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Metropolitan King County Council
Growth Management and Unincorporated Areas Committee

Staff Report

Agenda Item No.:
3
Name:
Lauren Smith

Proposed Ord:
2001-0537
Date:
December 4, 2001

Attending:
Kevin Wright, Senior Deputy Prosecuting Attorney



SUBJECT:

An ordinance adopting amendments to the King County Comprehensive Plan 2000 and area zoning, to comply with the Central Puget Sound Growth Management Hearings Board’s Final Decision and Order in Friends of the Law v. King County, Case No. 01-3-0010 (FOTL VI), which decision remanded portions of the King County Comprehensive Plan 2000 to the County for modification.

BACKGROUND:

A synopsis of the history of events surrounding the urban designation of the Bear Creek Urban Planned Developments is included as Attachment 1 to this staff report.  In summary, in previous proceedings, the Central Puget Sound Growth Management Hearings Board (the Board) has concluded that the designation of the Bear Creek UPD (Blakely Ridge and Redmond Ridge) could not be justified as an urban growth area (UGA) under the Growth Management Act (GMA), but that those portions of the Bear Creek UPD that have been approved as a Fully Contained Community (FCC) may be designated urban.  

To comply with the GMA and the Board’s previous Orders, the County removed the UGA designation from Blakely Ridge and from the part of Redmond Ridge known as “the Panhandle” and designated these areas as rural.  The Redmond Ridge portion of the Bear Creek UPD is subject to an approved FCC permit and remains urban.

The subject of the most recent challenge before the Board relates to actions taken by the County in its 2000 Comprehensive Plan update to redesignate Blakely Ridge and the Panhandle as urban. In its Final Decision and Order in FOTL VI, the Board concluded that the County’s designation of Blakely Ridge and the Panhandle areas does not comply with the requirements of the GMA, and that the County must remove the urban designations for those areas and reinstate rural designations or adopt other, nonurban designations.

The Board also concluded in FOTL VI that the County’s definition of the word “Shall” in the Glossary of the King County Comprehensive Plan does not comply with the requirements of the GMA.  This definition was amended during the 2000 Comprehensive Plan update by adding language stating that the compulsory nature of the word “Shall” in a policy was “subject to funding and budgetary constraints”.  The Board, while recognizing that “budgetary constraints reflect a reality in the State and the Puget Sound region”, concluded that “the amendatory language could be interpreted to relieve the County of GMA responsibilities and duties it has to address during a period of limited budgets.”  The Board then ordered the County to remove the noncompliant amendatory language.

The County must take appropriate legislative action to comply with the Board’s Final Decision and Order in FOTL VI by December 26, 2001.

SUMMARY:

Proposed Ordinance 2001-0537 is the legislative vehicle by which the County intends to comply with the Central Puget Sound Growth Management Hearings Board’s Final Decision and Order in Friends of the Law v. King County (Case No. 01-3-0010).

Proposed Ordinance 2001-0537 would:

· Change the land use designation of Blakely Ridge and that part of Redmond Ridge known as the Panhandle from Urban Planned Development to Rural Residential;

· Change the zoning classification of those same areas from UR-P-SO to RA-5-P-SO;

· Remove Special District Overlay SO-070 (Urban Planned Development) from those same areas; and

· Amend the glossary definition of the word “Shall” found in the King County Comprehensive Plan by removing language added during the 2000 Comprehensive Plan update (shown on Attachment A).

ATTACHMENTS:


1. Synopsis of history related to Bear Creek UPDs (excerpt from CPSGMHB FDO in FOTL VI)

2. Proposed Ordinance 2001-0537, with attachments.
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