October 25, 2000

The Honorable Pete von Reichbauer

Chair, King County Council

Room 1200

C O U R T H O U S E

Dear Councilmember von Reichbauer:

Enclosed for Council consideration is an ordinance adopting the Uniform Codes for application in King County.  This ordinance will adopt the 1997 edition of the Uniform Building Code, Uniform Fire Code, Uniform Mechanical Code, Uniform Building Security Code, Uniform Housing Code, Uniform Code for the Abatement of Dangerous Buildings, and the WAC revisions to these codes, except where specifically deleted; and adopts King County supplemental amendments, additions and deletions to the code.  This adoption will be codified in King County Code (K.C.C.) Title 16, Building and Construction Standards, and Title 17, Fire Code.  This ordinance also directs the clerk to re-codify K.C.C. Title 16 and place the separate uniform codes in their own chapter.

The 1997 Uniform Codes were adopted by Washington State on November 14, 1997 and have been in effect throughout the state since July 1, 1998.  This ordinance is needed to adopt the amendments, additions and deletions appropriate for King County, and to codify these changes in K.C.C. Title 16 and Title 17.  The proposed modifications are basically the same as those adopted for the 1994 Uniform Codes.  None of the proposed amendments, additions or deletions require approval by the State Building Code Council.

The primary administrative amendments, additions and deletions to the Uniform Building Code (UBC) in this ordinance are as follows: 

· Added residential submerged mechanical boat lifts to items exempt from building permits. 

· Authorizes DDES to carry out concrete slab and under floor inspections (UBC 108.5.3).

· Authorizes DDES to carry out lath or gypsum board inspections (UBC 108.5.5).

· Establishes Pre-Issuance Construction Authorization (PICA) program. 

· Provides code references for “General Use Pools” and “Limited Use Pools.”  In addition, it establishes the Department of Public Health as the regulatory authority.

· Proposal updates Standard 9-1 installation of Sprinkler systems to NFPA 13-1999.

· Proposal updates Standard 9-2 Standpipe systems to NFPA 14-1996.

· Proposal updates Standard 9-3 installation of sprinkler systems in R-3 Occupancy; four stories or less, to NFPA 13R-1999.
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The primary construction requirement amendments, additions and deletions to the Uniform Building Code in this ordinance are as follows: 

· Clarifies requirements for infant daycare occupancies. 

· Defines infant as less than 30 months old. 

· Not allowed above the second floor.

· One hour separation from other uses.

· Fire alarm and sprinkler systems required.

· Exit doors equipped with panic hardware and open in the direction of travel.   

· Clarifies requirements for modified E (Educational) occupancies designated for non-ambulatory students.

· Install monitored sprinkler systems. 

· One hour separation from other uses.

· Provide at least two exits with loads of seven or more.

· Provide accessible exits.

· Install a fire alarm system throughout.

· Authorizes the building official to exempt emergency egress window or door in residential basement not containing a habitable space.   

· Buildings with sleeping units located higher than the reach of a fire truck ladder (35 feet) will have to meet code requirements for a true 4-story building, as defined in the code.  Examples:  emergency exiting and fire suppression.
· Ordinance 13564 created conflicts with the intent of the UBC as it pertains to the fire sprinkler requirements for licensed care facilities (LC).  Our proposal establishes requirements for sprinklers in other LC occupancies as well as boarding homes. 

· Requires automatic sprinklers for all buildings located above 55 feet from fire department vehicle access and occupied by people. 

· Authorizes the Fire Marshal to impose additional conditions for fire protection to address unusual hazards to single family homes. 

· Clarifies code reference for boarding home fire-protection systems.

· Establishes handrail, landing and guardrail requirements for stairways.  

· Clarifies what an exterior exit stairway perimeter is and how to measure it.

· Establishes Exterior Insulation and Finishing Systems (E.I.F.S.) as an item to be inspected by a special inspector. 

· Limits alternate brace wall panels to single story residential homes and its attached garages.

· Clarifies that unisex toilets are to be included in the total fixture counts. 

· Establishes minimum requirements for moved building within King County. 

· Moved buildings must meet all code requirements.

· Provides an exemption for R-3 Occupancy (single family homes). 
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· Establishes requirements for a separation fence when the wall of any building containing a door or window is used as a barrier for an outdoor pool. 

The primary Uniform Building Security Code (UBSC) amendments, additions and deletions in this ordinance are as follows: 

· Adopts and directs the clerk to recodify the UBSC in K.C.C. Title 16.04.

The primary Uniform Mechanical Code (UMC) amendments, additions and deletions in this ordinance are as follows: 

· Adopts and directs the clerk to recodify the UMC in K.C.C. Title 16.04.

The primary Uniform Housing Code (UHC) amendments, additions and deletions in this ordinance are as follows: 

· Adopts and directs the clerk to recodify the UHC in K.C.C. Title 16.04.

· Allows the building official and health official to determine what a nuisance is.

· Expands authority to deem neighboring properties as unsafe.  

· Adds building official to the enforcement of the UHC.

· Allows building official to determine unsafe fire hazards. 

· Provides requirements for dangerous building to be secured from entry immediately.

· Provides guidance for the placement of notice to vacate postings. 

The primary Uniform Code for the Abatement of Dangerous Buildings (UCADB) amendments, additions and deletions in this ordinance are as follows:

· Adopts and directs the clerk to recodify the UCADB in K.C.C. Title 16.04.

· Change reference from “children” to “persons.”

· Allows building official to determine unsanitary conditions and fire hazards that are unsafe for occupants. 

· Establish Title 23 for all enforcement provisions.  

The primary Uniform Fire Code (UFC) amendments, additions and deletions in this ordinance are as follows:

· Clarifies Fire Marshal’s authority to render interpretations of the fire code. 

· Establishes nine (9) members for the fire appeals board. 

· Authorizes the King County Fire Marshal’s Office to enforce Title 17.04 (fire code).

· Relieves the Fire Marshal’s Office from asbestos removal. 

· Updated Standard 10-2 and 10-3 to 1999 version.

· Establishes load requirement for fire apparatus access roads at 25 ton.

· Establishes fire department access turning radius at 20 foot inside and 40 foot outside. 

· Establishes requirements for a hammerhead like turn around for fire fighting equipment.
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· Establishes load requirements for bridges at 25 tons. 

· Establish gradient for fire access road shall not exceed 15 percent. 

· Requires all R-1 Occupancy required rescue windows to be accessible by a 35 foot ground extension ladder. 

· Establishes the chief responsible for fire suppression services is authorized to require a key box. 

· Clarifies requirements for fire hydrant systems found in K.C.C. chapter 17.08. 

· Clarifies all items needed for a complete plan submittal.  Added the call out of water-mains.

· Clarifies requirements needed for final installation acceptance testing.   Added “watermains supplying required fire flow.”

· Updates reference standard for water based fire protection to NFPA 25, 1998 edition. 

· Updates reference standards for the inspection and testing requirements of the fire code. 

· Establishes requirements for out of service signs so that fire suppression crews know what to do in case of fire. 

· Establishes requirements for providing signs for fire protection systems. 

· Establishes requirement for fire department pumper connections to be located within 50 feet of a required fire hydrant. 

· Sprinkler system connection to the fire department may be omitted when approved by both the Fire Marshal and Chief. 

· When modifying an existing sprinkler system with 10 or fewer heads a permit is not required when final inspection is witnessed by the Fire Marshal.   

· Establishes requirements for installing an automatic sprinkler system in all occupancies except R-3 and U occupancies (single family home and garages).  More than 2,000 gallons per minute fire flow or over 10,000 square feet triggers sprinklers.

· Authorizes the Fire Marshal to determine adequate fire protection per the hazard or conditions involved for R-3 (single family home).
· Establishes reference standards for commercial-type cooking equipment fire suppression equipment, UL Standard 300.

· Establishes specifications for deep fat fryers and open flames. 

· Requires type K fire extinguishers to be installed within 30 feet of grease cookers. 

· Limits storage of flammable liquids for R-1 and R-3 that are 10 gallons or more. 

· Fire Marshal not responsible for inspection of asbestos removal. 

· Updates NFPA 72 standard to 1999 version.

· Updates Standard 81-1 to 1999 version.

· Updates Standard 81-2 and adoption of NFPA 13-1999 the provisions for regulation are moving from NFPA 231 to NFPA 13. 

· Updates Standard 82-1 to 1998 version.
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Implementation of this ordinance is not expected to have any adverse fiscal impact upon the county, as reflected in the enclosed fiscal note.

If you have any questions or concerns, please feel free to contact Greg Kipp, Director, Department of Development and Environmental Services, at 296-6701.

Sincerely,

Ron Sims

King County Executive

Enclosures

cc:
King County Councilmembers



ATTN:  John Chelminiak, Chief of Staff




  Shelley Sutton, Policy Staff Director




  Anne Noris, Clerk of the Council


Greg Kipp, Director, Department of Development and Environmental Services

