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METROPOLITAN KING COUNTY COUNCIL

NATURAL RESOURCES, PARKS & OPEN SPACE COMMITTEE

	AGENDA ITEM:
	5
	DATE:
	March 20, 2003

	PROPOSED NO.:
	2003-0108
	PREPARED BY:
	Mike Reed


Revised Staff Report:  The Committee approved an amendment attaching the revised interlocal agreement, and approved the amended ordinance.
SUBJECT:  
Proposed Ordinance 2003-0108 authorizes the Executive to enter into an interlocal agreement between King County and the Si View Metropolitan Park District
BACKGROUND:

In response to the continuing county general fund budget crisis, and consistent with the recommendations of the Metropolitan Parks Task Force and the direction of the 2002 Parks Omnibus legislation (Ordinance 14509), King County has worked to transfer, mothball or enter short-term revenue-neutral operating agreements for those park and recreation facilities located inside cities. The county has achieved transfer or operating agreements for of nine of 10 in-city pools and 13 in-city parks and two community centers.  The Executive has indicated that recommendations for up to 12 more parks transfers are pending; these transfers are important to the continuing strategy to maximize the availability of park facilities and services to the public, while addressing critical funding shortfalls.  

Si View Park, located at 400 SE Orchard Dr., North Bend, is currently mothballed.   Si View Park contains within its boundaries a community center which has provided recreational opportunities and public service programming to the community; a pool is included within the community center.  The structure was built in 1938. Shamrock Park is a small, 3.2 acre park located in the urban growth area of the City, at 12325 415 Ave SE, North Bend.
Last year, in response to the anticipated mothballing of Si View Park, community center and pool, officials in North Bend appointed a commission to review options for reopening the facilities.  The commission recommended the formation of a metropolitan park district to operate the park, community center and pool.  As a result of discussions with park district representatives, the Executive has recommended including Shamrock Park in the package of facilities to be transferred.
RCW 35.61 provides authority to form a metropolitan parks district, as follows:  

“Creation -- Territory included.
A metropolitan park district may be created for the management, control, improvement, maintenance, and acquisition of parks, parkways, boulevards, and recreational facilities. A metropolitan park district may include territory located in portions or all of one or more cities or counties, or one or more cities and counties, when created or enlarged as provided in this chapter.”

On October 14, 2002, the Council approved ordinance 14505, authorizing a special election to be held on February 4, 2003, regarding the formation of a metropolitan park district, whose boundaries include the City of North Bend and Fire District #38, excluding the portion within the City of Snoqualmie. Also authorized for that ballot was the election of five commissioners for the parks district.
On February 4, 2003, according to the King County Records, Elections and Licensing Services Division, the voters of the proposed Metropolitan Park District voted to support the formation of the proposed district, with a 70.1% approval; additionally, five parks commissioners were elected.

With the formation of the Park District, the Executive has prepared an interlocal land and pool transfer agreement between King County and the Si View Metropolitan Park District for consideration by the Council.

Key Elements of Interlocal Land And Pool Transfer Agreement

Among the key elements of the agreement are the following:

· Within 120 days of the execution of the agreement, the county will convey all its ownership or leasehold interest in Si View Park, Si View Community Center, Si View Pool, and Shamrock Park to the District;
· The Park District covenants that the property will continue to be used for park and recreation purposes, or other equivalent facilities will be conveyed to the county in exchange;

· The Park District covenants that it will not limit access to and use of the property by non-district residents, in any way that doesn’t also apply to district residents; if differential fees for non-district residents are imposed, they will be reasonably related to the cost borne by district taxpayers to maintain, improve or operate the property;

· Within 15 days of the execution of the agreement, the District will amend any agreement with the Interagency Committee for Outdoor Recreation regarding the subject properties, to substitute the District for the County as the ‘contracting party’ 
· The property being conveyed includes supplies and equipment necessary to operate the pool; such supplies and equipment are taken as is, and where is;

· The District will provide the County with an area for continued storage of an emergency shelter supplies container on the property, without charge;

· The County reserves easements for all county-owned utilities on the property, including easements previously granted to the County but lost through merger when the County acquired the property;

· The County will transfer the following amounts to the District associated with the pool transfer:

· $50,000 in funds for capital improvements, in two equal installments;

· an additional amount for capital improvements, to be determined by the County, but in no case to exceed $125,000;
· The County and District acknowledge that the park, pool and community center are designated as an historic landmark; the District agrees that the county Landmarks and Heritage Division retains the authority to review, approve and condition proposed alterations or demolition of designated significant features;

· Each party indemnifies and holds the other harmless; provision is made for the responsible party addressing remediation costs associated with any hazardous materials found on the property.  Standard provision for audit and inspections, waiver, duration, scope of agreement, and notice are included.  
Because the community center and pool sit on land owned by the County, rather than a school district or other entity, there is no provision for agreement for assignment of an underlying lease, common in other transfer agreements. 

	Facility Name
	Facility Location
	Acres
	When acquired
	Orig. Cost and Funding source
	Major Features
	Revenues and Operating Exp. (2001 actuals)

	Si View Park
	North Bend
	10.28
	1938
	$2,510; County general funds and Works Progress Administration
	Buildings, Pool, Community Center, Baseball Field, Soccer Field, Tennis Court, Picnic Area, Restroom and Parking Lot


	289,937 park exp.
28,805 park rev.

382,578 pool exp.

91,776 pool rev.

	Shamrock Park
	North Bend UGA
	3.32
	1949, 1979 (two parcels)
	$400; County general funds
	Picnic Area
	5,872 park exp.
0 park rev.


SUMMARY:  

Proposed Ordinance 2003-0108 authorizes the Executive to enter into an interlocal agreement relating to the transfer of Si View Park, Pool and Community Center and Shamrock Park to the Si View Metropolitan Park District; and declares an emergency, to assure that the transaction is effective in time to include this transfer in the allocation of capital funding which must be determined by March 31, 2003.
