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Metropolitan King County Council

Budget & Fiscal Management Committee

REVISED STAFF REPORT

AGENDA ITEM: 
       DATE: November 25, 2002
PROPOSED NO: 2002-0516
       PREPARED BY: Doug Stevenson
SUBJECT:  An ORDINANCE authorizing fees under the King County plumbing code.
SUMMARY:  Proposed Ordinance 2002-0516 raises the fees for the base plumbing permit the backflow prevention devices permit and the gas piping permit from $75 to $95 and increases the re-inspection fee from $40 to $100. It also limits the base plumbing permit fee to cover only one fixture or trap as opposed to up to four fixtures or traps.  Additional fixtures and traps are charged at the same $5 and $10 add-on rates as before. The Department of Public Health does the inspections and sets the fees based on a policy of full cost recovery.  The fees are updated on a 3 to 4 year cycle to keep up with inflation.  The fees are raised sufficiently to come out even over the multi-year period.  The plumbing and gas piping permit fees were last adjusted in 1998.  The backflow prevention permit fee was last adjusted in 1999.  These fee increases are projected to generate an additional $223,050 in 2003.  
The Budget Development and Analysis Panel reviewed this fee increase proposal as part of its review of the budget for Environmental Health and recommends adoption of the proposed fee increases.   
The Clerk’s Office has prepared striking and title amendments to make technical corrections.
COMMITTEE ACTION:
On November 14, 2002, the Budget & Fiscal Management Committee approved Proposed Substitute Ordinance 2002-0516 with a “do pass” recommendation. 

