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METROPOLITAN KING COUNTY COUNCIL

NATURAL RESOURCES, PARKS & OPEN SPACE COMMITTEE

	AGENDA ITEM:
	6
	DATE:
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	PROPOSED NO.:
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	PREPARED BY:
	Mike Reed


SUBJECT:  
Debriefing on the implications of the approval of King County Proposition 1 for operations of county parks system
BACKGROUND:

In response to the recommendation of the Metropolitan Parks Task Force, the Council placed a ballot measure on the May 20, 2003 county ballot, which would increase the county property tax levy by 4.9 cents per $1000 assessed valuation for properties within the county, in support of the operations of the Parks and Recreation Division of the Department of Natural Resources.  

This action was taken after an extensive revision of the mandate of the Parks Division, to encourage the Division to be more entrepreneurial and businesslike in its operations, and to be more greatly responsible for generating revenues to be used for the support of its operations.  

The Division responded by addressing the need for greater revenues from fee-generating services that it operates; by initiating a concert series at Marymoor Park; by dramatically reducing costs; by initiating a parking fee at Marymoor; and by a variety of other means.  However, after all these program adjustments, it was clear that there remained a significant shortfall in the ability of the Division to fund its operations.  The Metropolitan Parks Task Force was established by Carolyn Edmonds, Chair of the Natural Resources, Parks and Open Spaces Committee; Larry Phillips, Chair of the Budget Committee; and County Executive Ron Sims, to address these concerns.  It recommended the placement on the ballot of a measure to raise property taxes for a limited period, to raise necessary revenue dedicated to specified services of the Parks Division, such as regional and rural parks, parks maintenance, and partnership opportunities between the public and the agency. 
In the course of discussions leading to the recommendations, the Parks and Recreation Division provided information on the anticipated use of the funding.  It indicated, among other things, that the funding would allow it to strengthen the maintenance of the parks, which had been severely impacted by recent budget reductions; to fund the Association Development and Operations Partnerships program; and to support the operations of designated regional and rural unincorporated area parks.

The ballot measure read as follows:

KING COUNTY
PROPOSITION NO. 1
LEVY FOR FUNDING PARKS, RECREATION, OPEN SPACE AND TRAILS

The King County Council has passed Ordinance No. 14586 concerning funding parks, recreation, open space and trails. This proposition would fund continued and increased operation and maintenance of King County's regional parks (for example, Marymoor Park; Cougar Mountain; portions of Burke Gilman Trail), rural parks, and recreation facilities, and fund recreation grant programs. It would authorize King County to exceed RCW 84.55 regular property tax limitations and levy an additional regular property tax of 4.9 cents per $1,000 of assessed valuation for four consecutive years with collection beginning in 2004, as provided in Ordinance No. 14586. Should this proposition be: 

APPROVED         REJECTED

On May 20, 2003, voters of the county considered King County Proposition 1.  The measure was supported by 56.72% of those voting, according to the King County Elections Division.  
SUMMARY
The Natural Resources Committee has invited the Director of the Parks and Recreation Division to debrief the Committee on the implications of the election results, in terms of anticipated impacts to Division programs and operations, including ability to keep parks open to the public; support for increased maintenance of parks facilities; and support for partnership grant activities, and any other such implications.  Additionally, the Division had indicated that it intends to undertake an Open Space planning effort, which would be influenced by the direction of the vote referenced above.

 INVITED

Bob Burns, Director, Parks and Recreation Division, Department of Natural Resources and Parks

