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Metropolitan King County Council

Regional Water Quality Committee
 
Staff Report
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	Name:
	Beth Mountsier

	Briefing No.:
	2012-B0173
	Date:
	December 5, 2012

	Attending:
	Pam Elardo, Director, Wastewater Treatment Division
Dave White, Manager, Scientific and Technical Support Section, Water and land Resources



SUBJECT:   

A briefing on review of the water quality assessment and monitoring study related to combined sewer overflows.  

SUMMARY:

Ordinance 17413 which approved the amendment to the King County’s long-term combined sewer overflow (“CSO”) control plan , also authorized the Executive to implement a water quality assessment and monitoring study in Section 2 of the ordinance.

Committee and Executive staff will review with the committee the purpose of the study and the proposed process to develop a work plan (including input from the Regional Water Quality Committee) for this study based on the most recent input from the intergovernmental staff group.  

Ordinance 17413 states:

SECTION 2.  A.  The King County executive is hereby authorized to implement a water quality assessment and monitoring study, consistent with applicable legal requirements,  including analysis and value engineering of planned projects to inform EPA's integrated planning approach and future CSO control program review with regard to sequencing and prioritization of CSO projects  while meeting the county's state and federal legal obligations to complete required CSO control projects by 2030 and to conform to CSO control regulations in chapter 173-245 WAC.
	B.  The study should utilize the new EPA integrated planning approach framework to allow integration and sequencing of projects to ensure that investments in CSO control projects are well-planned and timed to optimize water quality improvements in the sub-basins to which King County's CSOs discharge. Furthermore, the study should emphasize and support value-engineering efforts to refine projects and reduce the costs of constructing CSO infrastructure.  This should include opportunities to pursue complementary or combined projects with the city of Seattle or other entities, if it is cost-effective for King County ratepayers.

	C.  The study shall include:
	  1.  Analyzing and synthesizing findings from existing studies;
	  2.  Collecting new information and filling data gaps through additional monitoring and sampling where identified as necessary;
	  3.  Assessing factors affecting water quality in the sub-basins and water bodies where King County CSOs discharge; and
	  4.  Recommending integration and sequencing of projects to meet current federal and state water quality standards and improve water quality.

	D.  The regional water quality committee shall provide policy guidance and specific questions for analysis in the study scope of work.

	E.  The King County executive shall transmit legislation for approval of a scope of work for the study and its cost, consistent with the direction of this ordinance, including a transparent and inclusive stakeholder process.  Where appropriate, participation by federal, state, tribal and regional environmental leaders shall be arranged through executive appointment and confirmation by the King County council.

	F. The regional water quality committee shall review the recommendations that emerge from the analysis and study.
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