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	2
	
	PREPARED BY:
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	2006-0186
	
	              DATE:
	May 10, 2006


SUBJECT: An ordinance relating to traffic control, prohibiting parking on residential streets in the Woodside Heights neighborhood in the Bothell area during certain hours, and amending Ordinance 5292, Schedule 16.

SUMMARY:  Proposed Ordinance 2006-0186 (packet, Attachment 1) bans parking during the hours of 7:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. on school days only, near Bothell Senior High School.  This proposed ordinance was developed in response to a petition submitted by the Woodside Heights residents who have expressed concern about the increasing number of students parking in the neighborhood.  If approved, this legislation is anticipated to improve traffic and pedestrian safety along with littering and loitering in the area.  
Proposed Ordinance 2006-0186 also amends King County Traffic Code Schedule 16, which prohibits parking during specified hours on streets in unincorporated King County, by adding the following roads: 

1. NE 178th Street, north and south sides (from 88th Avenue NE to 90th Avenue NE)
2. 89th Court NE, east, west and south sides (from NE 178th Street to the end of the cul-de-sac)

BACKGROUND: Although Bothell High School is within the Bothell city limits, the residential area that would be affected by this proposed ordinance is located in  unincorporated King County.  Initially, the neighborhood was reluctant to install “No Parking” signs and previously accommodated student parking.  As the parking increased, the neighborhood, represented by the Woodside Heights Homeowner’s Association, contacted the Road Services Division to request the installation of new “No Parking” signage between the hours of 7 a.m. and 2 p.m. on school days only.  A petition was submitted to the King County Road Services Division in October 2005.   

The neighborhood petition included a request to post restrictive “no parking” signs and was signed by 85 percent of the property owners (27 out of 32).  Attachment 1 includes a vicinity map, and copies of the signed petitions.  Concerns from the neighborhood have been focused on the following as a result of the increased student parking:

· increased littering and loitering

· failure of mail delivery and non collection of garbage/recycling

· vehicles parked on the sidewalks have forced pedestrians, including children, to walk in the travel lanes

· increased burden on King County Sheriff Deputies who respond to citizen complaints regarding traffic infractions

The parking problem in this neighborhood has been prevalent for some time.  Petitions for parking restrictions were filed with the Road Services Division for nearby locations in 2001 and 2004 and subsequently approved by the Council.  Those actions proved to be effective at solving similar problems to those identified in this proposed ordinance.  Furthermore, it is the Roads Services Division’s opinion that the proposed parking restriction on these roads will be an effective measure for the Woodside Heights residents. 
From a policy perspective, the County has generally posted “No Parking” signs when desired by a majority of residents.  Parking problems around high schools are common.  Generally, such restrictions should consider the issue of “pushing the problem” to other nearby streets, which appears evident in this case.  The City of Bothell has already implemented parking restrictions in the areas around Bothell High School within the Bothell City limits.  The expenditures for installing and maintaining the restrictive parking signs can be seen in the Fiscal Note, attached to the proposed ordinance.  Once the signs have been installed, education and enforcement will be necessary to ensure compliance.  

Proposed Ordinance 2006-0186 has an associated advertising requirement of 10 days prior to holding a public hearing.  Therefore, if the Committee decides to act on this legislation today, the soonest the full Council would be able to hold a public hearing would be Tuesday, May 30, 2006.  

ATTACHMENTS:
1. Proposed Ordinance 2006-0186 




2. Executive Letter of Transmittal, dated April 18, 2006
                                3. Fiscal Note 




4. Materials supplied with ordinance 

5. Materials supplied by neighborhood residents

ATTENDING:
Kevin Chang, King County Road Services Division
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