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Metropolitan King County Council
Budget and Fiscal Management Committee



STAFF REPORT

	Agenda Item:
	3
	Name:
	Nick Bowman

	Proposed No.:
	2025-0309
	Date:
	October 29, 2025



SUBJECT

Proposed Ordinance 2025-0309 would increase fees for a variety of civil filing services that are provided by the King County Sheriff’s Office. 

SUMMARY

The Proposed Ordinance would increase civil process fees to account for inflationary increases to the cost of providing associated services. The projected revenue increase over existing fee collections is expected to be approximately $232,000 and would accrue to the County General Fund. 

State law allows counties to raise fees to recoup costs under RCW 36.18.040(1). The proposed fee increases are intended to reflect the 19.8% increase in the consumer price index since the last increase. 

As proposed in the Executive’s 2026-2027 Proposed Budget, the increased revenue that would result from this ordinance will accrue to the County’s General Fund and be appropriated in the Sheriff’s Office.

BACKGROUND 

The King County Sheriff’s Office, under state law, is responsible for providing services to citizens seeking to enforce civil court orders or processes. The services range from the service of summonses, subpoenas, and warrants, serving writs, and posting notices of sale. Additionally, the Sheriff can recover the costs in support of these civil court duties, such as notarizing documents, postage, and fingerprint services.

The costs of providing civil process services are driven by the cost of labor, supplies, central services, and equipment. Services subject to this fee increase include personal and real property court orders, protection orders, court ordered evictions, family law actions and notice of small claims. 

State law establishes a base level for these fees to allow the Sheriff to recover the costs of providing required services.[footnoteRef:1] However, the statute allows the fees to be adjusted in order “to cover the costs of administration and operation.”[footnoteRef:2] [1:  RCW 36.18.040]  [2:  RCW 36.18.040(3)] 


The County last authorized adjustments to Sheriff’s civil process fees in 2020 and in 2016.[footnoteRef:3]  [3:  Ord. 19192 & Ord. 18400] 


ANALYSIS

Proposed Ordinance 2025-0309 would increase Sheriff’s Office civil process fees by an average of 20.2% to reflect the 19.8% rise in inflation since the last fee increase which took effect in 2021. The projected revenue increase over existing collections is expected to be approximately $232,000 and would be appropriated to the Sheriff’s Office under the 2026-2027 Executive proposed budget. 

Table 1 below describes each fee and the proposed increase. 

Table 1.
Proposed KCSO Civil Process Fee Increase
	Fee Type
	Category
	Current Rate
	Proposed
Rate
	Proposed Increase

	Service of civil process, service, summons and complaint, notice of complain, summons and petition, and notice of small claim
	Serve one defendant

	$36.00
	$43.00
	$7.00

	
	Serve two or more defendants, same address
	$48.00
	$58.00
	$10.00

	
	All returns
	$29.00
	$35.00
	$6.00

	
	Nonresident returns
	$29.00
	$35.00
	$6.00

	Attachment, writ – personal property
	Levy, per hour
	$81.00
	$97.00
	$16.00

	
	Serve, each defendant
	$48.00
	$58.00
	$10.00

	
	Return to court
	$29.00
	$35.00
	$6.00

	Attachment, write – real property
	Levy (per hour)
	$81.00
	$97.00
	$16.00

	
	Notice of levy
	$7.00
	$8.00
	$1.00

	
	Filing with auditor and auditor’s filing fee
	$36.00
	$43.00
	$7.00

	
	Serve defendant (if required)
	$48.00
	$58.00
	$10.00

	
	Return to court
	$29.00
	$35.00
	$6.00

	Execution – personal property
	Levy (per hour)
	$81.00
	$97.00
	$16.00

	
	Posting of each notice
	$19.00
	$23.00
	$4.00

	
	Conducting sales (per hour)
	$81.00
	$97.00
	$16.00

	
	Bill of sale (each)
	$81.00
	$97.00
	$16.00

	
	Return to court
	$29.00
	$35.00
	$6.00

	
	Serve defendant
	$48.00
	$58.00
	$10.00

	
	Serve notice (defendant)
	$48.00
	$58.00
	$10.00

	
	Postponement notice (each)
	$19.00
	$23.00
	$4.00

	Warrants
	Serve (each)
	$81.00
	$97.00
	$16.00

	
	Return to court
	$29.00
	$35.00
	$6.00

	Subpoena
	Serve (each)
	$48.00
	$58.00
	$10.00

	
	Return to court
	$29.00
	$35.00
	$6.00

	Execution – order of sale of real property
	Levy (per hour)
	$81.00
	$97.00
	$16.00

	
	Recording with auditor
	$36.00
	$43.00
	$7.00

	
	Conducting sale (per hour)
	$81.00
	$97.00
	$16.00

	
	Certificate of sale
	$81.00
	$97.00
	$16.00

	
	Return to court
	$28.00
	$34.00
	$6.00

	
	Posting of notice (each)
	$19.00
	$23.00
	$4.00

	
	Affidavit of posting
	$19.00
	$23.00
	$4.00

	
	Postponement (each notice)
	$19.00
	$23.00
	$4.00

	Writ of garnishment
	Serve garnishee
	$48.00
	$58.00
	$10.00

	
	Return to court
	$28.00
	$34.00
	$6.00

	
	Serve defendant (if required)
	$48.00
	$58.00
	$10.00

	Writ of replevin – affidavit, claim, and delivery
	Serve defendant with write – affidavit and bond
	$48.00
	$58.00
	$10.00

	
	Serve summons and complaint (one)
	$36.00
	$43.00
	$7.00

	
	Serve summons and complaint (two or more)
	$48.00
	$58.00
	$10.00

	
	Levy (per hour)
	$81.00
	$97.00
	$16.00

	
	Return to court
	$28.00
	$34.00
	$6.00

	Write of restitution or write of assistance, or both
	Service with aid of county
	$107.00
	$128.00
	$21.00

	
	Cost per hour after first hour
	$81.00
	$97.00
	$16.00

	
	Return to court
	$28.00
	$34.00
	$6.00

	Redemption
	Serve notice of intent
	$48.00
	$58.00
	$10.00

	
	Certificate of redemption
	$81.00
	$97.00
	$16.00

	Deed issuance
	
	$81.00
	$97.00
	$16.00

	Internal-only criminal history record check
	
	$19.00
	$23.00
	$4.00

	All other documents and supporting papers for which no other fee is provided in this section
	
	$48.00
	$58.00
	$10.00

	Fingerprinting
	Noncriminal purpose up to two sets
	$19.00
	$23.00
	$4.00

	
	Each additional set
	$7.00
	$8.00
	$1.00



AMENDMENT

Amendment 1 is a technical amendment which would add an effective date of January 1, 2026. 

Title Amendment T1 would conform the title to the changes made by Amendment 1. 

INVITED

· Dwight Dively, Director, Office of Performance Strategy and Budget

ATTACHMENTS

1. Proposed Ordinance 2025-0309
2. Amendment 1
3. Title Amendment T1
4. Transmittal Letter
5. Fiscal Note 
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