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King County




Law, Justice, Health and Human Services Committee

STAFF REPORT

	Agenda Item:
	6
	Name:
	John Resha

	Proposed No.:
	2010-0224
	Date:
	April 13, 2010

	Invited:
	Honorable Sue Rahr, King County Sheriff


SUBJECT
A motion supporting of the efforts of the King County Sheriff's Office (KCSO) to create a proactive criminal activity assessment and prevention program.
SUMMARY

Proposed Motion 2010-0224 supports the development of the KSCO’s Regional Risk Assessment, Deterrence and Referral (RADAR) program as a proactive approach to law enforcement. The program, which is based in science, rather than socioeconomic factors, is a regional resource that could be utilized to assess, address and deescalate the most violent potential criminal activity. The motion also encourages the efforts of the KCSO to develop and identify funding for the RADAR program. 
BACKGROUND

In an effort to develop more proactive law enforcement tools, the KCSO has been working to develop and obtain funding for a demonstration/pilot program called RADAR. Radar is the Risk Assessment, Deterrence and Referral program that focuses on identification and preventive outreach to individuals who present the greatest likelihood of committing violent acts against police or other potential targets like judges, prosecutors and defense attorneys, and elected officials. 
This demonstration program focuses on changing the law enforcement paradigm from reactive (responding to an action after it occurs) to proactive (seeking out known concerns before an action take place) in order to de-escalate an individual’s likelihood to commit violent acts. More specifically, this program would:

· Assess the likelihood of high-risk, violent activity using behavioral science-based assessments of individuals (as designed by medical and psychological professionals);

· Provide for direct outreach  to those individuals in an effort  to proactively connect them with community resources such as counseling or treatment, while de-escalating their likelihood to commit targeted activity; and 

· Develop real-time, individually-tailored response plans for the law enforcement community and for potential targets of these types of violent acts.
On March 23rd, the King Council's Law, Justice, Health and Human Services Committee received a detailed briefing on the KCSO officer safety efforts from the Honorable Sheriff Rahr and Captain Scott Strathy.  The RADAR program was a principal component of the briefing and presentation.
RADAR Program - Development Characteristics:
(as presented at the March 23, 2010 Briefing) 
The RADAR program is being developed as a hybrid of the United States Department of Justice's approach, the Royal Canadian Mounted Police, Threats to Criminal Justice Officials program and Miami-Dade County Sheriff’s Office efforts.

The approach will be a regional, multi-agency, multi-disciplinary approach with five key components:
1. Threat identification through referrals,

2. Science-based analysis,

3. Outreach and connection to additional resources,

4. De-escalation and shared response planning, and

5. Real-time, two-way communication tools

The program is being designed to integrate the traditional operational silos of regional law enforcement, psychological analysis, crime analysis, information technology, mental health and social services, and community support networks.
The key goals of the program are de-escalation of potential activity and preventing criminal activity from taking place.
ANALYSIS

Proposed Motion 2010-0224 is a motion of support for the KCSO efforts related to the RADAR program.  The motion has a basis in King County's support for law enforcement, criminal justice, and human services systems that encourage, lead to, and implement alternatives to incarceration.  
The KCSO has stated that RADAR program does not utilize racial information it is profiles, and the program will not include such factors in the analyses of potential for violent criminal activity.  As the RADAR program is based in a scientific  and behavioral analysis approach, the program does not appear to contribute to the issues of racial disproportionality in the criminal justice system.
Review of this legislation by the Prosecuting Attorney's Office found that motion did not appear to create any unintended consequences or obligations for current or future county funding.

Finally it is worth noting that the King County Prosecuting Attorney and the Presiding Judges for both King County District and Superior Court have sent letters in support of this program to the Sheriff (copies provided as Attachment 2, 3 and 4).

ATTACHMENTS

1. Proposed Motion 2010-0224
2. Letter of Support from King County Prosecuting Attorney 

3. Letter of Support from King County District Court

4. Letter of Support from King County Superior Court
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