
	[image: image1.png]King County




	KING COUNTY, WASHINGTON

The Ferguson Group

Activity Report

September – October 2005




	
	PROJECT
	DESCRIPTION OF REQUEST
	UPDATE

	1a
	Transportation


	Secure the following in the Transportation Appropriations bill:

1. $5 million for Bus Radio Replacement Program
2. $3 million for County-wide Signal Synchronization Program; 

3. $2 million for Tolt Bridge Replacement;
4. $3.2 million for Vashon Island Passenger Only Ferry; and,

5. $2 million for Transit Oriented Development. 

Secure the following in the reauthorization of the Transportation Equity Act:

1. $60 million in New Starts Program for an arterial and corridor Bus Rapid Transit System.

	The House and the Senate passed their respective Transportation, Treasury, and HUD spending legislation and will hold a House-Senate conference in early November to finalize the bill.  More projects will be added at this time. 
TFG is working with the delegation to maintain existing funding for projects already included in the bill, and to add funding for the County’s other requests. 
TFG worked with County staff to prepare briefing materials for an I-405 BRT FY 2006 appropriations request based upon the authorization secured under the SAFETEA bill that was passed earlier this year.  TFG briefed the congressional delegation on the project. 


	1b
	Transportation
	Secure $10.73 million for Airport Runway Rehabilitation


	

	2
	Workforce Training

	Self-Sufficiency Initiative:  Secure $1 million in the Labor-Health and Human Services-Education Appropriations bill to integrate workforce training services into other social services currently offered to ex-offenders transitioning back into the community.  The requested funding will concentrate on providing jobs skills, training and job placement.


	The full Senate is expected to debate the legislation soon. Projects will be added in conference. TFG continues to work with the delegation to secure funding for this project. 
  

	3
	Salmon Recovery


	Secure the following in the Energy and Water Appropriations bill (Corps of Engineers): 

· $2.5 million for the Green/Duwamish Ecosystem Restoration Program;
· Funding for Salmon Habitat Restoration Studies, specifically: 

· $995,000 for the Lake Washington/Ship Canal Ecosystem Study; 

· $1.9 million for the Puget Sound Nearshore Ecosystem Restoration Project; and

· $580,000 for the Puyallup River Basin Ecosystem Restoration study.

· $3 million for the Puget Sound and Adjacent Waters Project.
Support funding for and reauthorization of the Pacific Coastal Salmon Recovery Program to provide continued support for the Salmon Recovery Funding Board at $34 million level.
Support efforts to design, implement and maintain a series of on-the-ground restoration projects on private agricultural lands for salmon habitat restoration in the Snoqualmie Watershed through the USDA’s Natural Resources Conservation Service, Wildlife Habitat Incentives Program. 

	TFG worked with Congressman Reichert’s office to advance the Duwamish/Green project’s position with the Administration. Efforts resulted in Congressman Reichert urging OMB to include the project in the Administration’s FY 2007 budget request.  
Conference negotiations on the Energy & Water Appropriations bill between the House and Senate began in October. Preliminary indications are that the Senate and House will split the difference in their respective funding levels. TFG continues to work with the congressional delegation to fund the County’s projects.  



	4
	Molten Fuel Cell Demonstration Project
	Secure $2.5 million in the VA, HUD and Independent Agencies Appropriations bill (EPA-EPM).  This project has received $8.7 million in federal funding from FY 1998 to FY 2005.  

	No Update.  


	5
	Puget Sound Recovery Initiative
	Secure $250,000 in the Interior Appropriations bill to investigate and analyze opportunities to fully integrate federal, state and local efforts to restore listed and candidate species, habitat and water quality within the Puget Sound basin.

	No Update. 


	6
	Growth Management/ Smart Growth 

	· Cedar Green Partnership (formerly known as Rock Creek Vision) -- Secure $5 million to leverage private and local funds to ensure long term forestry in the rapidly growing Eastern King and Pierce County Forest zones.

· Forest Legacy:  Support funding for the forest legacy projects proposed by the State of Washington for the acquisition of development rights on forest parcels.  The State proposal includes projects in King County worth $3 million.

	No Update.  

	7
	Emergency Management 
	Support federal legislation that provides revenue tools to local governments to fund the new infrastructure needed to provide effective e-911 services resulting from internet service providers offering Voice Over Internet Protocol (VOIP).


	TFG continues to monitor legislation addressing these concerns.  Companion bills in the House and Senate, H.R. 2418 and S. 1063 (the IP-Enabled Voice Communications and Public Safety Act) would mandate that providers of VoIP offer e911 service.  Neither bill, however, would guarantee by statute the authority of local governments to tax such services in order to provide a revenue source to public safety offices.  The Committees of Jurisdiction in both the House and Senate sidestepped the issue of VoIP taxation due to a lack of consensus.  

S. 1063 and H.R. 2418 have bipartisan sponsorship.  The Senate Commerce Committee (Committee of Jurisdiction) is scheduled to mark up its bill on November 2.  It is unlikely that the bill will receive consideration on the Senate floor this session.   H.R. 2418 has not yet been scheduled for a hearing in the House Energy and Commerce Committee (Committee of Jurisdiction).


	8

	Homeland Security/ Bioterrorism


	· Support legislation to streamline funding to local first responders and provide them with greater control over how grant resources would be expended at the local level.

· Support increased funding for local governments to conduct security assessments for water treatment plants, drinking water distribution facilities, and transportation infrastructure, along with funding to support the implementation of security projects for such facilities.  

· Support increased funding for city and county organizations to target major population centers providing regional services in response to weapons of mass destruction.

· Support funding to enhance the basic infrastructure of the public health system and its ability to prepare for and respond to acts of terrorism, especially bioterrorism.

	TFG is working on provisions in the reauthorization of the USA PATRIOT Act that would require DHS to increase funding for high threat regions.  The current program uses population as the sole criteria for award amounts.  The bill is currently in House-Senate Conference.  

Despite strong lobbying efforts to the contrary, the final FY 2006 Homeland Security Appropriations bill reduced funding to state and local governments.  Unexpended balances remaining from previous fiscal years were cited as the reason for the cuts. 



	9
	School Safety 
	Secure $350,000 to support School Resource Officer(s) in unincorporated King County. 


	

	10
	Medicaid 

	Support legislation to increase the Federal Medical Assistance Percentage (FMAP).  King County mental health, drug and alcohol, and developmental disabilities services rely on Medicaid funding.

	TFG worked with NACo to oppose congressional budget reconciliation efforts that would reduce Medicaid and Medicare funding.  

Due, in part, to TFG and NACo’s lobbying efforts, the Senate reduced the amount of proposed Medicaid cuts by approximately $2.2 billion.  The Senate is scheduled to mark up its bill in early November.  The bill would limit the cuts to $18.6 billion from Medicare and $7.7 billion from Medicaid.  

The House has not yet announced specific cuts to the Medicare and Medicaid programs.

TFG continues to work with NACo and other groups to find a congressional sponsor for legislation that would temporarily increase FMAP.  



	11
	Repeal Institutions for Mental Disease (IMD) Exclusion


	Facilities of greater than 16 beds that are primarily devoted to the care of psychiatric patients are deemed to be Institutions for Mental Diseases (IMD). Persons in such a facility do not qualify for Medicaid and no Title XIX funding can be used for their care. The IMD Exclusion impacts over 400 individuals who reside in King County residential facilities.

	No Update.

	12


	Health Care Reform
	· Encourage the Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS) to speed up and significantly expand its current efforts to:

· Make publicly available quantifiable measures of hospital and physician quality, clinical information system adoption, and clinical management capabilities; and 

· Prepare to implement promptly recommendations for CMS provider incentives, expected in 2005 from the Institute of Medicine. 

· Encourage CMS and the Agency of Health Research and Quality (AHRQ) to continue to:

· Publicly support cost-effective evidence-based medicine and medical practices; 

· Advocate the importance of improving quality of health care delivered; and

· Fund innovative pilot programs, demonstration projects and evaluations that focus on quality of care issues.


	

	13

	Housing, Homeless and Community Development Funds

	HUD Independent Agencies Appropriation – 

· Increase appropriation for CDBG formula funds to $5 billion nation wide and ensure that King County’s formula share is maintained or increased. 

· Adequately fund the Section 8 voucher program

· Maintain or increase funding for Homeless Assistance (McKinney) and ensure the renewal of Shelter Plus Care funding. 

· Maintain or increase funding for HOME program.

	TFG worked with County staff to advocate for the highest possible FY 2006 funding levels for key federal housing and community development programs. We requested Senators Murray and Cantwell cosponsor an amendment to restore $200 million respectively to CDBG, Section 8, and Public Housing programs.  Senator Cantwell signed on as a cosponsor of the amendment. Although the amendment was withdrawn, cosponsors secured a commitment from the Chairman to secure more funding for the programs in Conference. 

We also emphasized to Senators Murray and Cantwell the importance of maintaining the FY 2005 funding level for the Youthbuild program in Conference.



	14
	Magnuson Act Amendment 
	Support proposed legislative language in the current reauthorization bill that would allow NOAA the discretionary authority to access and employ local law enforcement resources to fulfill certain duties mandated by the Magnuson Act. 


	


General:
TFG met with the congressional delegation to advocate for the County’s policy positions in the Senate Water Resources Development Act.  TFG explained the importance of the ability to apply the full market value of real property used in ecosystem restoration projects to the County’s non-federal match requirement. TFG also advocated for receiving in-kind credit for goods and services provided before and after the signing of a partnership agreement.  
TFG attended congressional hearings on proposed changes to the Endangered Species Act, reported on developments, and advised County staff regarding potential lobbying strategies to address the County’s concerns with the legislation. 
TFG researched, monitored and reported on the status of the Filipino Veterans Equity Act of 2005.  In addition, TFG met with House and Senate Veteran’s Affairs Committee staff regarding the legislation.  The Filipino Veterans Equity Act would repeal certain provisions of Title 38 of the United States Code and thereby allow service performed before July 1, 1946, in (1) the organized military forces of the Philippines and (2) the Philippine Scouts to count as active military service for purposes of eligibility for veterans' benefits through the Department of Veterans Affairs.  
TFG coordinated and participated in lobbying meetings during September for Chuck Williams with the congressional delegation.  These meetings focused on King County’s FY 2006 priorities and pending appropriations bills.   
At the County’s request, TFG monitored and reported on an amendment to the Senate Transportation, Treasury, HUD Appropriations bill which would respond to the U.S. Supreme Court decision in Kelo v. City of New London, Connecticut 125 S.Ct. 2655 (2005) by limiting the use of eminent domain. The amendment was adopted.
TFG consulted with County staff to prepare a draft FY 2007 federal agenda. This included researching funding options for conducting a regional flu pandemic exercise. 
DRAFT








