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STAFF REPORT

SUBJECT:
An ORDINANCE authorizing the King County executive to convey real property interests held by King County to the King County flood control zone district and the city of Tukwila for the purposes of implementing projects in cooperation with the United States Army Corps of Engineers and declaring an emergency.
BACKGROUND:
Over the years, King County has entered (as the local sponsor) into cooperation agreements with the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (USACE) to obtain millions of dollars of federal funds to bolster the region’s flood protection infrastructure.  These cooperation agreements provide direct, cost-effective benefits and enhance public safety for county residents.  

With the creation of the countywide King County Flood Control Zone District (District), that District is now the appropriate local sponsor for most projects with the USACE.  In its adoption of Resolution 2008-01, the District outlined their intent to act as the local sponsor on a of number cooperation agreements with the USACE to complete projects to repair damage from the 2006 flood disaster.  
As the local sponsor, the District is required to furnish evidence to the USACE that it has sufficient real property interests to the property involved in a project, in order for the projects to go forward under the terms of the cooperative agreements.   

To satisfy this requirement and receive federal funds, certain property rights (typically easements) to flood protection facilities need to be transferred from the King County to the District.  NOTE:  The city of Tukwila is acting as the local sponsor in partnership with the USACE for the Tukwila 205 project and property interests held by the County need to be transferred to that jurisdiction.  
The required transfers of property interests to the District and the city of Tukwila require authorization by ordinance.   

SUMMARY OF RESOLUTION:  

The resolution:
· Declares that property interests for properties that are part of repair projects covered by cooperation agreements with the USACE are surplus and may be conveyed to the District, or to the city of Tukwila and the district, 
· Authorizes the King County executive to convey any necessary easement interests to meet the requirements of the cooperation agreements with the USACE, and
· Contains a declaration of emergency, in light of USACE deadlines and the goal of commencing the flood damage repairs during the optimal construction season.
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