16278
METROPOLITAN KING COUNTY COUNCIL

NOTICE OF ADOPTION

Ordinance No. 16278
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the Metropolitan King County Council (the Council) held a public hearing in the Council Chambers on the 10th Floor of the King County Courthouse (516 Third Avenue, Seattle, WA) on Monday, October 20, 2008, beginning at 1:30 p.m.  The purpose of this public hearing was to consider adoption of Proposed Ordinance 2008-0476 (Ordinance 16278) relating to the enforcement of laws against illegal dumping.
SUMMARY:

Ordinance 16278 amends King County Code Title 23 to:

· State that illegal dumping violates county code and is subject to civil enforcement.

· Allow investigators to search the trash for evidence of the identity of the dumper.
· Clarify the responsibility of persons who contract with others to dump their waste.
· Simplify citation procedures and clarify the citation appeal process.

· Enable county agencies to assess penalties and charge cleanup restitution payments. 

· Allow re-inspection fees when violations are not corrected within a specified time.  

· Reduce the appeal period for citations and notice and orders from 21 to 14 days.  

· Authorize no action on de minimis violations.

· Authorize misdemeanor prosecutions for willful or knowing civil code violations.

Dated at Seattle, Washington this 5th day of November, 2008.
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