Prosecuting Attorney’s Office

Summary Of 

Successful “Cold Case” Prosecutions
State vs. Ronald Thomas

In 1985, Kimberly Traxler's body was found in the laundry room of a Seattle apartment building.  Circumstances suggested sexual assault, and evidence was taken from the body.  Subsequent investigation revealed no suspects.  In 2000, after reviewing this case, Cold Case detectives submitted the evidence to WSPCL.  Thomas was identified, and charged with murder in the first degree.  He pled guilty, and was sentenced to 493 months (41 years) in prison.
State vs. Mark Anthony Hill

In 1997, Denise Castaneda was found lying on the pavement in a Seattle parking lot.  She had been raped, badly beaten, and strangled.  An autopsy confirmed sexual assault.  Evidence was recovered from the body at the time of the crime was insufficient to enable WSPCL to develop a DNA profile.  In 2001, after new advancements in DNA technology, Cold Case detectives resubmitted this evidence to the lab, and Hill was identified as a suspect.  Hill was later convicted of First Degree Murder and sentenced to 548 months (45 ½ years) in prison.

State vs. Roger Speer
In 1980, Penelope Hermans was sexually assaulted and strangled to death in her Seattle residence.  An ensuing investigation yielded no suspect.  Twenty years later, in 2000, Cold Case detectives reviewed the case and submitted evidence collected at the autopsy to Washington State Patrol Crime Labe (WSPCL).  A resultant DNA profile matched the victim's nephew, Roger Speer.  Speer was charged with Murder in the First Degree.  He pled guilty, and was sentenced to life in prison.

State vs. Anthony Morris
In 1982, Virginia Taylor was strangled to death and left on a muddy road in West Seattle.  The subsequent investigation was unsuccessful in identifying a suspect.  In 2001, autopsy evidence was submitted to WSPCL for DNA typing.  In 2002, WSPCL reported a match between a DNA profile developed from this evidence and a sample from the defendant, who had been ordered to provide a biological reference sample after his conviction for "auto burglary" in New Mexico.  SPD Cold Case detectives interviewed Morris in New Mexico shortly before he was to be released from custody.  He confessed to the murder, was extradited, and pled guilty as charged to Murder in the First Degree.  Morris was then sentenced to life in prison.

State vs. Jesus Mezquia

In 1993, Mia Zapata, singer in a popular Seattle band, was severely beaten, sodomized, strangled, and dumped on a Seattle street.  An extensive investigation revealed no suspects.  In 2002, SPD Cold Case detectives reviewed the Zapata case, and submitted swabs taken from the body during the autopsy to the WSPCL.  The resultant DNA profile derived from this evidence matched a sample in the National DNA databank.  Mezquia was charged with Murder in the First Degree, and extradited.  In 2004, a King County jury convicted Mezquia, as charged, of Zapata's murder.  Mezquia was subsequently sentenced to 440 months (36 ½ years) in prison.
