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December 16, 2014
The Honorable Larry Phillips
Chair, King County Council

Room 1200

C O U R T H O U S E

Dear Councilmember Phillips:
I am pleased to notify you that under the process set forth in King County Code Section 2.60.026(B), I have appointed Lorinda Youngcourt effective January 19, 2015, as the County Public Defender and Director of the King County Department of Public Defense.  Additionally, I am transmitting a motion for Council’s consideration to approve Ms. Youngcourt’s appointment.  A confirmation packet will be transmitted to the Council shortly.
Using the process designed by the Council, we conducted a nationwide search with the aid of Karras Consulting and the eleven members of the Public Defense Advisory Board for the position that will lead the new organizational structure approved by voters in 2013.  The Board sought input from stakeholders, including public defenders and the union that represents our staff, the Service Employees International Union, about the attributes and competencies critical for the leader of the new organization to possess.  I made my selection from the names forwarded to me from the Board.

Ms. Youngcourt has a deep commitment to indigent defense, and proven skills and expertise in protecting the rights of the accused as guaranteed under the Constitution. Ms. Youngcourt’s national reputation for upholding the highest traditions of public defense in King County aligns well with the County’s strategic goal of providing service excellence and accessible justice systems for all.

Ms. Youngcourt received her law degree from Indiana University School of Law and has extensive experience in defending clients facing the death penalty in both state and federal courts.  She is a nationally recognized leader through her work with the National Association of Public Defenders and the National Association of Criminal Defense Lawyers.  She currently chairs the Indiana Public Defender Council, a statutory agency that provides 
support services to the state’s 1,300 public defenders and statewide leadership on issues of criminal justice.  Ms. Youngcourt is currently the Chief Public Defender for the Lawrence County Public Defender Agency in Bedford, Indiana, where she created a new office of indigent defense services, replacing an antiquated and inadequate system. 
It is my great pleasure to request the confirmation of Ms. Lorinda Youngcourt as the County Public Defender and Director of the King County Department of Public Defense.  
Sincerely,

Dow Constantine

King County Executive

Enclosure

cc:
King County Councilmembers



ATTN:  Carolyn Busch, Chief of Staff 



  Anne Noris, Clerk of the Council

Marc Boman, Chair, Public Defense Advisory Board

Carrie S. Cihak, Chief of Policy Development, King County Executive Office


Dwight Dively, Director, Office of Performance, Strategy and Budget

Caroline Whalen, County Administrative Officer, Department of Executive 

    Services (DES)

Nancy Buonanno Grennan, Director, Human Resources Division, DES
Lorinda Youngcourt, County Public Defender Designee
