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Metropolitan King County Council
STAFF REPORT

SUBJECT
A motion clarifying the May 9, 2016, motions that made appointments to fill two judicial vacancies in the West Division of King County District Court. The motion is on the agenda for introduction and action without referral to committee, because the filing period for District Court begins on May 16, 2016.
SUMMARY
Proposed Motion 2016-0248 (Att. 1) would specify the judge position to which each of the two recent District Court appointees, Lisa Paglisotti and Gregg Hirakawa, was appointed. The motion would specify that Ms. Paglisotti was appointed to fill Judge Position No. 1, which became vacant upon the appointment of Judge Johanna Bender to King County Superior Court as of December 1, 2015, and that Mr. Hirakawa was appointed to fill Judge Position No. 4, which became vacant upon the retirement of Judge Eileen Kato as of March 1, 2016.
BACKGROUND
In District Court divisions with multiple judges, the judge positions are numbered for the purpose of identifying them in elections. By Motions 14636 and 14637, adopted on May 9, 2016, the Council appointed Lisa Paglisotti and Gregg Hirakawa to fill two vacancies in the West Division of the King County District Court. The motions did not identify the judge positions to which Ms. Paglisotti and Mr. Hirakawa were being appointed.[footnoteRef:1] The King County Prosecuting Attorney’s Office has advised that the designation of judge position should be made by the Council. Proposed Motion 2016-0248 would do so.  [1:  Usually, only one judicial vacancy at a time is being filled in any given division of the District Court, so it is clear which judge position is being filled. That was not the case in this instance.] 
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