ATTACHMENT 3

Restorative Justice Projects at Garfield High School		January 26, 2015
At the heart of Restorative Justice is healing harm or potential harm caused by someone’s actions or choices and having the opportunity to talk about it and develop a way to address the harm and restore relationships.
[bookmark: _GoBack]The Restorative Justice Task Force   The Task Force consists of teachers, administration, students, community, and PTSA members and has been meeting monthly.

Vision: Equity through restorative justice practices 

Mission: to use community based restorative justice to address personal conflicts and systems violations and build pathways for the community to find positive solutions that prevent and minimize harm.

The Task Force is working on restorative justice capacity building within GHS through training for teachers, students, administrators, staff and community, as well as educating the school community regarding accessing and utilizing restorative justice options.

Restorative Justice/Peer Mediation Training – GHS students are involved in a training (funded in part by the PTSA) which will provide them skills needed to conduct peer mediations in the school.  They will also be learning the skills needed to co-mediate (with adult mediators) victim-offender mediations referred by King County Juvenile Court Probation Counselors and the Prosecuting Attorney’s Office.  
Restorative justice mediations are facilitated meetings between juvenile offenders, their victims and members of the community.  This process gives everyone a chance to meet and discuss the harm that occurred and work towards building understanding, rebuilding relationships, encourage accountability and healing.

[image: ]This is a victim-offender based process and teens will co-mediate with an adult mediator to help provide balance between the parties, increase the comfort level of the participants and provide increased levels of understanding.  

Teen mediators will not only bring their skills to work within their high schools and broader communities but receive community service hours.  They will be volunteering through the King County Office of Alternative Dispute Resolution.

[image: ]Cases will be referred by King County Juvenile Probation Counselors and the Prosecuting Attorney’s Office. Types of cases include: vehicle prowl, Assault 4, reckless endangerment, malicious mischief 2 & 3, intimidating a school official, possession of stolen property, harassment, cyberstalking, etc.
Link to the Sunday January 25, 2015 Seattle Times article about restorative justice being utilized in the Highline School District:
http://seattletimes.com/html/education/2025538481_edlabrestorativejusticexml.html
http://blogs.seattletimes.com/educationlab/2015/01/24/guest-big-picture-principal-on-restorative-justice/
Questions?
PTSA Liaison - Kerry Cooley-Stroum: k.cooleystroum@live.com
King County Alternative Dispute Resolution Office - Polly Davis: polly.davis@kingcounty.gov
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