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SUBJECT

This briefing summarizes recent rules & regulations passed by the King County Board of Health in 2010.  
SUMMARY
On January 21st, the Board of Health passed Rule & Regulation (R&R) 09-07, establishing pet-related business regulations and standardizing regulations countywide.  The regulation was subsequently amended on March 18th (R&R 10-01).  
On May 20th, the Board of Health passed R&R 10-02, updating the county’s nutrition labeling regulation to comply with new federal nutrition labeling requirements, which were included in the federal healthcare reform package.  

BACKGROUND

The Council established the King County Board of Health (BOH) in accordance with Washington State law (Revised Code of Washington 70.05.035).  The Board of Health is a federated body, with 10 voting members and one nonvoting member. Of the 10 voting members, three are from the County Council, three from the Seattle City Council, and two from the Suburban Cities of King County. There are two health professionals selected by the other members of the Board. A third health professional serves as the nonvoting member.

The Board sets county-wide public health policy, enacts and enforces local public health regulations, and carries out other duties of local boards of health specified in state law. These duties include enforcing state public health statutes, preventing and controlling the spread of infectious disease, abating nuisances and establishing fee schedules for licenses, permits and other services. 

ANALYSIS
Pet Related Business Rule & Regulation (R&R 09-07 and 10-01):  

On January and March of this year, the BOH approved Rule and Regulation 09-07 and 10-01, establishing new categories, fees and requirements to standardize regulations of pet-related businesses throughout King County.  Until these R&Rs were passed, the City of Seattle, other cities within King County and unincorporated King County operated under either Public Health regulations, Records and Licensing Section regulations, or no regulations.  Fees countywide had not been increased in decades. 

The pet-related business R&Rs included a number of new or modified requirements to reflect changes in the nature of pet-related services as well as Public Health’s emphasis on disease control, education and environmental protection.  The changes addressed the following issues:
· Recent Growth in Pet Daycare Services:  The new regulations contain requirements specifically for dogs or other pets in large comingled play groups as opposed to the former regulations which only addressed pets boarded in individual kennels or cages.
· Recent Growth in Mobile Pet Grooming Services:  Mobile grooming services have issues related to waste water disposal not relevant to fixed grooming facilities, which are generally served by sanitary sewer system.  R&R 09-07 addressed issues specific to vehicles equipped for mobile bathing and grooming.

· Education on Disease Risks Associated with Reptile and Amphibian Sales:  Businesses are now required to provide customers with point-of-sale disease prevention information to reduce the risk of Salmonella and other zoonotic disease transmission.  

· Recent Growth in Popularity of Raw or Partially Cooked Pet Food:  Pet food retailers selling uncooked or partially cooked animal-derived pet foods or treats (e.g., raw meat diets; dehydrated fish or poultry meat; smoked bones; chews made from animal parts like pig ears or beef tracheas) must provide proper storage and information for customers about safe handling of these products.  

· Need for Basic Infection Control Plans:  Pet-related businesses, except for pet food retailers, must have a basic infection control plan to help guide proper sanitation, disinfection schedules and protection for employees and customers.

· Public Health Risks Associated With Baby Poultry Sales:  Feed stores selling baby poultry will be permitted and inspected, reflecting the high risk of Salmonella from chicks and ducklings and the growing popularity of backyard poultry in urban and suburban neighborhoods.  Baby poultry retailers were initially exempted in the BOH’s adoption of R&R 09-07 in January, but the health code was amended in March (R&R 10-01) to include these businesses following additional stakeholder outreach.
Nutrition Labeling Regulation Update (R&R 10-02):  

National nutrition labeling is included in the healthcare reform package and requires chains with 20 or more national locations to post calories on menus and menu boards. The national nutrition labeling statute standardizes how chain restaurants are required to provide nutrition information across the country including additional nutrient information available upon request.  
King County’s nutrition labeling regulation required an amendment, which the Board of Health passed on May 20th, to align with the national nutrition labeling statute – otherwise the county’s nutrition labeling regulation would have been pre-empted.  
The table below summarizes some of the key changes included in the update.  During the federal rule-making process, the updated regulation allows chain restaurants to choose to continue to follow the previous King County requirements or move to the federal requirements.  
	Summary of Key Updates to King County’s Nutrition Labeling Regulation

	Category
	Previous King County BOH Requirement
	Update to Align with Federal Requirement

	Definition of a Restaurant Chain
	15 or more locations
	Maintained at 15 or more locations; federal statute applies only to chains with 20 or more

	Information Required on Menus
	Calories, sodium, carbohydrates, saturated fat on menu (or alternate method, such as a separate handout)
	Only calories on menu

	Information Required on Menu Boards
	Calories on menu boards or a sign in the queue or adjacent to the menu board
	Calories required on menu board, including drive-throughs

	Seasonal Menu Items
	No nutritional information required for items on menu less than 90 days
	No nutritional information required for items on menu less than 60 days


ATTACHMENTS
1. Board of Health R&R 09-07
2. Board of Health R&R 10-01
3. Board of Health R&R 10-02
