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SUBJECT

Proposed Motion 2016-0288 would authorize the Executive to accept a donation of $392,000 from Forterra to be used to purchase open space.

SUMMARY

A local family that wishes to remain anonymous recently contacted the Seattle Foundation[footnoteRef:1] to inquire about making a donation to acquire land in South King County for conservation and passive recreation. The Seattle Foundation contacted Forterra[footnoteRef:2] for assistance in identifying and securing suitable properties. Forterra, in turn, contacted King County’s Department of Natural Resources and Parks (DNRP). [1:  The Seattle Foundation is the 20th largest community foundation in the United States. It manages a portfolio of more than $750 million in charitable donations on behalf of local donors, and awards approximately $60 million in grants to non-profit organizations each year.]  [2:  Forterra was formed in 1989 as the Seattle King County Land Trust. The organization works to protect open space and working lands, as well as to help guide land use and growth management decisions. Forterra has permanently protected 250,000 acres since it was founded.] 


DNRP staff is working with Forterra to acquire several properties located in Council Districts 7 and 9. These properties are located in the Spring Lake/Lake Desire, Soos Creek, and Wetland 14 areas. These properties are part of larger conservation projects that have been identified as high priority by the County through its Conservation Futures Citizens’ Oversight Committee. The ability to use this donation to purchase these properties will free public funds from the Conservation Futures Tax (CFT) and Parks and Open Space Levy to be used for other priority projects.

King County Code allows the County’s Parks and Recreation Division to solicit gifts,[footnoteRef:3] but requires that gifts of $50,000 or more must be approved by the Council by motion.[footnoteRef:4] Proposed Motion 2016-0288 would authorize the Executive to accept a donation of $392,000 from Forterra for the purpose of acquiring these properties. The family making the donation wishes to remain anonymous, but representatives of Forterra, the Seattle Foundation, and the Conservation Futures Citizens’ Oversight Committee will be present at today’s meeting.
 [3:  KCC 7.08.070]  [4:  KCC 2.80.060] 


BACKGROUND 

Open Space Conservation Process. CFT levy funds are collected throughout King County as a dedicated portion of the property tax. By statute, these funds are available only for the acquisition of open space and resource lands. The King County Code[footnoteRef:5] defines the process and criteria for the allocation of CFT levy funds. As part of this process, the Conservation Futures Citizens’ Oversight Committee conducts an annual review of applications for CFT funding and makes recommendations for the Executive and Council to consider as part of the budget process. [5:  KCC Chapter 26.12] 


Funds from the portion of the Parks and Open Space Levy dedicated to open space acquisition are also disbursed through the annual Conservation Futures Citizens’ Oversight Committee review process, Executive budget recommendation, and Council budget deliberations.[footnoteRef:6] [6:  Ordinance 17568] 


The donation that would be accepted as part of Proposed Motion 2016-0288 would be used to purchase properties identified as part of larger projects targeted by the Conservation Futures Citizens’ Oversight Committee process for conservation and preservation. 

Proposed Donation. A local family that wishes to remain anonymous recently contacted the Seattle Foundation to inquire about making a donation to acquire land in South King County for conservation and passive recreation. The Seattle Foundation contacted Forterra for assistance in identifying and securing suitable properties. Forterra, in turn, contacted King County’s Department of Natural Resources and Parks (DNRP).

DNRP staff is working with Forterra to acquire several properties located in Council Districts 7 and 9. These properties are located in the Spring Lake/Lake Desire, Soos Creek, and Wetland 14 areas. These properties are part of larger conservation projects that have been identified as high priority by the County through its Conservation Futures Citizens’ Oversight Committee. The ability to use this donation to purchase these properties will free public funds from the Conservation Futures Tax (CFT) and Parks and Open Space Levy to be used for other priority projects.

Acceptance of Donation. King County Code allows the County’s Parks and Recreation Division to solicit gifts,[footnoteRef:7] but requires that gifts of $50,000 or more must be approved by the Council by motion.[footnoteRef:8] Proposed Motion 2016-0288 would authorize the Executive to accept a donation of $392,000 from Forterra for the purpose of acquiring these properties. [7:  KCC 7.08.070]  [8:  KCC 2.80.060] 


Because the property acquisition process is currently underway, information about the specific properties being considered is not publicly available at this time.



ANALYSIS

Proposed Motion 2016-0288 complies with King County Code provisions that allow the Parks and Recreation Division to solicit donations (K.C.C. 7.08.070) and that require approval of the Council by motion for gifts of $50,000 or more (K.C.C. 2.80.060).

The properties that have been identified for purchase are each part of larger conservation projects that have been prioritized for funding in past years by the CFT Citizens’ Oversight Committee, the Executive, and the Council. Each of these projects includes remaining properties that have been identified for acquisition. Acceptance of the grant to purchase these properties will mean that CFT and Parks Levy funds can be used for other high priority projects.

LINKS

Forterra: http://forterra.org/ 

Seattle Foundation: http://new.seattlefoundation.org/ 

ATTACHMENTS

1. Proposed Motion 2016-0288 
2. Transmittal Letter 

INVITED

· Bob Burns, Deputy Director, Department of Natural Resources and Parks
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