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SUBJECT/SUMMARY

For the past several weeks the Committee has been focusing on four of five[footnoteRef:1] pieces of legislation related to the proposed $15.8 million acquisition of portions of the Eastside Rail Corridor [15.6 miles in fee in the southern section and 3.6 miles for a trail easement in the northern section] that have been transmitted for Council consideration.  They are:  [1:  A fifth piece of legislation – an agreement with the City of Kirkland – is still to be finalized and is not expected to be transmitted during 2012.] 


	2012-0352
	Supplemental appropriation totaling approximately $1.7 million to fund immediate trail capital and maintenance needs, as well as a portion of the property acquisition cost

	2012-0353
	Purchase and Sale Agreement authorizing the acquisition of portions of the Eastside Rail Corridor from the Port of Seattle

	2012-0354
	Reciprocal Coordination and Cooperation Covenant Agreement (RCCCA) with Puget Sound Energy (PSE)

	2012-0382
	Intergovernmental Land Transfer Agreement with City of Redmond



In addition to these components of the legislative package, Council will be considering a newly introduced motion:

	2012-0452
	Motion would establish the Eastside Rail Corridor as a corridor of regional significance and establish the Eastside Rail Corridor Regional Advisory Council to coordinate a regional planning process



Proposed Motion 2012-0452 was prepared to respond to Council’s interest in carrying out the regional planning process that was originally envisioned in 2008 in Ordinance 16084 and in 2009 in Ordinance 16738, as well as in the 2009 non-binding Memorandum of Understanding that was signed by the Port, County, Sound Transit, Puget Sound Energy, and City of Redmond.

Today’s meeting has two goals:

1. To complete the discussion from November 13, 2012, of outstanding questions that have been previously raised (please see Attachment 1 behind Tab 6); and 

2. To review Proposed Motion 2012-0452 and discuss the process by which regional planning could be accomplished through the proposed Eastside Rail Corridor Regional Advisory Committee.

ANALYSIS

Proposed Motion 2012-0452 would establish the Eastside Rail Corridor as a corridor of regional significance and establish the Eastside Rail Corridor Regional Advisory Council to coordinate a regional planning process.

Corridor of Regional Significance. In recognition of the fact that the portions of the Eastside Rail Corridor that are located in King County span a significant area – from Renton to the Snohomish County line and from Woodinville to Redmond – and that the Corridor will link cities, towns, and regional centers, the regional trail network, the regional transportation network, and the regional transit network, the proposed motion would establish the Corridor as a corridor of regional significance.

This designation as a “corridor of regional significance” is consistent with the Puget Sound Regional Council’s (PSRC) May 2007 BNSF Corridor Preservation Study, which recommended that the region “preserve this unique corridor,” noting that trail development could occur within the near-term, with passenger rail or other public transit achievable in the medium term.[footnoteRef:2]  [2:  Puget Sound Regional Council, BNSF Corridor Preservation Study, Prepared by HDR, May 2007, p. 7. ] 


This designation for the Corridor is also consistent with PSRC’s VISION 2040,[footnoteRef:3] the regional plan that was adopted in April 2008 as part of the region’s continued compliance with the goals of the Washington State Growth Management Act (GMA). VISION 2040 is based on a framework of six policy areas. In each of these areas, dual usage of the Corridor would correspond with the goals of VISION 2040: [3:  Puget Sound Regional Council, VISION 2040, April 2008.] 


· Environment. Dual usage of the Corridor would allow the region to enhance and protect the environment by offering transportation alternatives that will result in reduced greenhouse gas emissions.

· Development Patterns. The Corridor would provide a trans-generational opportunity to support walkable, compact, and connected communities through publicly owned lands.

· Housing. The Corridor would provide a regional opportunity to connect historically disadvantaged and geographically disparate communities and centers. The Corridor could also promote improved public health through increased opportunities to bike and walk.

· Economy. The Corridor would provide an opportunity to connect jobs, housing, and transportation across multiple communities.

· Transportation. Development of the Corridor has the potential to meet future public transportation needs by providing connections to South, East, and North King County through both public transit and non-motorized biking, walking, and hiking trails, and also to connect to the regional trail system that could extend into Snohomish and Skagit counties to the north and Pierce County to the south.

· Public Services. The Corridor is currently a regional utility corridor for the transmission of gas, electricity, water, and wastewater and would offer regional utility providers the opportunity to meet future utility needs.

In addition to meeting regional goals, the dual usage of the Corridor would also advance County policies and goals, including: 

· King County Equity and Social Justice Initiative, by supporting ongoing public access for all people to the Corridor as a safe, clean, and quality outdoor space that will serve the interests of the citizens of the region;

· King County Strategic Plan, by encouraging vibrant, prosperous, and sustainable communities and safeguarding and enhancing King County’s natural resources and environment; and

· King County Comprehensive Plan, by furthering the Comprehensive Plan’s goals in the areas of economic development, housing, natural resources, utilities, and transportation.

Eastside Rail Corridor Regional Advisory Committee. The Eastside Rail Corridor Regional Advisory Council (ERCRAC), as proposed, would be established to carry out the regional planning process that was originally envisioned in 2008 in Ordinance 16084 and in 2009 in Ordinance 16738, as well as in Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) that was signed by King County the Port, Sound Transit, Puget Sound Energy, and the City of Redmond in 2009. As part of that MOU, the parties agreed to “coordinate planning and development activities to the extent possible to ensure effective use of the Southern Portion of the Corridor and the Redmond Spur.”

This type of coordinated, regional planning process has been identified as particularly desirable given the fragmented nature of the ownership interests in the Southern Portion and the Redmond Spur. The proposed advisory council would respond to that need through leadership by representatives from each of the property and easement owners within the Southern Portion:

· King County: three councilmembers and the Executive;
· Sound Transit: one representative;
· Puget Sound Energy: one representative;
· City of Redmond: one representative; and
· City of Kirkland: one representative.

If the concept of the advisory council is approved, each of the agreements the County would approve as part of the legislative package to acquire the Corridor and carry out agreements with the other owners could be amended to require mutual participation in the advisory council’s regional planning process.

The executive-level advisory council members would work together with the aid of an outside facilitator and a technical staff work group to develop short-term and long-term coordinated plans for the development and use of the Corridor:

· Charter and work plan. The advisory council would develop and charter and work plan and identify policy options by March 29, 2013.

· Stakeholder outreach. The advisory council would reach out to a broad spectrum of stakeholders, including regional partners, local governments, community organizations, business owners, adjacent landowners, rail/trail advocates, public health agencies, and interested citizens.

· Near-term and long-term recommendations. The advisory council would present recommendations, including any needed changes to the Countywide Planning Policies, to the County Executive by June, 2013. The Executive would transmit these recommendations to the County Council by July 31, 2013.

The advisory council could provide a structured forum in which to carry out the regional planning process that was originally envisioned in 2009. It could enable long-term dual usage of the Corridor, while providing a venue through which the diverse array of property owners could discuss their individual and mutual interests and develop a plan that would ensure that owners do not inadvertently frustrate each other’s interests.

NEXT STEPS

As requested, staff is proceeding along a timeline that will lead to Committee recommendation and Council adoption no later than December 10, 2012. Remaining meetings include: 

Wednesday, November 28, 2 p.m.: Special Meeting: alternatives deliberated and directions given for amendments
Monday, December 3, 9:30 a.m.: Amendments brought forward if ready; public hearing on Proposed Ordinances at Council in the afternoon.
Wednesday, December 5, 1:30 p.m. Special Meeting:  amendments presented and acted upon if ready; expedite to December 10 Council meeting 
Monday, December 10, 9:30 a.m.: final action if not done on 12/5; expedite to afternoon Council meeting.  

ATTACHMENTS

1. Proposed Motion 2012-0452
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