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SUBJECT

Proposed Ordinance 2010-0067 would approve an amendment to the Covington Water District (“District”) Franchise Agreement to allow the District to construct and maintain water mains and lines in the County’s rights-of-way in an area known as Sugarloaf Mountain.  
SUMMARY

The Council has already approved an amendment to the District’s Water System Plan to allow the District to provide this water service to the Sugarloaf Mountain area.  The Council has also already approved the District’s annexation of the 640 acres of Sugarloaf Mountain into its service area.  This last piece of legislation would approve the amendment to the County’s existing franchise agreement with the District, thus allowing the District to construct and maintain the necessary infrastructure (water mains and lines) in the County’s rights-of-way (roads) to provide that water service to Sugarloaf Mountain.
BACKGROUND

Pursuant to County Code Chapter 6.27, water purveyors operating in King County, along with other utilities utilizing County rights-of-way, must have an approved franchise on file with the County.  Franchises are approved by the Council pursuant to recommendation of the County’s Utilities Technical Review Committee.  In 1997, the County granted a franchise to the District (Franchise No. 12858).
In 2008 the Council approved an amendment to the District’s Water System Plan which authorized the District to plan for service to the 640 acres referred to as Sugarloaf Mountain (Ordinance 16315).  Also in 2008, the Council approved the actual annexation of Sugarloaf Mountain into the District’s service area (Ordinance 16252).
Consistent these actions, the District undertook to amend its franchise to include the expanded territory.  The amendment provides that in exchange for the County enlarging the District’s franchise area to include Sugarloaf Mountain, the District agrees to extend and provide Sugarloaf Mountain with water service according to the terms and conditions of the original franchise agreement.  
ANALYSIS

The amendment to the District’s franchise appears to be consistent with the Council’s earlier actions to (1) approve the annexation of the territory in question and (2) to include the Sugarloaf Mountain area to the District’s Water System Plan, and would provide the District with the authority to actually construct infrastructure in the County’s rights-of-way that will eventually service the Sugarloaf Mountain area. 
AMENDMENTS

None.

ATTACHMENTS

1. Proposed Ordinance 2010-0067, with attachments
a. Franchise Agreement Amendment Franchise No. 12858 Covington Water District

b. Covington Water District Franchise No. 12858

c. Covington Water District Map
2. Fiscal Note

3. Transmittal Letter dated January 20, 2010
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