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SUBJECT
Proposed Ordinance 2022-0345 would revise the Round 5 WaterWorks Council district-based project selections for Council Districts 5 and 1.
SUMMARY
Council District 5 and Council District 1 have recommended revisions to the Round 5 WaterWorks projects within their district allocations, as approved in Ordinance 19353.  Proposed Ordinance 2022-0345 would revise the respective district project selections to accord with requested modifications. 
BACKGROUND 
In alternate years, the Council considers and acts on project proposals for water quality improvement projects, as authorized in the biennial county budget; revenues are drawn from sewer rates.  Half of the biennial funding (minus an administrative increment) is allocated through a structured review process based on evaluations by the WaterWorks Grant Review Committee; half is allocated based on recommendations from Councilmembers for water quality projects within their districts.  
On November 2, 2021, the Council approved Ordinance 19353, “approving the grant funding allocation for the projects funded through the WaterWorks Grant Program, Round 5.”  
For the Council district-recommended projects, project proponents approach district offices with proposals for water quality projects; proponents may be local non-governmental organizations, cities, tribes, community groups or other local entities.  Council district offices select projects that meet WaterWorks qualifying criteria. To be eligible for a grant, a project must:
· Create a benefit to or improvement of water quality within the County Wastewater Treatment Division’s (WTD) service area and benefit its ratepayers; and   
· Demonstrate that water quality benefits are related to WTD’s regional water quality responsibilities. 

Council districts recommend selected projects for full or partial funding.  That selection is within the prerogative of the Council district.  While individual office selection processes may vary, district offices make selections based on information available to them at the time, such as benefits of the project, capacity and history of the proponent, available professional support and similar circumstances.
As a project proceeds, some circumstances or material information may change, resulting in a reevaluation of certain elements of the project; as an example, key staff may leave the employ of the project sponsor, presenting an obstacle to completion.  
Council Districts 5 and 1 have noted changed circumstances with certain projects that had been included in the project list approved by Ordinance 19353; those district offices have requested modifications to the subject projects.  For the “Expanding Rainwater Catchment and Community Education Work at Paradise Parking Plots” project, sponsored by World Relief Seattle, District 5 has recommended replacing that project with the ”Kent-Meridian High School Rain Garden” project, with Kent Meridian High School as the project sponsor; the project amount would remain the same.  For the “Thornton Creek Noxious Weeds Knockout Project”, District 1 has recommended replacing the project sponsor with a new project sponsor, “Earth Corps”; the project amount and substance would remain the same.
ANALYSIS
Proposed Ordinance 2022-0345 would accomplish the revisions requested by the respective district offices by amending Ordinance 19353 to replace the “Expanding Rainwater Catchment and Community Education Work at Paradise Parking Lots” project with the “Kent-Meridian High School Rain Garden” project, to be sponsored by Kent-Meridian High School; and to replace Forterra as the project sponsor of the “Thornton Creek Noxious Weeds Knockout Project” with Earth Corps.
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