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SUBJECT:
A motion adopting the Three Forks Natural Area Master Plan.

SUMMARY:

The Three Forks Natural Area consists of approximately 418 acres located at the confluence of the North Fork, the Middle Fork and the South Fork of the Snoqualmie River.  The site is dominated by riverine, riparian and wetland habitats, and it serves as a corridor for a range of wildlife including black bear, elk, cougar, eagle, deer and river otter.  The executive proposed Three Forks Natural Area Master Plan proposes a range of low impact activities on portions of the site where those activities may be appropriate.  Most of the south side of the Snoqualmie River (and a few parts along the north side of the river) is recommended for protection as a habitat preservation area; this area is heavily vegetated and it is buffered from human impact.  Most of the trails and access points proposed are located on the north side of the Snoqualmie River, along Reinig Road, where direct access to the river could be provided.

Highlights of the Three Forks Natural Area Master Plan:

Most of the trails and access points recommended for development are located on the north side of the Snoqualmie River, along Reinig Road, where direct access to the river may be provided.  Most of the south side of the river is recommended to be retained as special management areas, including both habitat preservation areas and agricultural greenchop fields; this area is more difficult to access, it is heavily vegetated and it is well buffered from human impact.  Highlights of the Master Plan’s recommendations are as follows:

1. Maintain a 300’ wide wildlife corridor along the south shoreline of the river and limit public access to this portion of the site – this area is currently used by wildlife and it is relatively undisturbed;

2. Continue to permit agricultural use of two of the three greenchop areas southwest of the site adjacent to Meadowbrook Slough, and allow the third greenchop area, which is located within the 300’ wildlife buffer, to revegetate naturally;

3. Provide limited water access points and viewing platforms/overlooks.  The Master Plan recommends development of three water access points and numerous viewing platforms and overlooks;

4. Provide interpretive signage for educational purposes and sites of public interest;

5. Provide 9 internal trails for 3 different types of usage:  pedestrian only trails; pedestrian and equestrian trails and; pedestrian, equestrian and bicyclist trails.  There are five trails designed for pedestrians only (these trails are located where minimal impact is desired), two trails designed for pedestrians and equestrians, and two trails that will serve all three uses.  Note: In an effort to preserve the wildlife corridor recommended along the south shoreline of the river, only one of the new trails is recommended to be located between 428th Ave. S.E. and the agricultural use areas (Meadowbrook Slough Trail);

6. Limit public access to those portions of the site that have already been impacted, or are already in use.  The Three Forks Master Plan recommends the development of six parking areas located around the site.  The proposed parking areas range in size from 5 stalls to 20 stalls, and due to the fact that most of Three Forks is within the floodway, gravel parking lots are proposed for all new facilities.  Note:  One of the locations identified for use as a parking area was the Christmas Tree Farm site located along Meadowbrook – North Bend Road.  The Master Plan recommended seeking an agreement with the City of Snoqualmie and Meadowbrook Farm to jointly use the site for approximately 50 parking stalls.  Subsequent to the transmittal of Proposed Motion 1999-0462, the City of Snoqualmie obtained an agreement with the owners of the Christmas Tree Farm for purchase of the Christmas Tree Farm site.  The City of Snoqualmie anticipates development of the property for three baseball fields, a football field, permanent restrooms and a parking area.  The City of Snoqualmie has indicated that it would be willing to allow King County to utilize the parking area on the Christmas Tree Farm site;

7. Provide 6 restrooms at select locations.  Most of the recommended restroom locations are located in areas that also are recommended for use as parking areas; many of the restroom facilities recommended would only be provided during peak seasonal use, and would consist of chemical toilets (i.e. port-a-potties); and

8. Delineate park boundaries by using signage, fencing and hedgerows (A row of bushes, shrubs, or trees forming a hedge).  A low wooden rail-type fence is recommended to separate S.E. Reinig Road from the pedestrian/equestrian path, where space permits.  Pedestrians/equestrians would be allowed to use the shoulder of Reinig Road, where right-of-way is limited.

The Natural Resources, Parks and Open Space Committee amended the executive proposed master plan to delete the “non-motorized boat put-in” proposal near Norman Bridge.  Concerns were raised both by the City of Snoqualmie and members of the public that development of a boat put-in along the Snoqualmie River would increase public usage of the river, which in turn could lead to an increased number of emergency river incidents.
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