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October 2, 2008
The Honorable Julia Patterson
Chair, King County Council

Room 1200

C O U R T H O U S E

Dear Councilmember Patterson:

Enclosed for King County Council consideration is an ordinance approving the city of Bellevue (City) 2006 Water Comprehensive Plan (Plan).  Approval of the Plan is required under King County Code (KCC) 13.24.010 for utilities distributing or obtaining water in unincorporated King County.  Approval of the Plan provides state regulatory agencies the determination required under Revised Code of Washington (RCW) 43.20.260 that the Plan is consistent with the King County Comprehensive Plan and implementing development regulations.
King County last approved the City of Bellevue Water Comprehensive Plan on April 5, 1999.  The statute and King County regulations require water plans to be updated every six years.  This letter describes the results of King County’s review of certain priority elements of the Plan as called for by the KCC.  An enclosed matrix provides additional information on the county’s review of the Plan.
The Plan was reviewed by the Utilities Technical Review Committee (UTRC) in December 2007.  The UTRC recommends approval of the Plan.

The Bellevue Water System
Bellevue was incorporated as a city in 1953.  At that time, the area around Bellevue received water service from six water districts.  In the mid-1960s the districts transitioned to purchasing water from the Seattle Water Department.  The city of Bellevue grew in the 1970s to include the area served by the districts and the City moved to incorporate the districts into its utilities department.  In January 2004, Bellevue began receiving its water supply from the Cascade Water Alliance (Cascade), which replaced Seattle Public Utilities as the regional water supplier.
The City operates a large water supply system in the central part of King County.  It provides service to over 132,000 people (36,800 connections) in its retail service area.  The retail service area includes all of the current city limits plus some additional areas in unincorporated King County.  With the exception of the assumptions of Water District 17, and that part of the Coal Creek Utilities District that lies within Bellevue’s city limits, the City’s future service area is the same as that identified in the 1996 East King County Coordinated Water System Plan (CWSP).  The City has interties with many adjacent water systems.  The City does not anticipate operating any satellite water systems within its service area.
The residential population projection for the City’s water service area in 2025 is 134,750 with full build out of 154,000 projected by 2040.  The water purchased from Cascade, coupled with ongoing conservation measures, is expected to meet the City’s water demands over the 20-year planning horizon.
The Plan contains elements of a six-year water capital improvement program (CIP), and additional projects up to the 20-year planning horizon.  The cost of the six-year CIP is approximately $4.5 million with estimated annual costs varying between $50,000 and $2,000,000.  The City intends to fund the CIP by rates, public works trust fund loans, and/or using funding from the City’s Renewal and Replacement account.  Total revenues from water service in 2005 were $25,926,000, of which $9,735,000, (38 percent), was paid for wholesale water.  The City reports a net positive operating income from 1998 through 2005 and projects that trend to continue through 2013.  
Water Use Efficiency

Several statutes require that water purveyors use water efficiently.  Efficiency of water use can be determined or measured by several different metrics for both the supply and demand sides of utility water management.  For the supply, lost and/or unaccounted for water for the City has ranged from zero to 6.3 percent during the time-period from 1997 to 2003, well within current State standards.

The City’s water use as measured by what a person uses per day is about 92 gallons, adjusted to 87 gallons with conservation, which is consistent with industry standards.  In 2004 and 2005, the City, based on its membership in the Cascade, operated under a “Transition Water Conservation Program” that includes conservation measures similar to those the City implemented in previous years.  The City’s conservation program is comprised of both local and regional programs.  The program meets the minimum requirements for conservation of water. 
Reclaimed Water

The City lists a number of projects that have potential for using reclaimed water.  These projects could potentially use over 40 million gallons of reclaimed water annually.  However, the City states that it has no plans for using reclaimed water due to the highly developed nature of its water distribution system. 

Regional Water Planning

The City recognizes that strong growth in the Puget Sound Region, coupled with the Endangered Species Act listings for salmonids, is putting significant pressure on the region’s water resources.  Through its membership with Cascade, the City stays engaged in both the Central Puget Sound Water Suppliers Forum and the regional water supply planning process initiated by King County and Cascade in 2005.  
State Environmental Policy Act (SEPA)

The City completed an environmental checklist and issued a Determination of Nonsignificance dated April 12, 2007, for the Plan.  
Enclosed is a matrix that links actions or programs of the City to compliance with KCC requirements and consistency with the King County Comprehensive Plan.  If you have any questions about the Plan or the proposed ordinance, please feel free to contact Steve Hirschey, Chair of the Utilities Technical Review Committee, at 206-205-0817.

I urge the council to adopt the enclosed ordinance approving the City’s Plan.

Sincerely,

Ron Sims

King County Executive

Enclosures

cc:
King County Councilmembers


ATTN:  Ross Baker, Chief of Staff

  


  Saroja Reddy, Policy Staff Director




  Anne Noris, Clerk of the Council




  Frank Abe, Communications Director

Richard Rodriguez, Regional Planner, Washington State Department of Health

Randall L. Thompson, Engineering Supervisor, Utilities Department, City of Bellevue
Bob Cowan, Director, Office of Management and Budget

Theresa Jennings, Director, Department of Natural Resources and Parks

Steve Hirschey, Chair, Utilities Technical Review Committee

