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Metropolitan King County Council

Committee of the Whole
STAFF REPORT
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	2004-0497
	
	              DATE:
	October 25, 2004


SUBJECT:  An ordinance regarding the duties of county road engineer; establishing the office of county road engineer; delegating the authority to the county executive to assign the professional engineering duties of county road engineer; amending Ordinance 11955, and King County Code 14, and adding a new section to King County Code 14.

BACKGROUND:  Proposed Ordinance 2004-0497 (Packet, Attachment 1) amends the King County Code to establish the Office of King County Road Engineer within the Department of Transportation’s Road Services Division, to codify the county’s procedure for assigning professional engineering duties and responsibilities per RCW 36.80, and to ensure that these duties and responsibilities are carried out by qualified, certified professional engineers.

The proposed ordinance reflects the way in which the County has been carrying out these duties since the merger of the Metro and King County governments and the major reorganization dismantled the former Department of Public Works and created the new Department of Transportation.

As introduced, the proposed ordinance amends K.C.C. section 14, Roads and Bridges.  The Council’s Code Reviser has drafted a striking amendment and title amendment (Attachments 2 and 3) to amend K.C.C. 2.16.140, which defines the duties of the King County Department of Transportation (KCDOT).
The striking amendment adds a new section to K.C.C. 2.16.140 that establishes the office of county road engineer as an administrative office of the road services division and states that the county executive may assign professional engineering duties of the county road engineer to qualified individuals.  The executive is required to provide the County Council and the County Road Administration Board (CRAB) with a written list of specific professional engineer duties not assigned to the county road engineer, the name and position of each individual who is responsible for carrying out these duties, these individuals’ reporting and working relationships with the county road engineer and the duration for which these duties have been assigned.
The County Road Administration Board provides statutory oversight of the state’s county road departments.  In April 2004, CRAB issued a conditional certificate of good practice to King County that is conditioned on a demonstration that the County is in compliance with the state law concerning the statutory duties of the County Engineer, or has amended the King County Code as provided in the striking amendment.  Council action on Proposed Ordinance 2004-0497 will meet the terms of the conditional certificate.
No further policy issues have been identified.

ATTENDING:
Harold Taniguchi, Director, King County Department
  of Transportation
ATTACHMENTS:
1.   Proposed Ordinance 2004-0497 with Transmittal Letter and

Fiscal Note
2. Striking amendment to Proposed Ordinance 2004-0497

Title amendment to Proposed Ordinance 2004-0497
