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Metropolitan King County Council
Committee of the Whole
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SUBJECT

Proposed Ordinance 2023-0343.2 would create a King County Doors Open cultural access program and impose a 0.1 percent sales tax increase in King County to fund the program.

SUMMARY

The proposed ordinance would create a King County Doors Open program that would provide grant funding to arts, heritage, science, and historical preservation non-profit organizations to increase the public benefits cultural organizations provide throughout King County.  The program would include funding to:

· Provide grants for capital and one-time operating support (in 2024);
· Increase access to cultural programming for public school children;
· Help launch new cultural organizations;
· Build and maintain cultural facilities and equipment;
· Provide free public access to cultural experiences;
· Provide operating support to cultural organizations; and
· Expand cultural organizations in geographical areas that need additional cultural capacity.

The Doors Open program would be administered by 4Culture[footnoteRef:1], King County's Cultural Development Authority, with oversight by the 4Culture Board of Directors and the King County Council. [1:  The 2024 capital and operating support grants program would be jointly administered by 4Culture and King County.] 


The proposed ordinance would fund the Doors Open program through imposition of a 0.1 percent increase in sales tax for seven years beginning in April 2024.  The revenues collected for the program are forecasted to be approximately $100 million in 2025, the first full year of collections, increasing each year with inflation.

ACTION AT NOVEMBER 27, 2023 REGIONAL POLICY COMMITTEE

At the November 27, 2023 Regional Policy Committee meeting, the proposed ordinance was amended to:

· Require that members of the panels reviewing 2024 one-time capital and operating grant applications reflect the geographic and cultural diversity of the county;
· Allow 2024 one-time capital and operating grant awards to be spent before approval of the implementation plan;
· Require at least 10 percent of 2024 one-time capital and operating grant awards to go to cultural organizations that serve vulnerable populations or located in certain Communities of Opportunity census tracts to be determined by 4Culture;
· Require at least 25 percent of 2024 one-time capital and operating grant awards to go to support cultural organizations outside established cultural centers;
· For 2025 through 2031, require at least 25 percent to go to cultural organizations outside established cultural centers;
· For 2025 through 2031, require at least 10 percent of the 25 percent allocation for areas outside established cultural centers and 10 percent of the 72 percent allocation to go to cultural organizations that serve vulnerable populations or located in certain Communities of Opportunity census tracts to be determined in the implementation plan;
· Require the implementation to be mandatorily referred to the Regional Policy Committee;
· Require the assessment report to provide ZIP Code data; and
· Make technical corrections and clarifications.

INVITED
	
· Karan Gill, Chief of Staff, Executive's Office
· Aaron Rubardt, Deputy Budget Director, Office of Performance, Strategy and Budget (PSB)
· Brian Carter, Executive Director, 4Culture

ATTACHMENTS:

1. Proposed Ordinance 2023-0343.2
2. Transmittal Letter
3. Fiscal Note
4. Redline (comparing Proposed Ordinance 2023-0343.2 to technical Striking Amendment S1)
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