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Proposed Ordinance 2014-0185 was amended and reported out of committee on July 1 by a vote of 4-0 with a Do Pass Recommendation.
SUBJECT
A supplemental appropriation ordinance to fund the continued provision of legal services to indigent persons charged with crimes in Seattle Municipal Court.
SUMMARY
Proposed Ordinance 2014-0185 would make a supplemental appropriation of $2,423,423 to the 2014 budget of the Department of Public Defense (DPD). The appropriation would fund DPD's continued provision of legal services to indigent persons charged with crimes in Seattle Municipal Court (SMC) during the second half of 2014. Those services are currently being provided pursuant to contracts with the City of Seattle that expire on 30 June 2014.
The County and the City are negotiating a new contract to cover DPD's work in SMC; however, legal counsel has identified issues that will not be resolved in time for the new contract to be approved by both the County and the City before the current contracts are due to expire. The parties therefore have agreed to extend the current contracts through August 31 to allow time for the new contract to be completed and approved by the parties.
Proposed Amendment 1 to the proposed ordinance would make clear that there must be an agreement in place—either an extension of the current contracts or a new contract to take their place—for the supplemental funds to be used.
BACKGROUND
In response to a Washington Supreme Court ruling and the proposed settlement of a class action lawsuit against King County regarding county benefits for public defense agency employees (Dolan v. King County), the employees of the nonprofit public defense agencies were invited to join the County on 1 July 2013 as county employees with full benefits.  Almost all of the agencies’ 350 employees accepted the invitation.

In preparation for the July 1 migration, Ordinance 17588 implemented the public defense charter amendment (placed on the ballot by Ordinance 17614) and included provisions to ensure that current and future public defense clients would have access to public defense services without disruption as the settlement agreement was implemented. One part of Ordinance 17588, codified as KCC 2.60.020, provided:

The department may provide its services to the state of Washington, tribal governments and municipalities in King County on a full cost recovery basis and is authorized to negotiate appropriate contractual agreements, subject to council approval by ordinance when required by law.

The City of Seattle had been using the public defense agencies for SMC misdemeanor cases through 1 July 2013. Each of the agencies had a contract with Seattle to provide those services through 30 June 2014. DPD took over the SMC caseload on 1 July 2013.  Ordinance 17662 authorized the county to accept an assignment of the misdemeanor contracts between the agencies and Seattle for the period from 1 July 2013 through 30 June 2014.

The 2014 budget allocation to DPD was sufficient to fund the department's SMC work only through the contract period that ended on 30 June 2014; hence, the need for a supplemental appropriation to continue the work beyond that date.

ANALYSIS
Proposed Ordinance 2014-0185 would increase DPD’s appropriation authority by $2,423,423. The full-cost-recovery contract that the County is currently negotiating with the City will increase General Fund revenues by $3,051,272 for the second half of 2014, which will cover the County’s increased expenditures of $2,423,423 and the County’s related overhead of $627,849. (Funds to cover the overhead have already been appropriated in the 2014 annual budget.)
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