May 14, 2026

Summary of Proposed Ordinance relating to
Permit Review Reporting Requirements

This summary fulfills Washington State Growth Management Act and King County Code (K.C.C.) 20.18.100 requirements for a “plain language summary.”

King County updated K.C.C. Chapter 20.20 on December 3, 2024, to align with the requirements of State Bill (SB) 5290 (Chapter 36.70B RCW) via Ordinance 19872. These updates were related to permit review timelines, reporting requirements, and penalty risk imposed by the State for noncompliance. The following is a summary of a draft proposed Ordinance addressing the annual permit review performance reporting requirement as required by K.C.C. 20.20.135. As the entity responsible for reviewing and issuing development-related permits, the Department of Local Services, Permitting Division (Permitting), is responsible for providing the required report.

	Ordinance Section
	K.C.C. Section 
	Current Code
	Proposed Change
	Intent/Rationale

	1
	20.20.130

	Establishes annual report on permit review timelines due to Council and directs readers to K.C.C. 20.20.135 for report criteria.
	Adds a requirement for the Executive to transmit an annual permit review performance report to the Council that includes the following:
1. Annual permit performance report form required by the State Department of Commerce in RCW 36.70B.080.
2. Permitting's timeline performance for the prior calendar year for all permit types that are subject to review timelines required by RCW 36.70B.080.
3. Permitting’s timeline performance results to date for building permits that are subject to review timelines required by KCC 20.20.100, but are not subject to the timeline requirements of RCW 36.70B.080.
4. Description of changes in permit volumes and adjustments to operations and staffing.
5. Overview of challenges and opportunities that could affect Permitting's ability to meet permit review time limits.
	Fulfills the requirement of K.C.C. 20.20.135 with proposed language that establishes requirements for an annual report to the Council regarding permit review performance due by June 30 of each year.

	2
	20.20.135
	Requires the Executive to submit a permit review performance report with recommendations for Code changes to support implementation of SB 5290 by December 31, 2025, and a proposed Ordinance to implement recommended changes and establish an annual Council report requirement by June 30, 2026.
	Repeal.
	The requirements of this section have been satisfied by this proposed legislation and thus the section is no longer needed.
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