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Agreement Reached to Save Kent Pool

King County Executive Ron Sims and Kent Mayor Jim White today announced that an agreement has been reached to save the Kent Pool.  Under the agreement, the pool will be transferred to the City of Kent, enabling the pool to reopen to the public.  

“Kent has worked hard with us over the past several weeks to reach an agreement.  We are pleased that the efforts have paid off and that the pool will reopen to the public.  We appreciate the City’s cooperation in making this happen,” said Sims.

“The city of Kent recognizes the importance of having a swimming pool available to its citizens.  We are excited to work with a local swim club and pool advocates to operate the pool under a sublease agreement that will reduce the operational subsidy required by tax payers,” said Mayor White.    

County Councilmembers Carolyn Edmonds and Julia Patterson also praised the agreement.  “I am delighted that the City of Kent and King County have come together to ensure this wonderful resource is available to our citizens,” Patterson said.  The Kent Pool is located in Patterson’s district.  

“This is a tremendous accomplishment,” commented Councilmember Edmonds, Chair of the County Council’s Natural Resource, Parks and Open Space Committee.  “I know how important this pool is to its users and surrounding residents.  I look forward to reviewing the ordinance authorizing the agreement and will make sure it receives particular attention.”

Faced with a $52 million budget shortfall for 2003, the County was forced to mothball the Kent pool at the end of 2002.  That meant that the pool was closed to the public and systems were idled to minimize costs, but the equipment continued to operate so that the pool can be reopened quickly and with minimal additional expense. 

The city will sublease the pool to the Aquatic Management Group who will manage the operations of the facility.  The city will provide $70,000 for initial start up costs.  In addition the city will provide an annual subsidy of $20,000 and will work with the group to determine the use of the $50,000 in capital funds that will be provided by King County.  The funds for “mothballing” the pool will be made available to Kent School District for the future demolition of the pool when the pool reaches the end of its useful life.  

The deal with Kent means that nine of the County’s 10 in-city pools will be open this year under transfer or operating agreements.  The Auburn pool remains mothballed, but talks are ongoing with the Auburn School District to work out an agreement to reopen that pool.   

The pool transfers are part of King County’s plans to refocus its role as a regional service provider by limiting its operation of parks and pools within city jurisdictions.  King County began discussing transferring facilities with cities in May 2002, after the County determined that its parks budget had to be dramatically reduced to help close a projected $52 million shortfall in its 2003 Current Expense budget.  The nine pool transfers will save $3,559,584 in a parks budget cut by more than $9 million.

As part of the agreement, King County will give the City of Kent approximately $110,000, $50,000 of which must be used for capital expenses at the pool.  This is consistent with the financial terms of the other King County pool transfer agreements.

Sims said such transfer agreements are a major component of his parks transition plan.  That plan is based on the recommendations of a citizens' task force, which calls for a redefined Parks Division role, focusing on regional services and resource and ecological lands.

The agreement is subject to final approval by the King County Council and the Kent City Council.  The Natural Resources and Open Space Committee of the County Council will consider the agreement at its February 20 meeting, and the full Council could act as soon as February 24, meaning the pool could reopen before March.  The Kent City Council will meet on February 18. 

This release is also posted on the King County Executive's Web site at

http://www.metrokc.gov/exec
The City of Kent Website can be found at

http://www.ci.kent.wa.us
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