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SUBJECT
Briefing: South Lake Union – Why So Hot?
SUMMARY

This briefing will focus on the “hot” real estate market of South Lake Union, and what makes it tick. It will be presented by one of the regions premier real estate “deal makers” Craig Kinzer.  Mr. Kinzer has his own real estate brokerage and services firm, and has put together some of the largest, most significant real estate transactions in the Puget Sound region.  He has done deals in South Lake Union and will discuss what factors make it a “hot spot”.
BACKGROUND
For the last 15 -20 years the City of Seattle has been trying to stimulate redevelopment of the South Lake Union area. At one time Seattle supported a grand master plan for the area known as the Seattle Commons. For a variety of reasons, including the scale of the project, it never came to pass and was rejected by the voters. However, over the years major investors have purchased land in the area setting the stage for significant projects.  After eight years of work and discussions, the Seattle City Council voted unanimously on May 6 of this year to allow taller buildings in South Lake Union.  Mr. Craig Kinzer will discuss the evolution of the South Lake Union area and what we might expect in the coming years.
CRAIG KINZER
Mr. Kinzer is the founder of Kinzer Real Estate Services, which provides a full range of commercial real estate brokerage and consulting services. Since the firm’s inception in 1992, Mr. Kinzer has successfully completed high-profile projects including The Russell Investments Center, Children’s Hospital Research Center, Starbucks Headquarters, Safeco Field, Benaroya Hall, Key Tower/City Hall/Justice Center, and The Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation global headquarters.  Mr. Kinzer is an attorney and CPA, with graduate degrees from the University of Washington School of Law and the School of Business. He frequently lectures for various graduate programs at the University of Washington.  Mr. Kinzer is very active in the community and sits on the Foundation Board at Seattle Children’s, is a member of the Community Development Roundtable, sits on the Advisory Board of the UW Foster School of Business Center for Innovation and Entrepreneurship and was recently elected to the University of Washington’s Law Foundation Board.
ATTACHMENTS

1. April 2, 2011 Seattle Times article on Craig Kinzer
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