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SUBJECT

Briefing on the Status of the County’s Emergency Management Advisory Committee

SUMMARY

For today’s briefing, representatives of the county’s Emergency Management Advisory Committee (EMAC), along with Office of Emergency Management (OEM) staff, will brief the committee on the work of the committee to date for 2013 and its plans for through the end of the year.  

BACKGROUND

The Office of Emergency Management (OEM) of the Department of Executive Services is composed of two distinct programs: Emergency Management and the Enhanced-911 Program Office (E-911). These two programs assure the public reliable access to emergency services. The Emergency Management Program specializes in disaster mitigation, preparedness, response and recovery. In addition to natural and other disasters, many homeland security issues and any other regional emergencies are also coordinated through this office. The 2013 budget for the Office of Emergency Management is $2.3 million.  

The mission of OEM is to “provide leadership and high quality services that improve the safety of the public of King County.”  This mission includes the dual functions of providing direct support to King County departments and unincorporated King County, as the county’s lead agency for emergency planning, coordination, and response.  In addition, the office is responsible for working with regional partners to develop and implement countywide strategies for coordinated emergency planning, response and recovery.  The office works with its regional partners in the preparation of county plans, works to establish regional partnerships, and provide support and training for other jurisdictions.  The office uses federal, state, and local organizations to coordinate its work with other jurisdictions and is also supported by the county’s King County Emergency Management Advisory Committee (EMAC).  

Emergency Management Advisory Committee.  The Emergency Management Advisory Committee (EMAC) was established by ordinance in 1999 to advise the executive, council and OEM on emergency management and to facilitate the coordination of regional emergency planning in King County.  The current members represent a cross-section of public and private sector partners with critical emergency management interests in our region including cities, tribes, utilities, health and emergency services, public safety and more.  Since 2011, the committee has been composed of members who represent the following emergency management interests, with each group having one member (except for the Sound Cities Association, which may have three members):

· [bookmark: Body]The Central Region Emergency Medical Services and Trauma Care Council;
· Cities with populations larger than one hundred thousand;
· Electric and gas utilities;
· The financial community;
· The King County Fire Chiefs Association;
· The King County Fire Commissioners Association;
· The King County Police Chiefs Association;
· Local emergency planning committee;
· The Port of Seattle;
· Private business and industry;
· The Puget Sound Educational Service District;
· The King and Kitsap Counties Chapter of the American Red Cross;
· Water and sewer districts;
· The Sound Cities Association, which may have three members;
· The Washington Association of Building Officials;
· The King County Executive or his or her designee;
· The King County Department of Natural Resources and Parks;
· The King County Department of Transportation;
· The Seattle-King County Department of Public Health;
· The Muckleshoot Tribe;
· The Snoqualmie Tribe;
· The King County Sheriff’s Office; and
· The King County Health Care Coalition.

The EMAC is responsible for advising, assisting, reviewing and commenting on emergency management planning and policies and regional homeland security issues. The committee is also responsible for approving allocation of federal grant funds provided for homeland security. 
OEM’s Regional Role.  Prior to 2011, the office’s dual responsibilities had sometimes led to confusion between OEM and emergency managers in other jurisdictions concerning the appropriate roles and responsibilities of each when planning for and/or responding to emergencies and disasters.  As a consequence, the council adopted Ordinance 17075 which clarified the county’s regional role in emergency planning and response by including the responsibility to foster cooperative planning at all jurisdictional levels within the county.  
This change was adopted to ensure that the county policy, as enacted in county code, enables a uniform and rational regional approach for emergency and disaster mitigation, preparedness, response, and recovery efforts.  These new policies were developed in collaboration with emergency managers from partner jurisdictions throughout King County and with the support of the Sound Cities Association and the King County Emergency Management Advisory Committee (EMAC).  As a consequence, the county is in agreement with regional emergency planners to establish that the office serves as the coordinating entity for cities, county governmental departments, and other appropriate agencies during incidents and events of natural disaster or other emergencies.
For today’s briefing, representatives of the EMAC and OEM staff will describe the status of EMAC’s activities in 2013 and the committee’s plans through the rest of the year.  

INVITEES
· Dominic Marzano, Asst. Fire Chief, Kent Fire Department and Emergency Manager, City of Kent, Chair, Emergency Management Advisory Committee
· Gail Harris, Emergency Management Coordinator, City of Shoreline, Vice Chair, Emergency Management Advisory Committee
· Walt Hubbard, Director, Office of Emergency Management

ATTACHMENTS
1. PowerPoint Presentation, “Emergency Management Advisory Committee,” Office of Emergency Management, July 9, 2013
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