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SUBJECT

A motion accepting the Best Starts for Kids Assessment Report in accordance with Motion 15651.

SUMMARY

Proposed Motion 2020-0385 accepts the Best Starts for Kids Assessment Report. It is a non-mandatory dual referral to the Regional Policy Committee. At today’s Regional Policy Committee, Executive staff will provide an overview of the Best Starts for Kids Assessment Report. Council staff analysis has not been completed due to staff engagement in the 2021-2022 Council budget process. 

The Best Starts for Kids Assessment Report is scheduled for a briefing only at the Committee of the Whole on November 3, 2020.[footnoteRef:1] [1:  Briefing No. 2020-B0103] 


BACKGROUND

2016-2021 Best Start for Kids Levy. In November 2015, King County voters approved the current Best Starts for Kids (BSK) Levy, which is a six-year property tax levy. The levy is anticipated to generate a total of approximately $404.5 million in revenues over the six-year levy period, based on the most recent revenue forecast[footnoteRef:2]. [2:  June 2020 King County Economic and Revenue Forecast, adopted by the Forecast Council on June 4, 2020 (KCFC 2020-04). ] 


BSK Implementation Plan. In September 2016, the Council passed Ordinance 18373 adopting the BSK Implementation Plan. The Implementation Plan provides guidance on the goals, investments and implementation of the BSK Levy. BSK began implementation in 2017.

Motion 15651 (Attachment 3), adopted by the Council in July 2020, requested the executive submit for Council review an assessment report of the BSK levy funded goals, strategies, and program. The intent of the assessment is to inform Council deliberations regarding the potential for a levy renewal. Motion 15651 included a detailed list of reporting requirements covering both an assessment of the current levy and recommendations for any future levy.

The Best Starts for Kids Assessment Report was transmitted on October 15, 2020 and makes five key policy recommendations related to a potential renewed, increased, or expanded Best Starts levy: 

Recommendation 1: Keep Leading on Equity: Center the voices of Black/African American, Indigenous, and people of color (BIPOC) in investment and program decisions in order to reflect community knowledge and to deepen programming in Best Starts areas most impacted by systemic and racial oppression. 

Recommendation 2: Maintain Long-term Goals and Strategies while Refining Programs and Measures: Sustain the current levy’s emphasis on upstream transformation by maintaining goals, allocations, and strategies as outlined in the Best Starts for Kids Implementation Plan, approved in Ordinance 18373, while refining performance measures, community involvement, and programming within each strategy. 

Recommendation 3: Strengthen the Care for our Children and Youth: Increase investment in child care and youth strategies to support educational advancement and economic prosperity in the region. 

Recommendation 4: Build Stronger Systems: Strengthen coordination across programs, initiatives, levies, and funded partners to increase efficiency and to benefit all families and children across the region, particularly those most in need. 

Recommendation 5: Expand the Role of Youth: Modify the Children and Youth Advisory Board structure to promote more youth participation. 


INVITED

· Sheila Capestany, Division Director, Children, Youth and Young Adults, and Strategic Advisor for Children and Youth, King County Department of Community and Human Services
· Marcy Miller, Policy Manager, Public Health – Seattle & King County

ATTACHMENTS:

1. Proposed Motion 2020-0385 (and its attachments)
2. Transmittal Letter
3. [bookmark: _GoBack]Motion 15651
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