project demonstrates how successful implementation will be measured over time;
g. 	The project identifies cost-effectiveness and ability to leverage other funding or in-kind donations. 

Additionally, consistent with Attachment C, the aquatics program also considered:
a. 	Addressing an unmet need for aquatics recreation and water safety; 
b. 	Creating new or expanded programming opportunities;
c. 	Preserving, protecting, or enhancing the structural integrity of an existing facility.

Attachment A – Parks Capital and Open Space Grant Criteria
 applications were evaluated in four separate categories: 
1. Open Space Acquisition; 
2. Active Recreation;
3. Passive Recreation; 
4. Local Trails.
Attachment C – Eligible Aquatic Facilities Grant project types relating to public aquatic facilities included: 
1. Planning or feasibility studies;
2. Land purchase;
3. Pre-construction; 
4. Design; 
5. Construction;  
6. Renovation; 
7. Repair; 
8. Expansion;
9. Other capital costs associated with the construction or continued function of an aquatic center. 


ATTACHMENT 4
MEMORANDUM



												
												

The Honorable Dow Constantine
January 10, 2022
Page 2






	Parks Capital and Open Space Grant Awards - Round 1

	Grant Applicant
	Project Name
	Council District
	Grant Award
	Project Summary 

	City of Auburn Parks and Recreation
	Cedar Lanes Park Amenities 
	District 7
	$234,925
	Add new restrooms, expand parking, storage, and pedestrian paths to Cedar Lanes Bike Park project that is in design.

	City of Burien
	Burien Community Center HVAC Replacement Project
	District 8
	$500,000
	Replace the original 1970 Heating, Ventilation, and Air Conditioning (HVAC) system in the Burien Community Center (BCC) to allow for continued use as a community center and emergency shelter.  

	City of Covington
	Jenkins Creek Park, Parking, Access, and Restoration
	District 9
	$500,000
	Provide the park with a main entrance, dedicated parking, stream/wetland restoration and other improvements to increase access, safety, and environmental stewardship.

	City of Duvall
	Big Rock Ball Fields. Phase II Design 
	District 3
	$100,000
	Passive and active reactional components, including fields for our youth/adult leagues and beautiful trails and open spaces.

	City of Kent
	Salt Air Vista Park Renovation
	District 5
	$338,000
	Update this neighborhood park with an all-new playground, new swings, and improved neighborhood connections. 

	City of Kent
	Morrill Meadows Park Renovation
	District 5
	$500,000
	Renovate the park’s playground, grass lawn, trails, and plaza space.

	City of Kent
	Regional Trails Enhancements
	District 5
	$206,437
	Replace and improve informational and wayfinding signage on Kent Regional Trails, including the Green River Trail and Interurban Trail. 

	City of Kirkland
	Big Finn Hill Park Acquisition
	District 1
	$500,000
	Acquire a 4.76-acre parcel adjacent to Big Finn Hill Park that will conserve natural conditions near Denny Creek, extend passive recreational opportunities, and prevent development. 

	City of Mercer Island
	Luther Burbank Park Pickleball Sport Courts
	District 6
	$193,000
	A fifty-year-old sports court will be renovated and reprogrammed to include dedicated tennis and pickleball courts.

	City of Newcastle
	CrossTown Trail at Lake Boren
	District 9
	$500,000
	Build a 0.15-mile trail to complete the missing links in two trails within Lake Boren Park. The trail will provide new connections and offer birdwatching, fishing, and picnicking.

	City of North Bend
	Meadowbrook Prairie Loop Trail
	District 3
	$500,000
	New bicycle and pedestrian trail connecting through Meadowbrook Farm to Snoqualmie Middle School, Centennial Fields Park, and the MB Farm Interpretive Center, with interpretive signage and wetland restoration.

	City of Redmond
	Senior & Community Center
	District 3
	$500,000
	Construct a facility to serve the entire community with multigenerational active recreational, arts, events, and gathering areas for year-round opportunities.

	City of Renton
	Coulon Park Picnic Floats and ADA Access
	District 9
	$481,050
	Replace and enhance two existing picnic floats, ramps, and amenities as part of the Coulon North Water Walk Renovation, providing new ADA access for these unique floating gathering spaces.

	City of Shoreline
	Rotary Park Access
	District 1
	$500,000
	The acquisition of this parcel would expand upon and leverage the passive recreational use envisioned by the City of Shoreline on property owned by Seattle City Light.

	City of Tukwila
	Tukwila Teen & Senior Center Study
	District 5
	$100,000
	Serve the needs of teens and seniors in Tukwila through a community-centered process to include passive and active recreational gathering spaces and gardens.

	Fall City Metropolitan Park District
	West Side Trail (Phase 1)
	District 3
	$500,000
	A shared-use paved trail that enhances public safety for all users, and creates a more walkable community by linking schools and residential areas to downtown Fall City.

	Seattle Department of Parks and Recreation
	South Park Community Center Site Renovation 
	District 8
	$500,000
	Includes the installation of a new spray park, play areas, dog off-leash area, sports field, fitness zone, loop trail, basketball court, lighting, and ADA access improvements.   

	Seattle Department of Parks and Recreation
	Colonnade MTB Park Upgrade
	District 2
	$120,000
	The Seattle Parks and Recreation Colonnade Mountain Bike (MTB) Park will upgrade a new pump track, jump lines, beginner trails, and features to create a more youth and family-friendly playscape.     

	Seattle Department of Parks and Recreation
	North Rainier Landbank Park 
	District 2
	$500,000
	This new one-acre park features picnicking, a fitness zone, half-court basketball, and a play area. It prioritizes pedestrian safety/accessibility and addresses stormwater improvements, including 40 new trees.    

	Seattle Department of Parks and Recreation
	Eli’s Park Project
	District 2
	$500,000
	Initiated and designed by the community, this project will renovate Burke Gilman Playground Park into a regional destination that is fully accessible to people of all abilities. 

	Si View Metropolitan Park District
	North Bend Connector Trail
	District 3
	$499,999
	Construct a 5.65-mile multi-use trail linking Tennant Trailhead Park and Raging River State Forest Trail System, from North Bend to Snoqualmie Point Park. 

	Si View Metropolitan Park District
	Edgewick Connector Trail
	District 3
	$43,037
	Construct a non-motorized 0.3-mile gravel trail connecting the Edgewick neighborhood near North Bend to the regional Snoqualmie Valley Trail near Rattlesnake Lake. 



	Aquatic Facilities Grant Awards - Round 1

	Organization Name
	Project Name
	Council District
	Grant Award
	Project Summary 

	City of Bellevue - Parks
	Bellevue Aquatic Center Feasibility Study
	District 6
	$100,000
	A new state-of-the-art aquatic center will add to the success of the existing Bellevue Park System, further the quality of life for all residents, and attract new people and businesses to the City.

	City of Covington
	Covington/Maple Valley Aquatic Center Plan
	District 9
	$100,000
	Advance the design of a new aquatic and recreation center to replace the existing Covington Aquatic Center and address area-wide recreational needs.

	City of Enumclaw
	Pool Improvements and Expansion
	District 9
	$1,207,194
	Renovation of lobby/offices, ADA upgrades to locker rooms, convert public restrooms to family changing rooms, add meeting/party room rental space, and update the exterior front of the pool building.

	City of Federal Way
	Federal Way Pool Slide and Play Element Project
	District 7
	$250,000
	Replace the 20-foot fiberglass slide and aging play structure at the Federal Way Community Center and repair the concrete circular stairs and support columns on the waterslide.

	City of Issaquah Recreation and Community Services
	Issaquah Aquatic Center Study
	District 3
	$80,000
	Conduct a feasibility study on adding pool space for the City of Issaquah.

	City of Kenmore
	Kenmore/Kirkland Aquatic Center Study
	District 1
	$100,000
	Kenmore and Kirkland are partnering to find an appropriate site for a community aquatic center. This will provide residents with public, year-round, and indoor aquatic access.

	City of Kenmore
	North King County Aquatic Center Study
	District 1
	$100,000
	Kenmore, Lake Forest Park, and Shoreline are partnering to find a site and determine appropriate features for a community aquatic center to provide residents public indoor aquatic access year-round. 

	City of Renton
	Henry Moses Aquatic Center Study
	District 5
	$100,000
	Planning/feasibility study on how to best enhance, stabilize, and expand Henry Moses Aquatic Center to improve access and user value for a popular aquatics facility serving King County residents. 

	Des Moines Pool Metropolitan Park District
	MRP Aquatic Feasibility Study
	District 5
	$100,000
	A comprehensive site assessment and aquatic feasibility study for Mount Rainier Pool to determine future usage, updates to current ADA standards, and potentially be more inclusive.

	Highline Public Schools
	Evergreen Pool Gutter Repair
	District 8
	$100,000
	Redesign/repair a cracked gutter system at the Evergreen Pool, which is losing approximately 100,000 gallons water every month. 

	Lake Washington School District
	Juanita Aquatics Renovations
	District 1
	$1,800,000
	Provide critical updates by upgrading outdated HVAC and pool equipment, providing much-needed ADA upgrades, and securing the building envelope. 

	Mercer Island School District #400
	Mary Wayte Pool
	District 6
	$97,141
	Planning and design study for a $4 million renovation work project. MISD took ownership of the pool in 2011 and has an ongoing partnership with the City of Mercer Island.

	Renton School District
	Hazen HS Modernize Pool
	District 9
	$2,744,278
	Repair and correct issues with the pool vessel, update natatorium finishes, and modernize chemical and mechanical systems, locker rooms, and staff spaces.

	Seattle Parks and Recreation
	Colman Pool Renovation
	District 8
	$1,800,000
	Update operation-critical equipment, improve the user experience, and expand the types of users who can enjoy this facility.

	Seattle Parks and Recreation
	Medgar Evers Pool Design
	District 2
	$90,000
	This pre-design work will include a concrete service-life evaluation and options analysis for restoration of the existing structure, and development of a basis of design for electrification of the facility. 

	Si View Metropolitan Park District
	Si View Aquatic Center
	District 3
	$4,000,000
	Construction of a new public indoor aquatic center designed to support a diverse range of programming for all ages and abilities in Snoqualmie Valley.

	Tukwila Pool Metropolitan Park District
	TPMPD Feasibility Study
	District 8
	$100,000
	A study to establish a path forward for enabling and enhancing high-quality aquatics programming through remodeling or building new infrastructure. 

	Vashon-Maury Island Park and Recreation District
	Vashon Pool Upgrades
	District 8
	$100,000
	Replace the facility’s failing winter dome, slide, hot water heaters, boiler burner, solar energy system, and thermal cover. 



