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Metropolitan King County Council

Law, Justice and Human Services Committee

STAFF REPORT

AGENDA ITEM:  5
       DATE:  September 15, 2005
BRIEFING:  2005-B0119
       PREPARED BY:  Doug Stevenson
SUBJECT:  Background on the Mental Health Recovery Ordinance and Plan
SUMMARY:  The Mental Health, Chemical Abuse & Dependency Services (MHCADS) Division has recently completed a strategic plan for changing the King County mental health system from a model that seeks to stabilize and maintain persons with serious and persistent mental illness to one that fosters recovery of function and status in society in spite of serious and persistent mental illness.  Efforts to move in this direction began in 2000 with the passage of Ordinance 13974, the Mental Health Recovery Ordinance, but bogged down soon thereafter as an on-going crisis of funding reductions and restrictions began and as it became clearer that this kind of change could not be accomplished by simply adding new pieces to the system.  It requires a fundamental shift in thinking and the way business is done very much akin to the changes that came about through the Juvenile Justice Operational Master Plan process.
MHCADS has, therefore, developed a strategic plan intended to bring about a full system reformation over the next 5 years.  MHCADS, with assistance from council staff,  is completing a proposed ordinance to update the policy framework for a mental health system based on recovery, adopt the strategic plan as the means for implementing the approach and requiring regular reporting on progress in implementation, including reporting on client outcome.
Today’s briefing is intended to provide background on the concepts involved in and reasons for a recovery oriented system as background for formal review and approval of a new recovery ordinance and plan at the first meeting in October.   Representatives from MHCADS will present the concepts and principles of recovery, best practices as identified by experience and evaluation in other parts of the country, and the overall approach they are proposing to create an effective recovery-oriented system as well as some of the opportunities and challenges they see in moving forward.
INVITED:
Jean Robertson, Assistant Director, MHCADS Division, Department of Community & Human Services
Perry Wien, Employment and Mental Health Recovery Consultant, MHCADS Division
Amnon Shoenfeld, Director, MHCADS Division

ATTACHMENT: 

1. Description of a Recovery Oriented System (except from the Recovery Plan of August 2005)
2. Ordinance 13974, Mental Health Recovery Ordinance, adopted 5/8/2000
