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SUBJECT

A Briefing on the policy implications of pending state and federal legislative action on King County’s health safety net system.
BACKGROUND
Washington State law establishes several mandates, duties and powers for counties to protect and promote the health of the public.  To carry out these responsibilities, the Revised Code of Washington authorizes the City of Seattle and King County to jointly establish a health department. Public Health – Seattle & King County (“the Department”) is a combined city-county health department, with the department being administered through King County.  RCW requires the County to bear the expense and to budget and appropriate funds for public health services. 
The 2007 adopted Public Health Operational Master Plan establishes the Department’s goal as “to protect and improve the health and well-being of all people in King County as defined by per person healthy years lived and, whenever possible, employ strategies, policies and interventions to reduce health disparities.”  The Department’s three core functions are:  

· Health Protection - tracking and preventing disease and other threats; regulating dangerous environmental and workplace exposures; and ensuring the safety of water, air and food; 

· Health Promotion - leading efforts to promote health and prevent chronic conditions and injuries; and 

· Health Provision - helping assure access to high quality health care for all populations.  The services offered through the County’s Public Health Centers fall within the Provision function.
ANALYSIS
OVERVIEW OF PUBLIC HEALTH – SEATTLE & KING COUNTY BUDGET
Public Health – Seattle & King County has a 2011 budget of $321.6 million.  The Department’s budget is broken into five appropriation units existing in four different funds, as shown in the table below.  

Public Health – Seattle & King County 2010 & 2011 Adopted Budgets
	Fund
	Appropriation Unit
	2010

Adopted 

Budget
	2010 Adopted FTE
	2011 Adopted Budget
	2011 Adopted FTE

	Public Health Fund
	Public Health
	$194.9M**
	1,235.71
	$208.5M
	1,187.46

	Public Health Fund
	Medical Examiner
	$4.7M
	26.63
	$4.7M
	25.46

	EMS Fund
	Emergency Medical Services (EMS)
	$66.6M


	119.99
	$68.8M
	119.37

	County General Fund
	Jail Health
	$24.7M
	154.20
	$24.7M
	140.50

	LHW Fund
	Local Hazardous Waste (LHW)
	$14.3M
	0.00
	$14.9M
	0.00

	
	Total
	$305.2M
	1,536.53
	$321.6M
	1,472.79


*Full-Time Equivalent positions

**Does not include 2010 supplemental appropriations totaling $12.8 million, including a $12.7 million federal grant.
The Public Health Fund is where the Protection, Promotion, and Provision services are budgeted, including services provided by the public health centers.  The Public Health appropriation unit budget is increasing from $194.9 million in 2010 to $208.5 million in 2011, largely due to a one-time federal Communities Putting People to Work (CPPW) grant award of $12.8 million for 2011. Note that the King County General Fund comprised $26.6 million, or 13 percent, of the Public Health Fund budget in 2010 and $24.5 million, or 11 percent, in 2011. 
TODAY’S PANEL
The 2011 budget for the Department as shown above is subject to change as the state legislative session is currently underway.  Today’s panel will brief the committee on potential impacts of the state budget – not just to the Department, but also to emergency services and the region’s healthcare safety net. The panel speakers are:

· Dr. David Fleming, Director, Public Health – Seattle & King County

· Anne Newcombe, RN, Clinical Director, Harborview Medical Center

· Tom Trompeter, Chief Executive Officer, HealthPoint

