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October 15, 2007

The Honorable Larry Gossett

Chair, King County Council

Room 1200

C O U R T H O U S E

Dear Councilmember Gossett:

I am pleased to transmit to the King County Council an ordinance proposing an amendment to K.C.C. chapter 4.08.  This proposed ordinance puts in place an accounting structure for the funds that will be generated by the Parks Expansion Levy which was approved by the voters on August 21, 2007.  The proposed amendment to Title 4 would result in the creation of a new parks capital fund to facilitate the appropriation of King County regional trail and open space projects supported by parks capital expansion levy revenues in the 2008 budget.

The Parks and Recreation Division of the Department of Natural Resources and Parks' capital expansion levy revenue would initially be deposited in a subfund of the Parks and Recreation Fund, in accordance with Ordinance 15760.
The new Parks Capital Fund would be used for King County's acquisition of open space and natural lands; for acquisition and development of rights-of-way for regional trails, including acquisition of missing critical links and/or maximization of regional trail use; and to provide up to five hundred thousand dollars annually for capital funding of recreation grant programs, all subject to annual appropriations by the King County Council.
If you have any questions about this ordinance, please feel free to contact Tom Koney, Acting Division Director of the Parks and Recreation Division in the Department of Natural Resources and Parks, at 206-263-6229, or Rod Brandon, Director of Environmental Sustainability in the Office of the King County Executive, at 206-296-4039.

Thank you for your consideration of this ordinance.

Sincerely,

Ron Sims

King County Executive
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