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SUBJECT

Today’s briefing will present the recommendations of the King County Conservation Futures Citizens Committee for allocation of program funding for Conservation Futures Tax (CFT) and Parks Levy open space projects for 2016. 

SUMMARY

Each year, the King County Conservation Futures Citizens Committee prepares recommendations for CFT and Parks Levy open space acquisition project allocations. These recommendations are submitted to the Executive, who determines how to incorporate them into the proposed budget for the following year. Members of the Conservation Futures Citizens Committee will present their recommendations for project allocations for 2016 to provide funding to 46 projects with $9.7 million in CFT and $7.75 million in Parks Levy funds.

BACKGROUND

King County Code, Motion 12587 and Ordinance 17568 provide for a process for an annual allocation CFT and Parks Levy open space acquisition funds through a citizen-based review managed by the King County Conservation Futures Citizens Committee. On an annual basis, members of the Citizens Committee present their funding recommendations, including the factors influencing those recommendations. These recommendations are then transmitted to the Executive, who determines how to incorporate them into the proposed budget.  

CFT funds are collected County-wide as a dedicated portion of the property tax and are, in accordance with state law and King County Code, available only for the acquisition of open space and resource lands. The CFT tax rate is $0.0625 per $1,000 of assessed value, the maximum allowed under state law. 

The Parks, Open Space and Trails Levy, which was approved by King County voters in August 2013, provides funding for acquisition of open space, acquisition and development of trails, operations and maintenance of the countywide parks and recreation system, pass-through funding for local cities and the Woodland Park Zoo, and funding for the Community Partnership & Grants program. 

2016 Recommendations. The Citizens Committee received requests for more than $35 million from 51 projects. The committee recommended funding for 46 of the projects that applied, although there were not sufficient funds to fully fund each project. In total, the committee recommended $9.7 million from CFT and $7.75 million from the Parks Levy. Projects recommended for funding included:

· 14 projects in suburban cities;
· 5 projects in Seattle;
· 23 projects in rivers, salmon and riparian habitat, and adjacent to existing trails and open spaces in unincorporated King County, in the Snoqualmie Watershed, Cedar River/Lake Washington Watershed, Green River Watershed, White River Watershed, and Vashon/Maury Island; and
· 4 projects to preserve agricultural operations in unincorporated King County.

Members of the Citizens Committee visited each proposed project and met with project applicants. The Committee focused particular attention on projects’ ability to meet equity and social justice goals.

In addition, members of the Citizens Committee responded to two motions, which the Council adopted in early 2015 following the Code-outlined procedure[footnoteRef:1] by which the Council can provide guidance to the Citizens Committee.  [1:  K.C.C. 26.12.010.B.] 


· Motion 14302 requested that a priority for consideration be one or more projects near or adjacent to already preserved properties, for the purpose of preservation of existing recreational uses, view corridors and open space along the Sammamish river, the Burke-Gilman trail, the Sammamish River trail, the Tolt Pipeline trail and the Eastside Rail Corridor, in order to promote the enhancement of existing open space uses, and to preserve scenic resources and recreational land uses.

· Motion 14305 requested that a priority for consideration be one or more projects for the purpose of riparian habitat preservation and restoration along the lower Green River, to preserve existing stands and allow planting of large trees to provide shade to the river.

The Citizens Committee has recommended funding for projects that comply with each of these motions. In response to Motion 14302, the Citizens Committee has recommended funding for the Wayne Golf Course – Front Nine and Back Nine projects. In response to Motion 14305, the Citizens Committee has recommended funding for the Re-Greening the Green project.

A list of the projects the Citizens Committee has recommended can be found in Attachment 1. A detailed description of each project can be found in Attachment 2. A presentation with images and maps can be found in Attachment 3. A transmittal letter can be found in Attachment 4.

ATTACHMENTS

1. Table of 2016 King County Conservation Futures Citizens Committee recommendations

2. Recommendations for the Allocation of 2016 Conservation Futures Tax Levy Collections and 2016 King County Parks Levy Regional Open Space Acquisition Funds, July 1, 2015, King County Conservation Futures Citizens Committee

3. Presentation slides: Recommendations for 2016, Conservation Futures Funds & King County Parks Levy Funds, King County Conservation Futures Citizens Committee

4. Transmittal Letter, King County Conservation Futures Citizens Committee

5. Map of Applications
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