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CHANGES MADE TO THE KING COUNTY ROAD DESIGN AND CONSTRUCTION STANDARDS

SINCE SUBMITTAL TO TRANSPORTATION COMMITTEE

The previously submitted King County Road Design and Construction Update submittal was edited to reflect feedback from Utility stakeholders, Master Builders Association, Hauling Stakeholders and the document was revised to reflect the latest American with Disabilities Act (ADA) requirements.  Below is a summary of the major edits.

	Summary of Old Language


	Summary of New Language

	2.11 Maximum Grade was reduced to 12% to meet the ADA Guidelines requirement of limiting the maximum roadway grade along the pedestrian route.
	Since submittal of the update to the Transportation Committee, the ADA Guidelines have been modified to allow a steeper grade for mid block curb ramps.  This increase in grade will typically result in a steeper roadway grade for the remainder of the route.  Therefore, the existing 15% maximum grade (1993 Standards) was reinstated.

	3.05 Curb Ramps - In compliance with the ADA Guidelines that requires a contrast in color, light-to-dark or dark-to light for curb ramps, the entire ramp including flares was required to have a contrast in color to the adjacent sidewalk and street.  
	Curb Ramps - Since submittal of the update to the Transportation Committee, the ADA Guidelines have been relaxed and only requires that the bottom two feet of the ramp (the truncated domes) comply with the contrasting color requirements.  The domes must be yellow and comply with WSDOT/APWA Standard Specifications Section 8.14.3(3).  Additional detailed information for perpendicular and parallel curb ramps was added to assist the design engineer, reviewer, inspector, and contractor during the design and construction process.

A paragraph was also added to address the new ADA Guideline requirement for construction of curb ramps when the right-of-way is altered by a construction activity.

	9.07 Traffic Control in Development Construction– Permits and Haul Route Agreements – The language was amended to clarify the responsible parties and the permit process.  The language in the September 2006 document is as follows:

 A haul route agreement is required for new and expanded hauling operations within the right-of-way that are anticipated to impact traffic capacity, cause damage or accelerated deterioration to county roads, and to minimize impacts to surrounding residences and businesses.  These activities involve, but are not limited to, development construction, logging, pit and quarry operations, major utility construction and similar operations.  These agreements may be required through the SEPA process or by the County Road Engineer or Development Engineer.  The absence of an agreement does not absolve the user from restoring the right-of-way.  Generally, a right-of-way use, special use, or conditional use permit will be required in conjunction with a haul road agreement.  The agreement must be signed by the permittee prior to issuance of the permit to protect the integrity of the roadway surface and other roadway features within the right-of-way.  Additionally, existing operations may require a haul route agreement through a conditional use, special use, or right-of-way use permit. When required, a haul route agreement plan must be prepared by the permittee and submitted to the County Road Engineer for review and approval prior to beginning hauling.

At a minimum, the agreement shall include the haul route, type and number of additional vehicles, hauling period, hours of operation, signage and flagging, daily maintenance, and periodic and final right-of-way and roadway restoration.  The County Road Engineer must approve the route.  Failure to use the approved designated haul route may result in prohibition or limitation of further work on the development/property until such time as the requirements of the haul route are fulfilled.

The County Road Engineer and permittee shall make joint pre-activity and post-activity inspections of the proposed haul route.  Conditions of the road prior to the anticipated activity will be analyzed, documented and agreed upon by the parties prior to signing the agreement and issuance of the permit.  The County Road Engineer may require a restoration financial guarantee prior to signing the agreement.  When hauling has been completed or a predetermined time interval has been reached, conditions are again documented.  If damage occurred as a result of the hauling, prior to release of the financial guarantee the applicant is required to make necessary repairs or compensate the county for the actual costs required to address the damage.

	After meeting with stakeholders it was agreed that a more comprehensive approach to haul routes was necessary and this issue would be more appropriately addressed through a separate code action (Amendment to Title 14); therefore, the existing 1993 language will remain in the Standards.  The County will work with the hauling industry, the Master Builders Association, surrounding cities and other stakeholders on this issue.  The existing 1993 language is noted below:

Haul Routes:  If the construction of a proposed development is determined by the Development Engineer to require special routing of large trucks or heavy construction equipment to prevent impacts to surrounding roads, residences or businesses, the applicant/contractor shall be required to develop and use an approved haul route.  

When required, the haul route plan must be prepared and submitted to the Development Engineer and approved prior to beginning or continuing construction.  The haul route plan shall address routing, hours of operation, signage and flagging, and daily maintenance.

If the developer/contractor ‘s traffic fails to use the designated haul route, the Development Engineer may prohibit or limit further work on the development until such time as the requirements of the haul route are complied with.

Haul Road Agreement:  When identified as a need by the SEPA review process or by the County Road Engineer, a haul road agreement shall be obtained by the franchised utility, developer, or property owner establishing restoration procedures to be performed upon completion of the haul operation. 


