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SUBJECT

A briefing on the Law and Justice Committee's 2025 anticipated work items.

BACKGROUND

Law and Justice Committee Jurisdiction.  As set forth in the King County Council's January 2025 organizational motion[footnoteRef:1], the Law and Justice Committee considers and makes recommendations on policies relating to law, safety, and criminal legal system programs, including those related to:   [1:  Motion 16726] 


· Implementation of the charter amendments related to the duties of the Sheriff's Office;
· Public safety;
· Adult detention, juvenile justice, and youth services;
· Superior and district courts and judicial administration;
· The prosecuting attorney;
· Public defense;
· Emergency medical services; 
· The Office of Law Enforcement Oversight;
· Bail reform;
· Pretrial services;
· Alternatives to incarceration;
· Human trafficking; 
· Hate crime prevention; and 
· Civil rights.

In the areas within the committee's purview, the Council's organizational motion also specifies that the committee tracks state and federal legislative action and develops recommendations on policy direction for the county budget.

King County Criminal Legal System Agencies.

Department of Adult and Juvenile Detention (DAJD).  King County's DAJD operates three detention facilities as well as community supervision programs for pre- and post-trial defendants in King County.  King County's secure detention facilities are located at the King County Correctional Facility in Downtown Seattle, the Maleng Regional Justice Center in Kent, and the Judge Patricia H. Clark Child and Family Justice Center in Seattle's First Hill neighborhood, which houses juveniles.  (Council Analyst:  Leah Krekel-Zoppi)

Department of Public Defense.  The Department of Public Defense provides legal representation to adults and juveniles who have been charged with a crime and cannot afford an attorney, people facing civil commitment, and children and parents who could lose their children in a dependency action.[footnoteRef:2]  In addition to providing counsel to defendants in King County Superior and District Courts, the Department of Public Defense also provides public defense services to Seattle Municipal Court under contract with the City of Seattle.  The department is led by the Public Defender, who reports to the Executive, and serves a term that ends at the same time as the term of the county Prosecuting Attorney.  (Council Analyst:  Melissa Bailey) [2:  The Department of Public Defense's duties are outlined in King County Charter 350.20.60 and King County Code 2.50.026.  ] 


District Court.  District Court is the county's court of "limited jurisdiction" and has responsibility for traffic infractions, small claims, and misdemeanor criminal offenses in the County's unincorporated areas, cities that do not have municipal courts and contract with the court to provide those services, and for the adjudication of "state" offenses (violations of state statute in the county or when the arresting agency is the Washington State Patrol or other state law enforcement agency). The court handles approximately 250,000 filings annually.  (Council Analyst:  Erica Newman)

Emergency Medical Services (EMS).  EMS operates in a coordinated partnership with five dispatch centers, five paramedic providers, and 28 fire departments.  King County EMS provides EMS and regional services to all of King County outside the City of Seattle.[footnoteRef:3]   King County EMS utilizes a tiered-response system providing a continuum of care for people in need of emergency medical services, which begins with universal access to medical care through 911.  In life-threatening situations, such as cardiac arrest, paramedics providing Advanced Life Support (ALS) services respond to the scene. In less urgent cases, such as a fractured leg, Emergency Medical Technicians providing Basic Life Support (BLS) services respond to the call.  EMS is funded by a property tax levy[footnoteRef:4], which the council authorized[footnoteRef:5] for placement on the ballot and was subsequently approved by voters in 2019.  (Council Analyst:  Sam Porter) [3:  All EMS services within the City of Seattle are coordinated through the Seattle Fire Department.]  [4:  Authority for the emergency medical services levy is provided for in RCW 84.52.069.]  [5:  Ordinance 18931] 


Office of Law Enforcement Oversight.  In 2006, the Office of Law Enforcement Oversight (OLEO) was established to represent the interests of the public and increase confidence in King County police services through independent civilian oversight of the sheriff's office and all of its employees.  According to King County Code 2.75, the office was "established to represent the interests of the public and increase confidence in King County police services through independent civilian oversight of the sheriff's office and all of its employees.  The… office shall be sufficiently independent to assure that no interference or influence external to the office shall adversely affect independent and objective review and analysis by the office."  Among other duties, the office is authorized to receive and consider complaints and concerns regarding the Sheriff's Office and make recommendations to the Sheriff regarding policies, rules, procedures, or general orders.  (Council Analyst:  Nick Bowman)

Prosecuting Attorney's Office.  The Prosecuting Attorney's Office represents the state and county in criminal and civil legal matters.  The office is responsible for prosecuting all felonies in King County and all misdemeanors in unincorporated areas of King County.  The office's six divisions cover the following areas:  juvenile, family support, civil[footnoteRef:6], criminal, economic crimes and wage theft, and gender-based violence and prevention.  (Council Analyst:  Melissa Bailey) [6:  The Prosecuting Attorney's Office also serves as legal counsel to other county agencies.] 


Sheriff's Office.[footnoteRef:7]  The Sheriff's Office provides law enforcement services for unincorporated King County and several governmental agencies, including full-service policing to twelve contracted cities.[footnoteRef:8]  In addition to providing patrol services, the Sheriff's Office delivers specialty law enforcement services including an air support unit, marine unit, SWAT, major crime investigations, bomb disposal, major accident response and reconstruction, and arson investigations.  The Sheriff's Office also performs other functions such as emergency 911 call receiving and dispatching, service of court orders related to civil court filings, issuing concealed weapons permits, and sex offender registration.  (Council Analyst:  Nick Bowman) [7:  In 2020, the Council adopted Ordinance 19139, which placed on the ballot for the November 2020 general election, an amendment to the King County Charter, reestablishing the King County Sheriff as an appointed position with a requirement for consideration of community stakeholder input during the selection, appointment, and confirmation process. In November 2020, the voters of King County approved Charter Amendment No.5, returning the King County Sheriff to an appointed position.]  [8:  Beaux Arts Village, Burien, Covington, Kenmore, Maple Valley, Newcastle, North Bend, Sammamish, SeaTac, Shoreline, Skykomish and Woodinville] 


Superior Court and Department of Judicial Administration.  King County Superior Court is a general jurisdiction trial court responsible for:

· Civil matters involving more than $300, unlawful detainers, and injunctions;
· Felony criminal cases;
· Misdemeanor criminal cases not otherwise provided for by law;
· Family law, including dissolutions, child support, adoptions, parentage, and domestic violence protection matters;
· Probate and guardianship matters;
· Juvenile offender matters;
· Juvenile dependencies, including abused and neglected children, children in need of services, at-risk youth, and truancies; and
· Mental illness and involuntary commitment matters.

The Department of Judicial Administration is managed by the Superior Court Clerk, who is appointed by a majority of King County superior court judges.[footnoteRef:9]  Its duties include receiving and maintaining all Superior Court records; providing access to Superior Court records; and managing and accounting for all fees, fines, and payments made in Superior Court cases.  (Council Analyst:  Melissa Bailey) [9:  King County Charter 350.20.20 and King County Code 2.16.171] 


Law and Justice Committee Anticipated Work Items.

2025 Budget Provisos.  The Council included in its adopted 2025 Annual Budget[footnoteRef:10] nine provisos (Attachment 1) on topics that fall within the jurisdiction of the Law and Justice Committee.  Table 1 below summarizes the provisos and identifies the due dates and the Council analyst.  Also note that for some of the provisos, withheld funds will be released upon transmittal and do not require Council passage of a motion. [10:  Ordinance 19861] 


Table 1.  Law and Justice Committee Anticipated Provisos
	Subject
	Funds to be Released by Motion or on Transmittal
	Council Analyst
	Due Date

	DAJD plan for a protocol to engage city partners before implementing new jail booking restrictions
	Release upon transmittal
	Leah Krekel-Zoppi
	April 30, 2025

	DAJD analysis of racial disparities in response to infractions in adult detention
	Release by passage of motion
	Leah Krekel-Zoppi
	June 30, 2025

	DAJD plan for use of the West Wing of the King County Correctional Facility
	Release by passage of motion
	Leah Krekel-Zoppi
	June 30, 2025

	DAJD independent monitor report on confinement of juveniles in detention
	Release by passage of motion
	Leah Krekel-Zoppi
	June 30, 2025

	DAJD report on the status of safety improvements at adult detention facilities
	Release by passage of motion
	Leah Krekel-Zoppi
	June 30, 2025

	Prosecuting Attorney plan for improving the data dashboard for juvenile cases
	Release upon transmittal
	Melissa Bailey
	June 30, 2025

	Prosecuting Attorney report on sexual assault cases
	Release by passage of motion
	Melissa Bailey
	July 31, 2025

	Employment and Education Resources[footnoteRef:11] letter confirming that a dashboard for the Restorative Community Pathways program has been published or updated on the county website [11:  Employment and Education Resources is administered by the Department of Community and Human Services.] 

	Release upon transmittal
	Melissa Bailey
	August 31, 2025

	Sheriff's Office report and plan on collection of demographic data
	Release upon transmittal
	Nick Bowman
	September 30, 2025



Other Anticipated Transmittals.  Council staff has requested that Executive staff provide a list of other planned transmittals and will provide the information to committee members upon receipt.

Briefings.  In addition to considering legislation, the committee may wish to plan briefings on various topics related to the committee's jurisdiction.

ATTACHMENTS

1. 2025 Law and Justice Committee Provisos
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