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June 22, 2016
The Honorable Joe McDermott
Chair, King County Council

Room 1200

C O U R T H O U S E

Dear Councilmember McDermott:
The attached ordinance amends Title 21A to provide an option for home builders to defer payment of school impact fees to a later time.  Presently, school impact fees must be paid at or before the time of building permit issuance.  The proposal is to allow home builders to defer payment of school impact fees until final construction inspection, which is many months later than permit issuance.
This concept has been discussed by the Washington State Legislature for several years.  During the 2015 Session, ESB 5923 was enacted which, in part, requires cities and counties to establish an impact fee deferral program by September 1, 2016.
The key provisions of the County ordinance include:  

· Individual home builders or companies may defer school impact fee payment for up to twenty homes per year;
· Builders must record a lien in favor of the County in the amount of deferred fees; and
· Builders who exercise the deferral option must pay deferred fees no later than eighteen months after building permit issuance.
In addition, the proposed ordinance deletes one section regarding pre-1991 subdivisions that is no longer relevant. The ordinance has an effective date of September 1, 2016. 

In accordance with K.C.C. 20.18.110, the ordinance amending K.C.C. 21A.43 must be advertised in a newspaper of general circulation at least thirty days before the Council’s public hearing. In accordance with K.C.C. 20.18.150, a Notice of Intent to Adopt/Amend Development Regulations was published in the Seattle Times on June 8, 2016. Under K.C.C. 20.18.150 and RCW 36.70A.106, within 10 days of adoption, the Council must transmit the ordinance relating to school impact fees to the state and provide published notice in the official County newspaper. This ordinance supports the King County Strategic Plan Goal of Economic Growth and Built Environment by ensuring growing and thriving communities within King County. 

Thank you for your consideration of this ordinance. If you have any questions, please feel free to contact John Starbard, Director, Department of Permitting and Environmental Review at 206-477-0382.

Sincerely,

Dow Constantine

King County Executive

Enclosures
cc:
King County Councilmembers



ATTN:  Carolyn Busch, Chief of Staff




  Anne Noris, Clerk of the Council


Carrie S. Cihak, Chief of Policy Development, King County Executive Office


Dwight Dively, Director, Office of Performance, Strategy and Budget


John Starbard, Director, Department of Permitting and Environmental Review
