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May 31, 2016


The Honorable Joe McDermott
Chair, King County Council
Room 1200
C O U R T H O U S E

Dear Councilmember McDermott:

This letter transmits a motion that will authorize King County to accept a gift of $392,000 from Forterra, a Washington not-for-profit land conservation organization, to the Parks and Recreation Division of the Department of Natural Resources and Parks. The Division’s 2015 and 2016 capital improvement biennial budget authorized the expenditure of these funds for acquisition purposes under Ordinance 18239.

The legislation will assist the Department of Natural Resources and Parks in furthering King County’s mission of safeguarding the environment and natural resources within King County.

Specifically, the motion will accomplish the following: 

· Provide King County Parks with $392,000 designated for land acquisition in south King County.
· Support King County Parks’ Business Plan goals of generating revenues, including pursuing gifts, bequests and donations.

The legislation also furthers the goals of key County plans and initiatives as follows:

· The legislation furthers the environmental sustainability goal of the King County Strategic Plan by funding the acquisition of land in King County with conservation and passive recreation value.
· The legislation furthers the forest and agriculture goal of the King County Strategic Climate Action Plan by conserving forested land which helps to minimize urban sprawl and the region’s transportation-related greenhouse gas emissions.

Thank you for considering this motion. This important legislation will help King County residents by conserving open space and land with passive recreation value in perpetuity.

If you have any questions about this motion, please contact Kevin Brown, Division Director of the Parks and Recreation Division of the Department of Natural Resources and Parks, at 206-477-4525.

Sincerely,




Dow Constantine
King County Executive
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