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Metropolitan King County Council
Utilities Committee
STAFF REPORT

	Agenda Item:
	2 through 12
	Name:
	
Megan Smith and Olivia Aguilar

	Proposed No.:
	Proposed Motions 

2002-0414 thru 2002-0424

	Date:
	September 10, 2002


SUBJECT:  The following proposed motions relate to appointments to the East King County Groundwater Committee:

1. Proposed Motion 2002-0414:   A MOTION confirming the executive's appointment of Jim Westlake to the East King County Groundwater Committee.
2. Proposed Motion 2002-0415:  A MOTION confirming the executive's appointment of Matthew Stone to the East King County groundwater protection committee. 
3. Proposed Motion 2002-0416: A MOTION confirming the executive's appointment of Lawrence Stockton to the East King County groundwater protection committee. 
4. Proposed Motion 2002-0417: A MOTION confirming the executive's appointment of Robert Pancoast to the East King County groundwater protection committee.

5.  Proposed Motion 2002-0418:  A MOTION confirming the executive's appointment of Terry Olson to the East King County groundwater protection committee.

6. Proposed Motion 2002-0419:  A MOTION confirming the executive's appointment of George Magnochi to the East King County groundwater protection committee.

7. Proposed Motion 2002-0420: A MOTION confirming the executive's appointment of Dick Jones to the East King County groundwater protection committee. 
8. Proposed Motion 2002-0421: A MOTION confirming the executive's appointment of Kirk Holmes to the East King County groundwater protection committee. 

9. Proposed Motion 2002-0422: A MOTION confirming the executive's appointment of James Dorsey to the East King County groundwater protection committee.
10. Proposed Motion 2002-0423:  A MOTION confirming the executive's appointment of Terri Divers to the East King County groundwater protection committee. 
11. Proposed Motion 2002-0424:  A MOTION confirming the executive's appointment of Robin Boynton to the East King County groundwater protection committee. 
BACKGROUND:   
Groundwater and Private Wells in King County

Groundwater is rain water that has filtered into (or recharged) the ground and then stays beneath the surface like water in a wet sponge. Groundwater is typically most plentiful in areas of course sand and gravel, zones called aquifers where water is more easily stored and obtained (please see diagram below). Over time, some groundwater discharges to surface water bodies such as lakes, wetlands, streams, rivers, and the ocean. Groundwater provides "base flow" for rivers, which is important for maintaining enough water to support salmon and other species.  Water infiltrates through some areas more easily than others. Areas that allow water to infiltrate most readily may be designated as critical aquifer recharge areas. 
Diagram of Groundwater Recharge and Discharge Areas 
(Source: City of Issaquah)
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Figure 24 Recharge and Dischargo Arsas





Nearly thirty percent of King County residents rely on groundwater as their drinking water source. There are approximately 12,000 private wells in King County. 
Groundwater Protection Areas and Groundwater Management Plans
In 1986, five Groundwater Management Areas were designated in King County in accordance with Washington Administrative Code 173-100:  East King County, Vashon-Maury Island, Issaquah Creek Valley, Redmond Bear Creek Valley, and South King County.  

The Seattle-King County Public Health and the Department of Natural Resources and Parks worked with locally established Groundwater Advisory Committees (GWACs) between 1989 and 1996 to develop groundwater management plans for these areas. In 1999, four of the five plans were finalized and approved by county council. These four plans were certified by the Washington State Department of Ecology in 2000. The South King County plan has not been finalized or certified. 
King County Groundwater Protection Program
On October 5, 2001 the King County Council adopted Ordinance 14214. This ordinance defined King County’s role in groundwater protection and established the King County Groundwater Protection Program. The ordinance emphasized that legal authority to regulate withdrawals of groundwater resides with the State of Washington, and that the legislation is not intended to infringe on the authorities of municipalities and special districts.  At the same time, the ordinance recognized that some groundwater protection issues need to be coordinated at a regional level.  Areas of focus for the King County Groundwater Management Program include:

· coordinated groundwater data collection and management;

· regional outreach and education on groundwater issues;

· coordination amongst county agencies and other federal, state, and local entities involved in groundwater protection; and
· staffing of groundwater protection committees. 
· 
The ordinance designated Department of Natural Resources and Parks as lead agency for the program.  The current budget for King County’s Groundwater Management Program is $675,000, and there are 5.5 FTEs. Revenue sources include Surface Water Management, Rural Drainage Program, Solid Waste, and Wastewater Treatment. 
Groundwater Protection Committees
Ordinance 14214 also established three Groundwater Protection Committees, one each, for East King County, Vashon Maury Island, and Issaquah Creek Valley.  The Redmond Bear Creek Groundwater Protection committee was later established by Ordinance 14276.  
The East King County Groundwater Protection Committee was created in accordance with KCC 9.14.80 and scheduled to operate until December 31, 2004.  The committee meets at least three times a year and is charged with the following responsibilities:

· advising the King County Executive and Council on King County’s groundwater activities and issues and keeping elected officials and their organizations informed;
· advising elected officials from King County, municipalities, special purpose districts, water and sewer utilities, and water purveyors on implementation of the certified groundwater management plans;
· monitoring and participating in implementation of the Groundwater Management  Plans and developing and recommending modifications to the plans;
· reviewing and making recommendations on the short-and long term work plans for regional groundwater needs;
· coordinating community groundwater needs with local organizations;
· providing annual status reports on their activities;
· making recommendations on distribution and use of aquifer protection funds;
· recommending changes to county planning policies affecting groundwater protection;
· recommending services tailored to the unique needs of the local area; and
· providing advice on state groundwater regulation.
Ordinance 14214 directs that the East King County Groundwater Protection Committee include the following representatives: 
· One from the original Groundwater Advisory Committee, 
· One from water purveyors, 
· Two from sewer and water utilities and associations, 
· One from residential well users, 
· One from business owners, 
· One from commercial agriculturists, 
· One from the unincorporated area council (the East King County Groundwater Management Area does not have an active unincorporated area council), 
· One from chambers of commerce, and 
· One from local environmental organizations. 
In addition, the county shall invite each of the tribal nations with federally recognized rights within the East King County Groundwater Management Area (Snoqualmie Tribe and Tulalip Tribes) to recommend candidates for the committee. Each abutting county (Snohomish County) shall be requested to provide an advisory, non-voting candidate. The Seattle and King County Public Health, and the state Department of Ecology and Department of Health will be invited to participate as non-voting members. 
Appointments to the Vashon Groundwater Management Committee have already been made. Appointments to the Redmond-Bear Creek and Issaquah Groundwater Protection Committees are expected to be transmitted this month. 

CANDIDATES FOR APPOINTMENT TO THE East King County Groundwater Protection Committee 

1. Jim Westlake represents the Snoqualmie Valley Chamber of Commerce and is being appointed for a one-year term expiring September 1, 2003.  Mr. Westlake resides in council district three and is the owner of Velocity Wireless, a Snoqualmie Valley business. Mr. Westlake serves on the Snoqualmie Valley Chamber of Commerce Board of Directors and is the co-chair of the Chamber’s Government Affairs Committee.  Mr. Westlake is a long-time valley resident, interested in planning the future direction of the valley.  He has participated in many local planning efforts such as community comprehensive planning, transportation, and flood and river related community meetings.  Mr. Westlake was recommended by Lisa Schaffer, Director of the Snoqualmie Valley Chamber of Commerce.

2. Matt Stone represents business owners and is being appointed for a three-year term expiring September 1, 2005.  Mr. Stone is a resident of the City of Snoqualmie in council district three and is a private business owner working in the construction industry.  Mr. Stone has served on several local commissions related to environmental management and water resources including: Snoqualmie Planning Commission (Chair 1998-2000), Snoqualmie City Council, Snoqualmie Shorelines Hearing Board, Snoqualmie representative to Energy Facility Site Evaluation Council for the Olympic Pipeline, and Snoqualmie Watershed Forum (Chair 1998-2002).  Mr. Stone was recommended by Dave Battey (Snoqualmie Valley community member).
3. Lawrence Stockton represents the City of North Bend and is being appointed for a three-year term expiring September 1, 2005. Mr. Stockton resides in council district three and is the Community Services Director at the City of North Bend.  Mr. Stockton has several years of experience in city government.  As Community Service Director he has reviewed the East King County Ground Water Management Plan, monitored North Bend’s efforts to protect water quality and obtain new water supplies, and worked with development projects in the city to protect groundwater.  Mr. Stockton was recommended by the Mayor of North Bend.
4. Robert Pancoast represents the Sewer and Water Utilities and Associations and is being appointed for a three-year term expiring September 1, 2005.  Mr. Pancoast resides in Council district three.  He is a professional geologist/hydrogeologist with over 25 years of experience.  Mr. Pancoast is the Executive Director of the East King County Regional Water Association.  In this position, Mr. Pancoast is active in the Central Puget Sound Water Supplier’s Forum, The Water Supply Planning Committee, the Washington Water Utility Council, the Water Conservation Coalition of Puget Sound, and the Water Resources Advisory Committee for the state Department of Ecology.  He is also a Principal at Compass Geographics, Inc., a consulting firm that has performed studies for several water purveyors in East King County.  Mr. Pancoast was recommended by Renny Lillejord, GWAC, and was urged to volunteer by several of the water purveyors in the area.

5. Terry Olson represents water purveyors and is being appointed for two-year term expiring September 1, 2004. Mr. Olson resides in council district three and is a commissioner for Water District 119 and president of the Board of Commissioners.  Mr. Olson is a resident of Snoqualmie Valley and has been active on several local water related committees including: District 119 Commission, East King County Rural Water Association, and the East King County Ground Water Advisory Committee.  Mr. Olson was recommended by the East King County Regional Water Association.

6. George Magnochi represents commercial agriculturists and is being appointed for a two-year term expiring September 1, 2004.   Mr. Magnochi resides in council district three and is a dairy farmer near Carnation. He owns Two Sisters Dairy and is the fourth generation in his family to farm in the Snoqualmie Valley.
7. Dick Jones represents the Ground Water Advisory Committee and is being appointed for a three-year term expiring September 1, 2005. Mr. Jones has been a resident of east King County for 30 years, and has been active in local planning, flooding, and water issues. He is the former chair of the GWAC. 
8. Kirk Holmes represents the City of Snoqualmie and is being appointed for a one-year term expiring September 1, 2003. Mr. Holmes is the Director of Public Works at the City of Snoqualmie.  Mr. Holmes is a licensed Water Distribution Manager II and Water Treatment Operator I. He has experience working in both the public and private sectors on water issues.  Mr. Holmes was recommended by Gary Armstrong, City of Snoqualmie City Administrator, and Nancy Tucker, City of Snoqualmie Planning Director.

9. James Dorsey represents the City of Carnation and is being appointed for a two year term expiring September 1, 2004.  Mr. Dorsey is the Director of Public Works and Interim Assistant City Manager for the City of Carnation.  Mr. Dorsey is a licensed Water Distribution Manager III and has worked in the field of stormwater and sewer management for 23 years.   Mr. Dorsey was recommended by the East King County Regional Water Association.

10. Terri Divers represents the Sewer and Water Utilities and Associations, and is being appointed for a one-year term expiring September 1, 2003.  Ms. Divers resides in council district three and is the Operations Manager of the Fall City Water District.  Ms. Divers has worked for the District for 12 years and during that time has managed six groundwater wells and service to approximately 1,000 customers.  

11. Robin Boynton represents the residential well users and is being appointed for a two-year term expiring September 1, 2004. Ms. Boynton resides in council district 3 has lived in Carnation since 1987. She has been involved in groundwater issues for over a decade. She became a member of the GWAC in 1991, including a term as Vice Chair. She also headed Citizens for Responsible Land Use, a group concerned about potential groundwater impacts from gravel mining.  As a result of this work, Ms. Boynton was appointed to the Sand and Gravel Permit Advisory Committee for the state Department of Ecology.  She has also served on the City of Carnation’s Shoreline Master Program (SMP) Citizens Advisory Committee, overseeing a rewrite of the City’s SMP.  Ms. Boynton was recommended by Gary Turney from the United States Geological Survey. 
Three of the appointment motions need corrections to the place of residence and/or council district for the appointee. Amendments to Motions 2002-0421, 2002-0422, and 2002-0423 are attached (attachments 1 through 6).  
ATTENDING:

Sarah Ogier, Groundwater Policy Analyst, King County Department of Natural Resources and Parks
Dave Monthie, Regional Water Policy Analyst, King County Department of Natural Resources and Parks
ATTACHMENTS: 
1. Amendment 1 to proposed Motion 2002-0421

2. Title Amendment T1 to proposed Motion 2002-0421

3. Amendment 1 to proposed Motion 2002-0422

4. Title Amendment T1 to proposed Motion 2002-0422

5. Amendment 1 to proposed Motion 2002-0423

6. Title Amendment T1 to proposed Motion 2002-0423

7. Proposed Motion 2002-0414 with attachments   

8. Proposed Motion 2002-0415 with attachments   

9. Proposed Motion 2002-0416 with attachments   

10. Proposed Motion 2002-0417 with attachments   

11. Proposed Motion 2002-0418 with attachments   

12. Proposed Motion 2002-0419 with attachments   

13. Proposed Motion 2002-0420 with attachments   

14. Proposed Motion 2002-0421 with attachments   

15. Proposed Motion 2002-0422 with attachments   

16. Proposed Motion 2002-0423 with attachments   

17. Proposed Motion 2002-0424 with attachments   
18. Executive’s transmittal letter, dated August 23, 2002
19. Map of East King County Groundwater Management Area


