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July 19, 2016


The Honorable Joe McDermott
Chair, King County Council
Room 1200
C O U R T H O U S E

Dear Councilmember McDermott:

One measure of our quality of life is the strength of the arts and heritage that spur creativity and fuel the imagination.  In 2015, 4Culture and the County partnered to create the Building 4Culture program which awarded capital grants across the region to support the arts and heritage.  In addition, 4Culture committed to reserve $1,000,000 of its funds to provide grant funding for operational or capital activities in support of the arts, preservation or cultural activities and furtherance of “one county” and equity and social justice goals.

I’m pleased to transmit the Community 4Culture Equity Grants Implementation Plan, which aims to reach organizations and individuals focused on arts, heritage or preservation with strong community ties.  4Culture will look for organizations or individuals with work rooted in communities of color, immigrant and refugee communities, English language learners, people with low incomes, and those who are differently-abled.  Priority will be given to groups or individuals serving organizations outside of Seattle or in Seattle neighborhoods traditionally under-represented in 4Culture funding rounds.

The Community 4Culture Equity Grants program will be a competitive grant program with financial awards of up to $25,000 to groups and $10,000 to individuals.  The program will be available to groups in July and to individuals in August of this year.  The attached implementation plan describes the grant award process including who can apply, when to apply, how to apply, and how grants are awarded.

Thank you for your support of this program, which is consistent with the economic growth goal in King County’s Strategic Plan and supports King County’s Equity and Social Justice Initiative.


[bookmark: _GoBack]If you have questions regarding this legislation, please have your staff call Jim Kelly, Executive Director, 4Culture, at 206-263-1614.

Sincerely,



Dow Constantine
King County Executive
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