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	KING COUNTY, WASHINGTON

The Ferguson Group Activity Report

June - August 2007 



The Ferguson Group is pleased to submit the activity report for its work on behalf of King County from June through August 2007.

FY 2009 Agenda Meetings in King County

On August 27-28, The Ferguson Group (TFG) traveled to King County to meet with Councilmembers and County staff to begin work on the Fiscal Year 2009 federal agenda.   TFG is preparing the first draft of the federal agenda and will send it to Chuck Williams and Maura Brueger by mid-October for their review and comment.  In all of the meetings, TFG was accompanied by Chuck Williams, Maura Brueger, Tom Bristow, and Carmela Ennis.
COUNCILMEMBERS PATTERSON AND DUNN

TFG met with Councilmember Patterson and Councilmember Dunn to discuss County priorities for the federal FY 2009 agenda and current status of the appropriation process in D.C.

MEETING WITH JUDGE TRICKEY

TFG met with Presiding Superior Court Judge Michael Trickey and his staff to discuss the status of the FY 2008 project earmark for the Court Technology project.  Also discussed was funding for courthouse security.

DEPARTMENT OF EXECUTIVE SERVICES

TFG met with the Department of Executive Services staff to discuss the status of H.R. 811, legislation which would amend the Help America Vote Act to require a voter-verified permanent paper ballot.  For FY 2009, a possible project was discussed which would provide federal funding for the regional voting centers.
DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

TFG met with the Department of Transportation staff to discuss the status of transportation projects on the FY 2008 agenda.  For FY 2009, new projects were discussed, including airport taxiway improvements, an upgraded airport firetruck, regional traffic operations, acquisition of environmentally-friendly vehicles,  Aurora Avenue North BRT, Bellevue/Redmond BRT, Third Avenue streetscape and transit infrastructure improvements, a bus layover project, a trail connector project, and transit security improvements.  
PUBLIC HEALTH

TFG met with Public Health staff to discuss the “Steps to a Healthier US Initiative,” academic health centers, disaster preparedness, and the Puget Sound Health Alliance.
OFFICE OF EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT

TFG met with Emergency Management staff to discuss the region’s Tier II status and a possible briefing for County officials by the Department of Homeland Security
DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES AND PARKS

TFG met with the Natural Resources and Parks staff, to discuss the status of the FY 2008 federal agenda, including an update on the Water Resources Development Act Reauthorization.  For FY 2009, new projects were discussed including a waiver from the Drug Enforcement Administration for waste prescriptions, Lower Green River levee improvements (including Tukwila 205), a water reuse project, and funding for the Idaho National Laboratory.
OFFICE OF THE SHERIFF

TFG met with the Sheriff’s staff to discuss the status of the projects on the Sheriff’s FY 2008 federal agenda.  Possible new project requests for the FY 2009 agenda include equipment technology upgrades and regional transit security. 
OFFICE OF MANAGEMENT AND BUDGET

TFG met with Budget staff to discuss the current national financial liquidity situation and its possible effects on King County’s investment portfolio.

DEPARTMENT OF COMMUNITY AND HUMAN SERVICES

 

TFG met with Community and Human Services staff to discuss key federal programs, about which they would like TFG to monitor all developments in the HUD Appropriations budget, including the Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) program, the HOME Investment Partnerships program, the McKinney Homeless Assistance program, the Shelter Plus Care program, and the Section 8 program.  They specifically requested to be informed of any changes to distributions under the Workforce Investment Act.  Also discussed were the Federal Medicaid Assistance Percentage (FMAP) and the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act.   TFG provided strategic advice on submitting an FY 2009 earmark appropriations request, specifically to reconsider submitting the Self-Sufficiency Initiative again.  Terry and Cheryl will evaluate submitting an earmark for the Passage Point project.

Upcoming Visit of Mr. Chuck Williams to D.C.

During August, The Ferguson Group began arranging a schedule of meetings with Congressional Delegation offices for Mr. Chuck Williams and Mr. Tom Bristow, who will be in Washington, D.C. on September 10-13 to discuss the current status of the FY 2008 federal agenda and other pending issues.
Latest Action on Site One Issue

During June, July, and August, The Ferguson Group continued to work with County staff to follow-up on issues raised in the County’s January 31, 2007, meeting in Washington, D.C. with the Assistant Secretary of the Army for Civil Works pertaining to the North Wind’s Weir habitat restoration site.

The site was purchased in 2001 following congressional authorization in the 2000 Water Resources Development Act for a total of $1.85 million, including $1.239 million in local and state funds.  The $1.239 million was intended to be applied as part of the local match for the project.

The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers has denied King County the full credit for the $1.239 million paid for the purchase of the property for the habitat restoration project because it argues that the land is less valuable due to a deed restriction, as part of the Elliott Bay Consent Decree.

During a February 21, 2007, conference call, it was decided that County staff would contact the arbitrator who wrote the original consent decree and ask them to tell the Corps that the consent decree deed restriction could legally be lifted for purposes of reevaluating the property.  This would enable King County to be credited with the $1.2 million contribution to the purchase of the non-consent decree portion of the site. 

After many months of failed/stalled negotiations, the Corps Headquarters staff immediately started working with the County to resolve the valuation debate.  The County and the Corps have come to a resolution on the issue.   

There are still a few more steps before the final agreement is signed but it is expected that everything else will proceed smoothly.  Had this issue not been resolved, King County would have been unable to partner with the Corps for the construction of North Wind’s Weir.   

The Resolution is as follows:

1.  Costs incurred by King County to amend the consent decree restriction will not be part of Project costs that can be cost shared.   

2.  No credit can be given for costs incurred by King County to acquire Site 1 as we are now beyond the 5 year eligibility period. 

3.  No credit will be given for that portion of Site 1 that will remain subject to the Consent Decree Restriction.  So for example, if because of subdivision requirements that portion of Site 1 that will still be encumbered by the Consent Decree Restriction must be larger in size and worth more than the $611,000, there still will be no credit for that portion.  Credit will only be available for the remaining portion of Site 1 that is not encumbered by the Consent Decree Restriction.

4.  If the value of the two portions of Site 1 that will be created by the hypothetical subdivision exceed the fair market value of Site 1 at the time it was acquired, the 1.8 million, HQ will have to be consulted.  It is unlikely in this case but sometimes two smaller lots are worth more than one large lot.

5.  Once the value of the remaining portion of Site 1 that will be free of the Consent Decree Restriction has been determined, that value will be stipulated to in the PCA (Project Cooperative Agreement) without the need for a crediting appraisal.  The PCA will need to be revised accordingly.

 

FY 2008 Appropriations Agenda

During June and July, Congress continued its work on the 12 annual appropriations bills for FY2008.  At the time that Congress adjourned on August 5 for the month-long August Recess, no appropriations bills had been sent to the President for signature (although the full House had approved all 12 of the bills before the recess).  Both chambers will reconvene on Tuesday, September 4. 

Below is an update on each of the County’s Federal Agenda items:
Updated FY2008 Federal Agenda Chart
	
	PROJECT
	DESCRIPTION OF REQUEST
	UPDATE

	1.
	Transportation


	Secure the following in the Transportation Appropriations bill:

1. $14.25 million for the Pacific Highway Bus Rapid Transit Project;

2. $5 million for the purchase of Hybrid Buses;

3. $5 million for the South Park Bridge Replacement Project;

4. $4 million for the Novelty Hill Road Improvement Project; 
5. $2 million for the Transit Oriented Development Project; and
6. $2 million for the Vashon Island Passenger Only Ferry.

Support legislation that would supplement the definition of “Bridge” as used in section 650.403 of the Code of Federal Regulations to include short span structures whose replacement would be more than 20 feet long. This would allow short-spans to qualify for the federal bridge replacement and rehabilitation program.

	The House passed its version of FY 08 THUD appropriations on July 24.  The House bill contained:

· 14.076 million for the Pacific Highway Bus Rapid Transit Project; 

· $300,000 for the Hybrid Bus Program; and

· $750,000 for the Vashon Island Passenger Only Ferry.

The Senate Appropriations Committee approved its version of the THUD on July 12. The Senate bill contained:

· $14.25 million for the Pacific Highway Bus Rapid Transit Project; and 

· $600,000 for the Vashon Island Passenger Only Ferry.

	2.
	Salmon Recovery


	Secure the following in the Energy and Water Appropriations bill: 

· $9.5 million for the Duwamish/Green Ecosystem Restoration Program;
· Funding for Salmon Habitat Restoration Studies, specifically: 

· $400,000 for the Lake Washington/Ship Canal Ecosystem Study; and 
· $1.9 million for the Puget Sound Nearshore Ecosystem Restoration Project.
Support $90 million funding level for the Pacific Coastal Salmon Recovery 

Program, which is critical to habitat recovery projects in King County.
Secure $500,000 to design, implement and maintain a series of on-the-ground restoration projects on private agricultural lands for salmon habitat restoration in the Snoqualmie Watershed through the USDA’s Natural Resources Conservation Service, Wildlife Habitat Incentives Program.  


	The House approved its version of the FY 2008 Energy and Water Appropriations bill on July 17.  The House bill contained:

· $1.6 million for Duwamish/Green; and

· $600,000 for the Puget Sound Neareshore Project. 

The Senate Appropriations Committee marked up its version of the FY 2008 Energy and Water Appropriations bill on June 28.  The Senate bill contained:

· $2 million for Duwamish/Green;

· $400,000 for the Lake Washington Ship Canal project; and 

· $1.5 million for the Puget Sound Nearshore Project. 

The House approved its FY 2008 Department of Commerce Appropriations bill on July 26.  The bill contained $66.825 million for the Pacific Coastal Salmon Recovery Program. 
The Senate Appropriations Committee approved its FY 2008 Department of Commerce Appropriations bill on June 28.  The bill contained $90 million for the Pacific Coastal Salmon Recovery Program. 

The House approved its FY 2008 Department of Agriculture Appropriations bill on August 2.  The bill contained language directing the Secretary of Agriculture to consider the County’s Snoqualmie Watershed Program.  

The Senate Appropriations Committee approved its FY 2008 Department of Agriculture Appropriations bill on July 19.  The bill did not contain funding for the project.  



	3.
	Flood Control
	Support Tukwila 205 Levee Reconstruction – up to $32 million in the Energy and Water Appropriations Bill (Army Corps of Engineers):

Reconstruct 4.25 miles of levee protecting the City of Tukwila, Southcenter businesses and other regionally significant economic centers.  The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers and local governments believe reconstruction of the Tukwila 205 levee system for conveyance and capacity improvements is in the best interest of the local communities to ensure the long term protection of lives and property.  This request is to pursue and secure federal funding for reconstruction of the levee system and collaborate with local and state agencies on design and project implementation.

	The project was not included in the Army Corps of Engineers’ FY 2008 budget request. 

	4.
	Puget Sound Recovery Initiative


	Support Pacific Northwest National Laboratory’s efforts to secure funding for Endocrine Disrupting Compounds research in partnership with King County on aquatic effects and effective treatment methods. 

Support federal designation and funding of the Puget Sound Initiative. 

Support King County Wastewater Treatment Division as a pilot for a water 
quality cap & trade system with USDA
 and/or the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA). 

	The House passed its version of the FY 2008 Interior-Environment Appropriations on June 27.  The bill did not contain the project. 

The House bill did include $15 million for Puget Sound restoration in the Environmental Protection Agency’s budget.
The Senate Appropriations Committee passed its version of the FY 2008 Interior-Environment Appropriations on June 21.  The bill did not contain the project. 



	5.


	Wastewater
	Secure $2 million in the EPA’s State and Tribal Assistance Grant (STAG) program for construction of Quartermaster Harbor community wastewater treatment facilities. 


	The House passed its version of the FY 2008 Interior-Environment Appropriations on June 27.  The bill did not contain the project. 
The Senate Appropriations Committee passed its version of the FY 2008 Interior-Environment Appropriations on June 21.  The bill did not contain the project. 



	6.
	Workforce Development
	Support $500,000 in the Labor-Health and Human Services-Education Appropriations bill for the Seattle King County Workforce Development Council to integrate workforce training services into other social services currently offered to ex-offenders transitioning back into the community.  


	The House approved its version of FY 2008 Department of Labor Appropriations on July 19.  The House bill did not include funding for this project.  
The Senate Appropriations Committee passed its version of the FY 2008 Department of Labor Appropriations on June 21.  The Senate bill did not contain the project. 

TFG is working with the delegation to pursue an opportunity to secure funding in conference. 



	7.
	Emergency Management 
	Support federal legislation that provides revenue tools to local governments to fund the new infrastructure needed to provide effective e-911 services resulting from internet service providers offering Voice over Internet Protocol (VoIP).  Monitor future activity pertaining to the FCC regulation requiring VoIP to provide e-911 service.


	On March 26th, the Senate Commerce Committee Approved the “911 Modernization Act.”  The bill was later incorporated into H.R. 1, the “Implementing the Recommendations of the 9/11 Commission” bill.  The bill, signed by the President on August 3, would fund implementation of the “Enhance 911 Act of 2004”, with grants supporting state and local government E-911 services.   


	8.


	Homeland Security/ Bioterrorism


	Support first-responder legislation to streamline funding to local first responders and provide them with greater control over how grant resources would be expended at the local level. 

Support legislation that would allow for the funding of full time equivalents for critical Homeland Security functions via the various Homeland Security grant programs.


	Congress approved the “Implementing the Recommendations of the 9/11 Commission” legislation on July 27.  The bill would shift a greater portion of funding in the State Homeland Security Grant program to high-threat, high-risk states and urban areas.  The bill will also support FTEs dedicated exclusively to covered Homeland Security activities at the state and local level.

	9.
	Sheriff’s Wireless Communications Project
	Secure $3.8 million for the second phase of deployment of a Regional Interagency Wireless Communications and Data Sharing Program to enhance King County’s ability to communicate with local, state and federal agencies in the All Hazards Response environment.

	

	10.


	Methamphetamine Superfund
	Support legislation to increase funding for methamphetamine site clean-up and effective substance abuse treatment for methamphetamine users. 


	TFG continued to keep the County apprised of developments in federal methamphetamine legislation. On June 6, the Senate Environment and Public Works Committee held a hearing on S 635, companion legislation to a House passed bill (H.R. 365) that would create a research program for the cleanup of meth labs. 


	11.


	Health Care Reform
	Support acceleration and expansion of  the Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS) and the Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) efforts to:

· Publicly support and implement quality measures endorsed by the Institute of Medicine (IOM) and public reporting of the measures; 

· Support health information technology, clinical information system adoption and clinical management capabilities;

· Fund regional, interoperable health information technology networks; and

· Fund Pay for Quality Improvement pilot programs.

Support $350,000 request from the Department of Health and Human Service’s Center for Medicare & Medicaid Services appropriation for the Puget Sound Health Alliance for the development of a health information database to measure and share quality of care information across employers and health plans in the Puget Sound region. 

Support CMS and the Agency of Health Research and Quality (AHRQ) to continue to:
· Publicly support cost-effective evidence-based medicine and medical practices; 

· Advocate the importance of improving quality of health care delivered; and
· Fund innovative pilot programs, demonstration projects and       evaluations that focus on quality of care issues, i.e., STEPS (United
      States Healthier Initiatives) for 
      Health and Racial and Ethnic 
      Approaches to Community Health 
      (REACH).

Seek to position the Puget Sound Health Alliance with the Department of Health and Human Services as an innovative pilot or demonstration project for quality of care issues. 

Secure funding to support the evaluation component of King County’s Healthy Incentives Initiative which employs a unique combination of strategies to drive down health care costs by improving employee health.

	No Update



	12.


	Housing and Community Development Funds


	Housing and Urban Development Appropriations:
· Increase appropriation for Community Development Block Grant formula funds to $5 billion nationwide and ensure that King County’s formula share is maintained or increased; 

· Adequately fund the Section 8 voucher program;
· Maintain or increase funding in the reauthorization of the McKinney/Vento Act for Homeless Assistance and ensure the renewal of Shelter Plus Care funding;
· Maintain or increase funding for HOME program; and 
· Secure $500,000 in Economic Development Initiative funds for development of Passage Point, a transitional housing program targeting homeless single parents exiting the criminal justice system with substance abuse and/or co-occurring disorders, and trying to re-unite with their children.  This project will serve a tri-county area.

	TFG continued advocating to the King County congressional delegation for $500,000 in FY 2008 HUD Economic Development Initiative funds for development of Passage Point.  The project was not funded in the respective FY 2008 House and Senate TTHUD Appropriation. 
TFG worked with other local government advocates in Washington, D.C. to push members of the congressional delegation and their colleagues to increase funding for CDBG, Section 8 Vouchers, Homeless Assistance, and HOME.  The respective House and Senate TTHUD Appropriations bills include funding increases above the FY 2007 enacted funding levels. 

 

	13.
	Homelessness Funding
	Health and Human Services Budget

Support legislation to provide supportive services to eliminate homelessness as outlined in the Ten Year Plan to End Homelessness in King County by 2015.

	The House passed its FY 2008 Transportation, Housing and Urban Development spending bill on

July 24. The Senate Appropriations Committee approved its version of the bill on July 12.  The House and Senate bill provides $1.6 for the Homeless Assistance Grants Program and $300million for the Housing Opportunities for Persons with AIDS (HOPWA) program.



	14.
	Biogas Funding
	Secure $1 million in the Department of Energy renewable energy account or USDA Rural Development grants for Enumclaw manure biogas project for an anaerobic digester and research on reducing nutrients from the residual digester effluent. 

Secure funds for additional pasture acquisition (Farmland Protection Program) to ensure both space for grazing animals as well as sites to spread the digester products.


	The House approved its version of the FY 2008 Department of Energy Appropriations bill on July 17.  The House bill contained $500,000 for the project. 

The Senate Appropriations Committee marked up its version of the FY 2008 Department of Energy Appropriations bill on June 28.  The Senate bill did not contain the project. 



	15.
	Court Technology
	Secure $1 million in the Department of Justice Appropriations Community Oriented Policing Services Technology account to support upgrades to the King County Superior Court’s docket database. 


	The House approved its version of the FY 2008 Justice Appropriations bill on July 26.  The House bill contained $250,000 for the project. 
The Senate Appropriations Committee marked up its version of the FY 2008 Justice Appropriations bill on June 28.  The Senate bill did not contain the project. 



(For more information, contact Bill Hanka or Sean Morgan at 202-331-8500.)

